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THE INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE 


The Inter-American Conference is the 
supreme organ of the Organization of Ameri- 
can States. It decides the general action 
and policy of the Organization and deter- 
mines the structure and functions of its 
organs, and has the authority to consider 
any matter relating to friendly relations 
among the American states. 

No Inter-American Conference was held 


during the period July 1, 1955—June 30, 
1956. In the respective chapters of this re- 
port mention is made of the status of the 
work and duties entrusted by the Tenth 
Inter-American Conference, held in Caracas, 
March 1-28, 1954, to the Council, its or- 
gans, the Specialized Organizations and 
other agencies forming part of the Organiza- 
tion. 


MEETING OF CONSULTATION OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


The Meeting of Consultation of Ministers 
of Foreign Affairs is held in order to consider 
problems of an urgent nature and of com- 
mon interest to the American states, and to 
serve as Organ of Consultation. 

No Meeting of Consultation was called 
during the period July 1, 1955-June 30, 
1956. However, during the first month of 
the year, the Council of the Oas, acting 
provisionally as Organ of Consultation, com- 
pleted its action under the resolution 
adopted on January 11, 1955, as a result of 
the situation existing at that time between 
Costa Rica and Nicaragua. The Special 
Committee of the Council, created on Feb- 
ruary 24, 1955, submitted to the Council on 
September 8, 1955, its final report and 
recommendations, and on the basis thereof 
the Council decided to cancel the call for a 
Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of 


Foreign Affairs. At the same time, however, 
the Council decided to retain the Special 
Committee in order that it might cooperate 
with the Representatives of Costa Rica and 
Nicaragua while the negotiations were in 
progress for the signing of the Bilateral 
Agreement provided for in the present Pact 
of Amity between the two countries 

On January 9, 1956, the Representatives 
of Costa Rica and Nicaragua signed before 
the Council of the OAs two Agreements, one 
on the functioning of the Commission of 
Investigation and Conciliation established 
in accordance with the American Treaty on 
Pacific Settlement, and the other to carry 
out the provisions of Article rv of the Pact 
of Amity of 1949. 

These activities are presented in greater 
detail under the section of the report relative 
to the Council of the Organization. 
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III 
COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION 


The Council of the Organization of Ameri- 
can States is the permanent executive body of 
the Organization. It is composed of one rep- 
resentative of each member state especially 
appointed by the respective government, 
with the rank of ambassador. In con- 
formity with specific provisions of the Char- 
ter, the Council has duties the performance 
of which affects each of the other organs of 
the Organization, including the Inter-Ameri- 
can Conference, the Meeting of Consultation 
of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, the Pan 
American Union, the Specialized Confer- 
ences, and the Specialized Organizations. 
The Council takes cognizance, within the 
limits of the Charter and inter-American 
treaties and agreements, of any matter re- 
ferred to it by the Inter-American Con- 
ference or the Meeting of Consultation of 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs. The Council 
may act provisionally as Organ of Consulta- 
tion until the Meeting of Ministers of For- 
eign Affairs, convoked in accordance with 
the Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal 
Assistance or Article 43 of the Charter of 
the Organization, assembles. 


Organization and functioning of the Council 


ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND 
Vick CHAIRMAN 


In accordance with the Regulations of 
the Council, the election of the Chairman 
and Vice Chairman of the Council took place 
at the last regular meeting in November, 
held on November 16. Ambassadors César 
Tulio Delgado, the Representative of Co- 
lombia, and Alberto Septilveda Contreras, 
the Representative of Chile, were elected 
Chairman and Vice Chairman, respectively. 


MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES 


Following the election of the new officers, 
the permanent committees were set up as 
follows: 


CoMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCES 
Chairman: Brazil 
Vice Chairman: Dominican Republic 
Members: Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Hon- 
duras, and Nicaragua 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Chairman: Chile 
Vice Chairman: Mexico 
Members: Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Ecua- 
dor, and United States 


GENERAL COMMITTEE 
Chairman: Colombia 
Vice Chairman: Chile 
Members: Brazil, El Salvador, Mexico, Nica- 
ragua, Peru, and United States 
CoMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN ORGANIZATIONS 
Chairman: E] Salvador 
Vice Chairman: Panama 
Members: Cuba, Mexico, United States, Uru- 
guay, and Venezuela 
CoMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS AND PuBLIc INFoR- 
MATION 
Chairman: United States 
Vice Chairman: Cuba 
Members: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Haiti, 
and Mexico 


The special committees of the Council 
were composed as follows: 


CoMMITTEE ON REGULATIONS OF THE COUNCIL 
AND OF THE PAN AMERICAN UNION 
Chairman: Peru 
Members: Brazil, Chile, Mexico, Nicaragua, 
United States, and Venezuela 


CoMMITTEE ON THE CUERVO DICTIONARY 
Chairman: Colombia 
Members: Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Pan- 
ama, Paraguay, and Venezuela 


COMMITTEE ON ORGANS OF THE COUNCIL 
Chairman: Chile 
Vice Chairman: Haiti 
Members: Brazil, Guatemala, Mexico, Panama, 
and United States 

CoMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL-POLITICAL MATTERS 
Chairman: Mexico 
Vice Chairman: Paraguay 


Members: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, 


Colombia, Costa Rica, Cubs, Dominican Re- 
public, Ecuador, E] Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, 
Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, United 
States, Uruguay, and Venezuela 








CoMM 
INTE! 
Chs 
Vic 
Mer 
El 
Uni 
CoMM 
TION 
Cha 
Vie 
Mer 
Uni 
CoMM 
FuNnD 
Cha 
Men 
Seer 
RETIR 
Cha 
Salv 
Men 
repr 
of tl 
Comm] 
CoRDE 
Chai 
Men 
zuel, 


Agree 
Nic 


The 
the fis 
accou 
Coun 
situat 
Costa 
applic 
of Rec 

At 1 
Counc 
Consu 
that h 
Inter-. 
sistance 
of the 
its pre 
sultati 
Comm 








ENCES 


a, Hon- 


, Ecua- 


, Niea- 


LATIONS 


s, Uru- 


INFOR- 


Haiti, 


Youncil 


‘OUNCIL 


aragua, 


a, Pan- 


‘anama, 


TERS 


Chile, 
an Re- 
, Haiti, 

United 








COMMITTEE ON PREPARATIONS FOR THE ELEVENTH 
INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
Chairman: Ecuador 
Vice Chairman: Chile 
Members: Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Cuba, 
El Salvador, Mexico, Nicaragua, Peru, and 
United States 
COMMITTEE FOR THE STuDY OF A PuBLIC INFORMA- 
TION CAMPAIGN ON Economic DEVELOPMENT 
Chairman: Nicaragua 
Vice Chairman: Ecuador 
Members: Colombia, Guatemala, Mexico, and 
United States 
COMMITTEE ON THE LEO S. Rowe Pan AMERICAN 
FuNnpD 
Chairman: Peru 
Members: Bolivia, Chile, Honduras, and the 
Secretary General of the Oas 
RETIREMENT AND PENSION COMMITTEE 
Chairman: Representative of the Council (El 
Salvador) 
Members: Secretary General of the Oas, a 
representative of the staff, and the Treasurer 
of the Pan American Union 


CoMMITTEE TO Pay TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF 
CorDELL HULL 
Chairman: Dominican Republic 
Members: Brazil, Chile, El Salvador, and Vene- 
zuela 


Agreements signed by Costa Rica and 
Nicaragua 


The report of the Secretary General for 
the fiscal year 1954-55 contains a detailed 
account of the provisional action of the 
Council as Organ of Consultation in the 
situation that arose in January 1955 between 
Costa Rica and Nicaragua, resulting in the 
application of the Inter-American Treaty 
of Reciprocal Assistance. 

At the meeting of September 8, 1955, the 
Council canceled the call for a Meeting of 
Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs 
that had been issued, in accordance with the 
Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal As- 
sistance, in the January 11, 1955, resolution 
of the Council. The Council also terminated 
its provisional activities as Organ of Con- 
sultation and decided to retain the Special 
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Committee, established February 24, while - 
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the negotiations for the signing of the bi- 
lateral agreement provided for in the Pact 
of Amity signed by both countries in 1949 
and Resolution 1 approved on February 24, 
were in course, so as to enable it to continue 
to cooperate with the Representatives of 
Costa Rica and Nicaragua whenever they 
required such cooperation. At the Pan Amer- 
ican Union, on January 9, the Plenipotenti- 
aries of Costa Rica and Nicaragua signed 
one agreement on the functioning of the 
Committee of Investigation and Concilia- 
tion, established in accordance with the 
American Treaty on Pacific Settlement, and 
another agreement pursuant to Article Iv 
of the Pact of Amity signed on February 21, 
1949. After the Special Committee had re- 
ported to the Council on this matter, at the 
latter’s meeting of January 18, 1956, the 
activities of the committee were terminated. 


Invocation of the Treaty of Rio de Janeiro 
by the Government of Ecuador 


On September 8, 1955, the Government 
of Ecuador presented a note to the Council 
in which it stated that Ecuador was faced 
with a serious situation created by the Gov- 
ernment of Peru, one that was affecting and 
placing in imminent danger its territorial 
integrity, its sovereignty, and its political 
independence. In the note the Government 
of Ecuador requested the immediate con- 
vocation of a Meeting of Consultation of 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs, in accordance 
with Article 6 of the Inter-American Treaty 
of Reciprocal Assistance. 

At the special meeting of the Council held 
the same day to consider the request of the 
Government of Ecuador, the Alternate Rep- 
resentative of Peru made a statement con- 
cerning the note received, and the Repre- 
sentative of Ecuador replied. 

During the discussion at this meeting the 
Council noted that the Government of 
Ecuador had already submitted the matter 
to the governments of the Guarantor States, 
named in conformity with the terms of the 
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Protocol of Peace, Friendship, and Bounda- 
ries between Ecuador and Peru, signed at 
Rio de Janeiro in 1942. The Guarantor 
States are Argentina, Brazil, Chile, and the 
United States. Also, the Representative of 
Brazil reported that the representatives of 
these states were, at that moment, meeting 
in Rio de Janeiro to study the matter and 
suggested that the Council might wish to 
learn the results of this meeting before taking 
a decision on the Ecuadorian request. The 
representatives of the other Guarantor 
States made similar statements, and in view 
of this the Council took no decision at this 
meeting, limiting itself to approving the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

The Council of the Organization of American 
States, 

TAKING COGNIZANCE of the note received from 
the Ambassador of Ecuador bearing today’s date, 
and having heard the statement of the Repre- 
sentative of Peru and those of the Representatives 
of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, and the United States, 
which are the Guarantor States designated in the 
Protocol of Peace, Friendship, and Boundaries 
signed by the Governments of Ecuador and Peru 
at Rio de Janeiro on January 29, 1942, 
RESOLVES: 

To express its satisfaction at the rapidity with 
which the Guarantor States acted in considering 
the situation at today’s meeting and to request 
that the aforesaid governments, through their 
Representatives on the Council, furnish informa- 
tion as soon as possible with respect to the de- 
velopment of the situation and the measures 
taken. 


The following day, September 9, 1955, the 
representatives of the Guarantor States, 
meeting in Rio de Janeiro, reported to the 
Council by cablegram that, with the aim of 
removing any circumstance that might en- 
danger the peace, they had created an In- 
vestigating Committee composed of the 
Military Attachés of the Guarantor States 
stationed in Lima and Quito, to conduct an 
on-the-spot investigation. Under dates of 
September 13 and 19, the Council received 
further cablegrams from the representatives 


of the Guarantor States, reporting on the 
results of the investigation. 

By a note of September 26, the Govern- 
ment of Ecuador informed the Council that 
it no longer considered it necessary to con- 
voke the Organ of Consultation. 


Death of Dr. Carlos Davila, Secretary 
General of the OAS 


Dr. Carlos Davila, the Secretary General 
of the Organization of American States, 
died in Washington, D. C., in the early 
hours of October 19, 1955. That same day 
the Council held a special meeting, at which 
it approved the following resolution: 


WHEREAS: 

Dr. Carlos Davila, Secretary General of the 
Organization of American States, passed away in 
this city before dawn today; 

The death of Dr. Daévila, that outstanding 
statesman, prominent writer, eminent journalist, 
and active and faithful worker in the cause of Pan 
Americanism, deprives the Organization of Ameri- 
can States of his splendid services as Secretary 
General, to which office he was appointed by the 
American governments because of his great and 
numerous personal virtues and qualities; 

The achievements of Dr. Davila have earned for 
him a foremost place in the history of the inter 
American system; and 

The death of Dr. Davila is, moreover, an oc- 
casion of particular sorrow for the Government 
and people of Chile, the country in which, with 
great devotion, he occupied the office of Chief 
Executive, 

The Council of the Organization of American 
States 
RESOLVES: 

1. To record its profound grief over the death 
of Dr. Carlos Davila, an illustrious citizen of 
America. 

2. To observe a minute of silence in memory of 
the deceased. 

3. To place the flag of the Pan American Union 
at halfmast for eight days. 

4. To attend, as a group, the funeral services 
that will be held at Saint Matthew’s Cathedral in 
this city at 10:00 o’clock on the morning of Friday, 
October 21. 

5. To hold a formal meeting of the Council on 
the same day, at 12 o’clock noon, to honor the 
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memory of Dr. Davila; and to request the Chair- 
man of the Council to speak in the name of the 
Council on that occasion. 

6. To dedicate a special publication of the Pan 
American Union to the eminent person who has 
passed away. 

7. To arrange for an oil painting of Dr. Davila 
to be placed in the building of the Pan American 
Union. 

8. To express to the Government and people of 
Chile, through the Representative of Chile on the 
Council, sincerest condolences on the death of so 
eminent a citizen, and to transmit the original 
text of this resolution to the family of Dr. Davila 
with expressions of deepest sympathy. 


In accordance with the resolution, the 
Council held a formal meeting on October 
21 to honor the memory of Dr. Davila. This 
meeting was addressed by the Chairman of 
the Council and by José Maza, Chilean 
Representative to the United Nations and 
Chairman of the Tenth Session of its General 
Assembly. 


Election of the Secretary General 


On January 16, 1956, the Council elected 
Dr. José A. Mora as Secretary General of 
the Organization to complete the term end- 
ing May 18, 1958. Dr. Mora took office at a 
special meeting of the Council held on April 
2, 1956. 


Meeting in Commemoration of the 1826 
Congress of Panama 


At the meeting of May 2, 1956, the Coun- 
cil decided to hold a meeting in Panama City 
in commemoration of the Congress of Pan- 
ama convoked in 1826 by the Liberator 
Simén Bolivar. This proposal, which was 
approved by acclamation, was enthusias- 
tically accepted by the Government of 
Panama. 

The President of Panama subsequently 
invited the Presidents of the American re- 
publics to hold a meeting at the time of the 
commemorative meeting to be held by the 
Council and submitted a draft declaration 
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to be signed by the Presidents. The prepara- 
tion of the final text of this declaration was 
entrusted to the Council at the request of 
the Panamanian Government. 

The Meeting in Commemoration of the 
Congress of Panama took place in Panama 
City, July 18-22, 1956. Its opening session 
was held on July 18, at 11:00 a.m., in the 
Salén Bolivar. Alberto A. Boyd, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Panama, and Dr. César 
Tulio Delgado, Chairman of the Council, 
spoke at this session. During the afternoon 
of the 18th and the morning and afternoon 
of the 19th, the commemorative meeting 
was continued in the Salén Bella Vista of 
the Hotel El Panama. Members of the Coun- 
cil and the Secretary General of the Or- 
ganization spoke at these sessions. 

On the afternoon of July 22, in the Salén 
Bolivar, the Chiefs of State and Presidents- 
elect of the American republics who had 
come to the Meeting of Panama signed the 
“Declaration of Panama”, the text of which 
reads as follows: 


We, the Presidents of the American Republics, 
commemorating in the historic city of Panama 
the Assembly of Plenipotentiaries of the American 
States of 1826, convoked by the Liberator Simén 
Bolivar, which constituted the first collective 
manifestation of Pan Americanism; and recog- 
nizing the continuing validity of the ideals which 
inspired the precursors of continental solidarity, 
subscribe to the following Declaration: . 

1. The destiny of America is to create a civiliza- 
tion that will give tangible meaning to the concept 
of human liberty, to the principle that the State 
is the servant of man and not his master, to the 
faith that man will reach ever greater heights in 
his spiritual and material development and to the 
proposition that all nations can live together in 
peace and dignity. 

2. The full realization of the destiny of America 
is inseparable from the economic and social de- 
velopment of its peoples and therefore makes 
necessary the intensification of national and inter- 
American cooperative efforts to seek the solution 
of economic problems and to raise the standards 
of living of the Continent. 

3. The accomplishments of the Organization of 
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American States, an assurance of peace among the 
Member States and security for the Continent, 
demonstrate how much can be achieved in the 
various fields of international endeavor through a 
loyal cooperation among sovereign nations, and 
move us to strengthen the inter-American organi- 
zations and their activities. 

4. In a world in which the dignity of the indi- 
vidual, his fundamental rights, and the spiritual 
values of mankind are seriously threatened by 
totalitarian forces, alien to the tradition of our 
peoples and their institutions, America holds 
steadfastly to its historic mission: to be a bulwark 
of human liberty and national independence. 

5. An America united, strong, and benevolent 
will not only promote the well-being of the Conti- 
nent but contribute toward achieving for the 
whole world the benefits of a peace based on justice 
and freedom, in which all peoples, without dis- 
tinction as to race or creed, can work with dignity 
and with confidence in the future. 


The Commemorative Meeting ended with 
a formal session of the Council held in honor 
of the Chiefs of State and Presidents-elect 
on the evening of July 22. This session was 
addressed by the Chairman of the Council 
and by Ricardo Arias Espinosa, President 
of the Republic of Panama. 


Relations with inter-American specialized 
organizations 


Relations between the Organization of 
American States and the inter-American 
specialized organizations are governed by 
agreements concluded by the Council and 
the respective organization. According to 
the Charter of the Organization and the 
aforesaid agreements, the Council has spe- 
cific attributes with respect to the special- 
ized organizations. It is advised thereon by 
the Committee on Inter-American Organi- 
zations and on fiscal matters relating to 
them by the Finance Committee. 

The following are specialized organiza- 
tions: American International Institute for 
the Protection of Childhood, Pan American 
Institute of Geography and History, Pan 


American Sanitary Organization, 
American Institute of Agricultural Sciences, 
Inter-American Commission of Women, and 
Inter-American Indian Institute. 

At the meeting of May 16, 1956,. the 
Council assigned to the Committee on Inter- 
American Organizations the study of a re- 
vision of the Agreement between the Council 
and the Pan American Institute of Geog- 
raphy and History, taking into account the 
new Statutes approved by the Sixth Assem- 
bly of the Institute, especially insofar as 
concerns the application of Article x of the 
present Agreement on the preparation and 
presentation of the budget of the Institute. 


Studies on Juridical-political matters 


INTER-AMERICAN PEACE COMMITTEE 


In accordance with Resolution cir of the 
Caracas Conference, the Council, with the 


advice of the Committee on Juridical-politi- | 
cal Matters, prepared Statutes for the Inter- | 


American Peace Committee, after taking 
into consideration the observations of the 
governments on the draft statutes duly 
submitted to them. The Statutes were ap- 
proved by the Council on May 9, 1956, and 
at the meeting of August 6, 1956, Argentina, 
Brazil, Cuba, Mexico, and the United States 
were elected members of the Committee, in 
accordance with the transitory article of the 
aforesaid Statutes. The terms for each coun- 
try, decided by lot at the same meeting, are 
as follows: Mexico, five years; United States, 
four years; Brazil, three years; Argentina, 
two years; and Cuba, one year. 


PROTOCOL TO THE CONVENTION ON DUTIES 
AND RIGHTS OF STATES IN EVENT OF 
Civit STRIFE 


Resolution cit of the Tenth Inter-Ameri- 
can Conference requested the Council to 
study and modify, to the extent necessary, 
the draft protocol that the Council had sub- 


Inter- 











mit 
side 
tion 
gov 
ted 
sugs 
mig 
said 
the 
the 
ion, 
cil. - 
Con 
prey 
to tk 
set 1 
ocea 
with 


In 
sibili 
Paci 
ter-/ 
has : 
ques 
matt 
tions 
ing ¢ 
nizar 
possi 
The 
conti 
limin 
XXIX 
reque 
Juris 
ernm: 
tion ¢ 
reque 
the ¢ 
theres 


respet 
propr 
strum 








Inter- 


clences, 
en, and 


16, the 
1 Inter- 
f a re- 
Council 
— Geog- 
int the 
Assem- 
ofar as 
of the 
on and 
titute. 


TEE 


of the 
ith the 
-politi- 


 Inter- | 


taking 
of the 
s duly 
re ap- 
16, and 
entina, 
States 
tee, in 
of the 
. coun- 
ng, are 
States, 
antina, 


JUTIES 
’ OF 


A meri- 
cil to 
assary, 
d sub- 








ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL 7 


mitted to that gathering, taking into con- 
sideration the amendments and observa- 
tions submitted to the Conference by the 
governments, those subsequently transmit- 
ted by the governments, and such additional 
suggestions as the members of the Council 
might make during their study of the afore- 
said draft. This resolution also provided for 
the opening of the protocol to signature by 
the governments at the Pan American Un- 
ion, after it had been approved by the Coun- 
cil. In accordance with these directives, the 
Committee on Juridical-political Matters 
prepared a draft protocol, which it presented 
to the Council on June 28, 1956. The Council 
set the meeting of October 3, 1956, as the 
oceasion on which it would state its opinion 
with respect to the aforesaid draft. 


Matrers PENDING 


In accordance with Resolution xcrx (Pos- 
sibility of Revising the American Treaty on 
Pacific Settlement) and Resolution c (In- 
ter-American Court of Justice), the Council 
has sent an inquiry to the governments re- 
questing their opinions with respect to the 
matters that are the subjects of these resolu- 
tions. The Council decided that at the meet- 
ing of October 3, 1956, it would take cog- 
nizance of the replies to the inquiry as to the 
possibility of revising the Pact of Bogota. 
The Subcommittee on Human Rights has 
continued to make progress with the pre- 
liminary draft entrusted to it by Resolution 
xxix of the Caracas Conference. At the 
request of the Inter-American Council of 
Jurists, the Council transmitted to the gov- 
ernments the Draft Convention on Extradi- 
tion approved by the Council of Jurists and 
requested that by September 15, 1956, 
the governments make their observations 
thereon and also state their opinions with 
respect to the suitability of, and the ap- 
propriate opportunity for, opening that in- 
strument to the governments for signature. 





Activities of the Council with respect to 
inter-American specialized conferences 


SECOND INTER-AMERICAN MEETING OF 
MINISTERS OF EDUCATION 


The Second Inter-American Meeting of 
Ministers of Education was held in Lima, 
Peru, in May 1956. The Council set the 
date, in consultation with the Government 
of Peru, and prepared the regulations for 
the meeting. At the request of the Peruvian 
Government, the Council voted to invite 
the Minister of Education of Canada to this 
meeting. 


INTER-AMERICAN SPECIALIZED CONFERENCE 
oN ‘CONSERVATION OF NATURAL RE- 
SOURCES: THE CONTINENTAL SHELF 
AND MARINE WATERS” 


This conference took place in Ciudad Tru- 
jillo, Dominican Republic, in March 1956. 
The agenda and regulations of the confer- 
ence were prepared, with the advice of the 
Committee on Inter-American Conferences, 
by the Council, which set the date of 
the conference in consultation with the 
Dominican Government. The Council agreed 
to invite the following organizations and 
governments to participate in the conference 
as observers: Pan American Institute of 
Geography and History; Inter-American 
Tropical Tuna Commission; Permanent Com- 
mission of the South Pacific; France; Nether- 
lands; and United Kingdom. 


INTER-AMERICAN PorT AND 
HarsBor CONFERENCE 


At the suggestion of the Government of 
Costa Rica, the Council approved April 25, 
1956, as the opening date of the Inter-Amer- 
ican Port and Harbor Conference. The Coun- 
cil agreed that invitations to participate in 
the conference by sending observers should 
be extended to the Governments of France, 
the Netherlands, Canada, and the Federal 
Republic of Germany. 
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Decisions relative to organs of the Council 


INTER-AMERICAN ECONOMIC AND 
SoctaL CouNcIL 


The new Statutes of the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council were approved 
by the Council at the meeting of August 3, 
1955. In a resolution passed by the Council 
on December 7, 1955, it requested the Inter- 
American Economic and Sociai Council to 
study the statement presented by the Rep- 
resentatives of Costa Rica, El Salvador 
Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua with 
respect to the 20 per cent increase in mari- 
time freight rates to Central American Pa- 
cific ports agreed upon by the Association of 
West India Transatlantic Steamship Lines, 
and to take such measures as it deemed 
necessary. On April 19, 1956, the Chairman 
of the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council reported to the Council of the 
Organization that the increase had been 
revoked. 


INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL OF JURISTS 


The Third Meeting of the Inter-American 
Council of Jurists was held in Mexico City, 
January 17—February 4, 1956. The Council 
of the Organization transmitted to the con- 
ference on ‘Conservation of Natural Re- 
sources: The Continental Shelf and Marine 
Waters” the text of Resolution x11 of that 
Meeting (Principles of Mexico on the Juridi- 
cal Régime of the Sea), together with the 
minutes and documents of the sessions of 
the Meeting that dealt with territorial waters 
and related questions. The Council entrusted 
the study of Resolution tv (Inter-American 
Academy of Comparative and International 
Law) to the Committee on Inter-American 
Organizations; the study of Resolution vir 
(Draft Convention on Extradition) to the 
Committee on Juridcal-political Matters; 
and the study of Resolution x (Considera- 
tion of Amendments to the Statutes of the 
Inter-American Council of Jurists), to the 
Committee on Organs of the Council. It 


also requested the General Secretariat to | 


transmit the Draft Rules Applicable to 
Reservations to Multilateral Treaties (Reso- 
lution xv), prepared by the Inter-American 
Council of Jurists, to the governments of 
the member states for such observations 
thereon as they deemed advisable. 


INTER-AMERICAN CULTURAL COUNCIL 


The Second Meeting of the Inter-Ameri- | 


can Cultural Council was held in Lima, 
Peru, May 3-12, 1956. The seat and date of 
the Meeting were agreed upon by the Coun- 


cil of the Organization in consultation with | 


the Peruvian Government. Such decisions of 
the Second Meeting as require action by the 


Council or the General Secretariat have | 


been entrusted to the Committee on Organs 
of the Council for study. 


Decisions relative to the Pan American 
Union 


THE BupbGET 


At the meeting of January 18, 1956, the 
Council approved the budget of the Pan 
American Union for the fiscal year 1956-57, 
in the amount of $4,033,737. Of this sum, 
$227,391 was for the Inter-American Defense 
Board and $49,086 for reimbursement to 
the Working Capital Fund. The $3,757,260 
item allocated to the Pan American Union 
includes expenses for the secretariats of the 
Inter-American Juridical Committee, the 
Committee for Cultural Action, and the 
Inter-American Commission of Women. 


REGULATIONS OF THE PAN AMERICAN 
UNION 


At the meeting of May 16, 1956, the Com- 
mittee on Regulations of the Council and of 
the Pan American Union presented the draft 
Regulations of the Pan American Union to 
the Council. The Council approved all the 
articles of the draft with the exception of 
those dealing with a separation indemnity 
and the right to a hearing and reconsidera- 








tion. 
the ¢ 


Tribi 


Cc 
of th 
in W 
held 
it ap 


WHER 
The 
the pé 
Hull, 
States 
The 
of mai 
pecial 
of the 
institu 
people 


| Cordel 


Pan A 
efforts 
zation 
As ( 
Pan At 
mainta 
affairs, 
bor Po! 
ple of 
inter-A 
The 
States 
RESOL\ 
1. T 
of that 
2. Te 
cil, and 
neral se 


Special 

Purs 
Inter-A 
cil held 
The M 
first fro 
from O. 








‘iat to 


ble to 
(Reso- 
erican 
nts of 
rations 


‘CIL 


A meri- 


Lima, 
late of 
Coun- 
n with 
ions of 
by the 

have 
Irgans 


erican | 


6, the 
e Pan 
56-57, 
; sum, 
efense 
ant to 
57,260 
Union 
of the 
2, the 
d the 


en. 


CAN 


‘Com- 
and of 
> draft 
ion to 
ill the 
ion of 
munity 
sidera- 








ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL 9 


tion. These are to be studied more fully by 
the committee. 


Tribute to the Memory of Cordell Hull 


Cordell Hull, former Secretary of State 
of the United States, died on July 23, 1955, 
in Washington, D. C. The Council therefore 
held a special meeting on July 25, at which 
it approved the following resolutions: 


I 
WHEREAS: 

The Council has learned, with deep regret, of 
the passing, on July 23, of the Honorable Cordell 
Hull, former Secretary of State of the United 
States of America; 

The work of that eminent statesman in behalf 
of mankind in international affairs and, very es- 
pecially, in behalf of the peace and the solidarity 
of the American republics and the progress of the 
institutions governing the relations between the 
peoples of our Hemisphere, gives the name of 
Cordell Hull a preeminent place in the history of 
Pan Americanism, inasmuch as he helped, by his 
efforts, lay the foundations of the present Organi- 
zation of American States; and 

As Chairman of the Governing Board of the 
Pan American Union from 1933 to 1944, he always 
maintained a keen interest in inter-American 
affairs, promoting and applying the Good Neigh- 
bor Policy, the liberalization of trade, the princi- 
ple of nonintervention, and the procedures of 
inter-American consultation, 

The Council of the Organization of American 
States 
RESOLVES: 

1. To observe one minute of silence in memory 
of that illustrious citizen of the Americas. 

2. To send a wreath, in the name of the Coun- 
cil, and to request its members to attend the fu- 
neral services for the former Secretary of State. 


3. To entrust to the Pan American Union the 
preparation of a publication that will set forth 
the contribution of Cordell Hull to the Americas 
and extol the lofty thought that inspired his inter- 
national doctrines and his work for peace, which 
won for him the respect and esteem of all peoples 
throughout the world. 


II 


In view of the motion presented by the Delega- 
tion of the Dominican Republic, ‘‘to provide for 
placing in this building, seat of the Organization 
of American States, a permanent memorial to the 
outstanding statesman Cordell Hull’’, 

The Council of the Organization of American 
States 
RESOLVES: 

To refer the aforesaid motion to a special com- 
mittee of the Council, the committee to be com- 
posed of five members appointed by the Chairman 
and to be responsible for submitting to the Coun- 
cil, in due course, appropriate recommendations 
for carrying out this proposal. 


As recommended by this special commit- 
tee, whose chairman was Ambassador Joa- 
quin E. Salazar, Representative of the 
Dominican Republic, the Council decided 
to place a bust of Cordell Hull in the garden 
of the Pan American Union. The bust was 
unveiled on April 14, 1956. Speakers at the 
unveiling ceremonies were the Chairman of 
the Council, the Chairman of the Special 
Committee to Pay Tribute to the Memory 
of Cordell Hull, Dr. Milton Eisenhower, 
representing the President of the United 
States, and Frank C. Clement, Governor of 
Tennessee and President of the Cordeli Hull 
Foundation for International Education. 


IV 
INTER-AMERICAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 


Special Annual Meeting 


Pursuant to Article 21 of its Statutes, the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Coun- 
cil held a Special Annual Meeting in 1955. 
The Meeting was held in two parts, the 
first from September 19 to 23 and the second 
from October 17 to 24. 


In the first part, the Council reviewed its 
activities during the fiscal year 1954-55 and 
considered its work program for 1956-57, 
which was approved. 

During the second part of the Special 
Annual Meeting, the Council received the 


pledges of contributions to be made by the 
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governments for the 1956 Program of Tech- 
nical Cooperation of the Oas. The Council 
elected Ambassador Armando C. Amador, 
Representative of Mexico, as its Chairman 
for the ensuing year, and Mr. Washington 
P. Bermtidez, Representative of Uruguay, 
as Vice Chairman, both of whom took office 
on November 15. 

During the Special Annual Meeting, the 
Council discussed those parts of the budget 
estimates of the Pan American Union re- 
lated to the work program of I-A Ecosoc 
for 1956-57 and requested the Chairman to 
prepare a document summarizing the con- 
clusions reached at that session, to serve as 
a basis for the observations that I-A Ecosoc 
was to present to the Council of the Oas 
pursuant to Article 43 of its Statutes. This 
document was approved by the Council 
after careful examination, and two members 
were charged with presenting it to the Coun- 
cil of the Oas. The document recommended 
additional appropriations for the establish- 
ment of a Division of Technical Cooperation 
within the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs; for meeting expenses con- 
nected with the Economic Conference of the 
Oas; and for conducting research in plant 
sanitation in the banana-producing areas of 
Latin America. 

The Council also discussed the revision 
and orientation of the technical cooperation 
activities of the Oas; approved the Program 
of Technical Cooperation for the calendar 
year 1956, and adopted various measures for 
implementing the Program. 

With regard to the number of standing 
committees for 1955-56, the Council agreed 
to continue the three basic committees al- 
ready existing—namely the Committees on 
Economic Cooperation, Social Cooperation, 
and Technical Cooperation—and to defer 
the establishment of other committees until 
one of its regular meetings. The Chairman 
was authorized to determine the membership 
of those committees after consulting the 
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representatives as to the preferences of the 
delegations. 


Committees of the Council 


STANDING COMMITTEES 


On November 28, 1955, the Council es- 
tablished a fourth standing committee—the 
Committee on Preparations for Economic 
and Social Meetings—and abolished the 
ad hoc Committee for the Preparation of a 
Draft General Economic Agreement, which 
had been established to carry out the pur- 
poses set forth in Resolution 39/54 of the 
Fourth Extraordinary Meeting of I-A Eco- 
soc. It was decided that the duties pre- 
viously assigned to the ad hoc committee 
would be assumed by the new standing com- 
mittee. 

The following membership was decided 
upon for the four standing committees: 


CoMMITTEE ON Economic COOPERATION 
Chairman: Dr. Julio Prado (Ecuador) 
Rapporteur: Mr. Carlos Gibson (Peru) 
Members: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, [] 
Salvador, Honduras, Paraguay, the United 
States, and Venezuela 


CoMMITTEE ON SoctaAL COOPERATION 
Chairman: Dr. Nelson Himiob (Venezuela) 
Rapporteur: Mr. Rafael Glower Valdivieso (EI 
Salvador) 

Members: Argentina, Cuba, the Dominican Re- 
public, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, and the 
United States 


COMMITTEE ON TECHNICAL COOPERATION 
Chairman: Dr. Jorge A. Montealegre (Nicara- 
gua) 

Rapporteur: Ambassador Alberto Sepdtlveda 
Contreras (Chile) 

Members: Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Mexico, the United States, and Venezuela 


COMMITTEE ON PREPARATIONS FOR EcoNoMICc AND 
Soctat MEETINGS 
Chairman: Dr. Ovidio V. Schiopetto (Argen- 
tina) 
Rapporteur: Mr. Jorge Hazera (Costa Rica) 
Members: Brazil, Chile, Cuba, the Dominican 
Republic, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, 
and the United States 
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The four standing committees were of- 
ficially installed, and their Chairmen and 
Rapporteurs assumed office on November 28. 

Subsequently, Dr. Montealegre resigned 
from the Chairmanship of the Committee on 
Technical Cooperation and Ambassador Se- 
pilveda was elected to replace him. Mr. 
Armando Salgado Mascarenhas, of Brazil, 
was then elected to succeed Ambassador 
Septilveda as Rapporteur. 

At the above-mentioned meeting of No- 
vember 28, the Council, pursuant to Article 
98 of its Statutes, elected Ambassador Har- 
old M. Randall, Representative of the 
United States, to serve on the Executive 
Committee together with the Chairman 
and Vice Chairman of the Council and the 
chairmen and rapporteurs of the standing 
committees. 


SpecIAL COMMITTEES 


The special committees are as follows: 


SeecIAL COMMITTEE ON COFFEE 
Chairman: Mr. Harry R. Turkel (United 
States), elected on April 11, 1956, to succeed 
Mr. Edward C. Cale of the same country. 
Vice Chairman: Dr. Enrique Lépez Herrarte 
(Guatemala) 
Rapporteur: Dr. Francisco Banda C. (Ecuador) 
Members: Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Haiti, 
Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Peru, and Vene- 
zuela 


SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON 
COFFEE 
Chairman: Mr. Andrés Uribe C. (Colombia) 
Members: Brazil, El Salvador, Nicaragua, and 
the United States 


SpectAL COMMITTEE ON BANANAS 
Chairman: Dr. Jaime Nebot Velasco (Ecuador) 
Rapporteur: Mr. Jorge Hazera (Costa Rica) 
Members: Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, 
Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Guatemala, 
Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Peru, and 
the United States 


In accordance with the Statutes of I-A 
Ecosoc, the Permanent Executive Commit- 
tee of the Inter-American Travel Congresses 
and the Permanent Executive Committee of 
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inter-American cooperation.. In order to 
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the Pan American Highway Congresses have 
been attached to the Council as special com- 
mittees. Their present membership is as 
follows: 
PERMANENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE IN- 
TER-AMERICAN TRAVEL CONGRESSES 
Chairman: Mr. Eduardo Dibés (Peru) 
Members: Argentina, Costa Rica, Mexico, and 
the United States 
PERMANENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE PAN 
AMERICAN HIGHWAY CONGRESSES 
Chairman: Mr. Rémulo O’Farrill (Mexico) 
Members: Argentina, Brazil, Panama, Peru, the 
United States, and Venezuela 


The Inter-American Port and Harbor 
Conference, held in San José, Costa Rica, 
April-May 1956, established a Permanent 
Technical Committee, attached to I-A 
Ecosoc, which is specifically charged with 
promoting the implementation of the resolu- 
tions adopted by that Conference. Its mem- 
bership is as follows: 

Chairman: Uruguay 

Members: Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 

Peru, and the United States 


New Regulations 


The approval of the new Statutes of the 
Council, in August 1955, made it necessary 
to prepare a set of new Regulations to super- 
sede the current Regulations, approved in 
1950 and amended in 1952. After careful 
consideration, the Council approved the new 
Regulations at its meeting of September 28, 
1956. 


Activities in the Economic Field 


CoopPERATIVE MEASURES FOR ACCELER- 
ATING Economic DEVELOPMENT 


Resolution 54/54 of the Fourth Extra- 
ordinary Meeting recommends that the 
American countries prepare economic-de- 
velopment programs and points out that the 
periodic review of such programs makes it 
possible to promote necessary measures of 
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facilitate implementation of this resolution, 
I-A Ecosoc decided to study the economic- 
development programs of the American re- 
publics, as provided in Resolution 27/53 of 
its Third Extraordinary Meeting, and for 
this purpose the Secretariat prepared a 
document entitled Guideposts to Latin Amer- 
ican Economic Development, which has been 
transmitted to the governments for their 
information. In addition, the Council has 
decided to make an analysis of the aforesaid 
document with a view to deciding on action 
that will make possible the adoption of prac- 
tical cooperative measures on a broad inter- 
American basis. 


FOREIGN INVESTMENTS 


Several resolutions adopted at the Fourth 
Extraordinary Meeting deal with the general 
problem of the financing of economic de- 
velopment and, in particular, with various 
questions relating to the promotion of for- 
eign investments in Latin America and ways 
and means of channeling such investments 
so that they will contribute most effectively 
to economic development. 

The Draft Agreement for the Establish- 
ment of an Inter-American Bank for Eco- 
nomic Development, prepared by the Com- 
mittee of Central Bank Experts that met in 
Santiago, Chile, early in 1955, was trans- 
mitted on June 2, 1955, by I-A Ecosoc to 
the governments, which were requested to 
comment thereon. Thus far only 14 govern- 
ments have complied with this request, and 
the Council is awaiting the replies of the 
remaining countries. Pursuant to Resolution 
62/54, the Council, in the light of those 
comments, may summon a meeting of rep- 
resentatives of the member countries to 
take a decision on the organization of an 
inter-American financial system. 

Consideration is now being given to the 
possibility of including this Draft Agreement 
on the agenda of the Economic Conference 
of the Organization of American States, to 
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be held in Buenos Aires beginning August 
15, 1957. 


PRODUCTIVITY AND REAL INCOME 


Resolutions 48/54, 55/54, and 58/54 of 
the Fourth Extraordinary Meeting deal with 
this topic. The first resolution refers to the 
preparation of a multilateral agreement for 
the establishment of an entity to encourage 
and promote inter-American cooperation in 
the fields of industrial technology and pro- 
ductivity. The second resolution provides for 
the Council to undertake studies looking 
toward the preparation of a Code of Tech- 
nical Standards that might serve as a basis 
for governing the trade in the principal raw 
materials and semimanufactured products. 
The third of these resolutions relates to the 
desirability of making the best possible use 
of I-A Ecosoc’s services in exchanging and 
divulging information on any aspect of 
inter-American cooperation and_ technical 
assistance and describes various procedures 
for attaining this goal. 

The Council has prepared a report en- 
titled Development of Technical Standards 
which considers the best means by which to 
promote the development of national tech- 
nical standards and their extension into the 
international field, the procedure to be fol- 
lowed in order to promote the establishment 
of technical-standards agencies in those 
countries that do not have them, and the 
possibilities of technical cooperation for the 
establishment and operation of such agen- 
cies. The Council decided to transmit. this 
report to the governments of the member 
states for their information and guidance 
and to convoke, for the first quarter of 1957, 
an inter-American meeting of experts 0! 
standardization, of an official nature, to 
promote the development of national tech- 
nical standards and to agree on the bases for 
an inter-American cooperative program lead- 
ing to the establishment of common practice: 
for product standardization in the Hem: 
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isphere. At the same time, the Council re- 
quested the Committee on Technical Coop- 
eration to study the possibility of proposing 
a training program in the field of standardi- 
zation. 


GENERAL Economic AGREEMENT 


Resolution 39/54 of the Fourth Extra- 
ordinary Meeting provides for the prepara- 
tion of the draft text of a general economic 
agreement for submittal to the Economic 
Conference in Buenos Aires. The Committee 
on Preparations for Economic and Social 
Meetings is working on the preparation of a 
preliminary draft to serve as a basis for the 
agreement. 


InTER-LATIN-AMERICAN TRADE 


Resolution 47/54 charged the Council 
with preparing a study of the possibilities of 
intensifying regional trade on the basis of 
special customs and trade treatment among 
the Latin American countries. The Council 
is studying the possible economic effects of 
such special customs and trade treatment 
on the intensification of inter-Latin-Ameri- 
can commerce and attempting to determine 
feasible measures for reconciling regional 
preferences with the terms of existing agree- 
ments, and modifications that might be 
made. The Secretariat is preparing a working 
document on this question. 


ForEIGN TRADE IN GENERAL 


Resolutions 37/54, 44/54, and 46/54 relate 
to this subject. The first of these resolutions 
deals with fluctuations in the prices of import 
and export products, terms of trade, the 
measurement of these fluctuations, and 
means of combatting them through the use 
of an “anticyclic credit policy”. The second 
resolution proposes a number of measures 
for increasing the foreign trade of the Ameri- 
can republics, and the third deals with 
measures for the expansion of markets for 
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raw materials, foodstuffs, and manufactured 
goods produced in the Hemisphere. 

Particular attention is being given to the 
preparation of special studies on the prob- 
lems presented by cotton, bananas, coffee, 
and cacao. This work is described in detail 
under the heading ‘Markets’. 

One of the general studies now under way 
is an examination of ways and means to in- 
crease Latin American exports so that for- 
eign trade will become more profitable for 
the countries concerned and will promote 
their economic stability and development. 

MARKETS 

Several resolutions of the Fourth Extra- 
ordinary Meeting deal with specific prod- 
ucts such as coffee and bananas. Others relate 
to the general problem of unstable prices and 
markets for raw materials and appropriate 
measures for solving this problem. 

I-A Ecosoc prepared a study on the inter- 
national coffee situation, which was trans- 
mitted to the governments of the member 
states for their comments. On the basis of 
observations received, the Subcommittee of 
the Special Committee on Coffee is now pre- 
paring one or more preliminary draft agree- 
ments along the general lines described in 
that study. 

A technical mission of the Secretariat 
recently visited the banana producing and 
importing countries of Latin America for the 
purpose of obtaining on-the-spot information 
concerning economic and other aspects of 
the banana industry, investigating the na- 
ture and incidence of banana diseases, and 
studying market possibilities. The mission 
will present its report in the near future and 
suggest methods that will make it possible 
to establish an adequate reporting system 
for current and other statistics. 

I-A Ecosoc is at present considering the 
advisability of organizing the Special Com- 
mittee on Cacao created by Resolution 
18/52. 
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The Council plans to study the advisa- 
bility and possibility of establishing a spe- 
cialized inter-American organization for lead, 
copper, zine, tin, and tungsten. Such a study 
will enable it to advise the Council of the 
Organization regarding the action proposed 
in Resolution txx1v of the Tenth Inter- 
American Conference. 

A study entitled The Cotton Market and 
the Latin American Economies, prepared by 
the Secretariat, was transmitted to the gov- 
ernments of the member states, together 
with certain recommendations regarding the 
situation of the world cotton market. Two 
additional, detailed studies were later pre- 
sented by the Secretariat to the Council to 
enable it to keep abreast of the market situ- 
ation in regard to this product. 

Other items included in the work program 
concern a study of factors affecting the 
prices of basic commodities and a study of 
special conditions that alter the structure 
of markets for certain commodities and the 
effects of such changes on the economies of 
the producing countries. 


THE PROBLEM OF SURPLUSES AND 
SurpuLus DIsPosAL 


Resolution 35/54 provides for continuing 
the studies on agricultural surpluses and 
also examining the possibility and desira- 
bility of planning and coordinating an inter- 
national system for the administration of 
reserves. The Council’s work program con- 
templates the continuation of the study on 
agricultural surpluses, including the possi- 
bility of establishing a reserve system. The 
Council will coordinate its work in this field 
with that of other international organiza- 
tions, particularly the Fao Advisory Com- 
mittee on Surplus Disposal. 

In order to coordinate its work on sur- 
pluses and surplus disposal with that of 
other international organizations, I-A Eco- 
soc accepted an invitation to be represented 
at the Fifteenth Plenary Meeting of the 
International Cotton Advisory Committee, 


ANNALS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 


held in Washington in May 1956. The Coun- 
cil was represented by its Chairman, as an 
observer. 

The Council also designated its Chairman 
to represent it as an observer at the Con- 
ference of the American Coffee Federation 
(FEDECAME), held in Mexico City at the end 
of May 1956. 

In compliance with instructions from the 
Council, its Secretariat maintains close liai- 
son with the secretariats of other organiza- 
tions working in this field. 


BASIC-COMMODITY REQUIREMENTS AND 
Economic DEVELOPMENT 


In order to gain more precise information 
on the role of basic commodities in relation to 
economic development, the Council decided 
to study the changes that occur in require- 
ments for such commodities as development 
progresses and the structure of the American 
economies becomes more diversified. Specific 
studies planned relate to changes in raw- 
material requirements and changes in the 
patterns of consumption as income increases. 
These studies are included in the current 
work program. 


INTER-AMERICAN OCEANOGRAPHIC INSTI- 
TUTE IN THE GALAPAGOS ISLANDS 


Resolution txxxiv of the Tenth Inter- 
American Conference recommends to the 
Council of the Organization the study of 
“the possibility of establishing in the Galé- 
pagos Islands, in agreement with the Gov- 
ernment of Ecuador, an Inter-American 
Oceanographic Institute which, in collabora- 
tion with other specialized organizations, 
shall give preferential attention to scientific 
research in oceanography in its several 
fields (geological, historical, static, dynamic, 
biological, and economic) with a view to 
obtaining, through the cooperation of all the 
Member States, a better understanding and 
utilization of the natural resources of oceanic 
waters, submerged strata, and the subsoil.” 
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In response to a request from the Council 
of the Oas, I-A Ecosoc prepared a report 
favoring the establishment of an Oceano- 
graphic Institute and presenting its views on 
various questions relating to the organiza- 
tion, functions, and financing of such an 
Institute. 


INTER-AMERICAN PorT AND 
HarRBoR CONFERENCE 


Resolution 24/54 called for the holding of 
an Inter-American Port and Harbor Con- 
ference in which technical experts of the 
American countries, appointed by their re- 
spective governments, were to participate 
and which should be attended also by entities 
interested in matters related to port ad- 
ministration and maritime transportation. 

The Conference met in San José, Costa 
Rica, in April-May 1956, and adopted 22 
resolutions recommending a number of meas- 
ures designed, for the most part, to reduce 
the cost of merchandise to the consumer. In 
order to provide continuity for the work of 
the Inter-American Port and Harbor Con- 
ference, a Permanent Technical Committee 
was established and specifically charged with 
promoting the implementation of the de- 
cisions adopted. 

It was decided, also, to request each gov- 
ernment to appoint a technical coordinator 
or coordinating agency that would promote 
liaison between the Permanent Technical 
Committee and the ports of the country 
concerned. 

The Conference adopted a “Declaration 
of San José”, which is a statement of prin- 
ciples setting forth the desired objectives in 
the fields of port development, administra- 
tion, and operation in the Hemisphere. 


UNIFORM AND COMPARABLE MARITIME 
STATISTICS 


Resolutions 30/54 and 7/55 deal with 
measures for promoting the compilation of 
uniform and comparable maritime statistics. 


On the basis of a document prepared by . 
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the Secretariat of I-A Ecosoc, which out- 
lines the minimum elements necessary for 
establishing uniform and comparable mari- 
time statistics in the American republics, 
and taking into consideration a number of 
observations made on this subject by the 
Third Inter-American Statistical Confer- 
ence, held in Petrépolis, Brazil, in June 1955, 
the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council (by Resolution 10/56), and the 
Inter American Statistical Institute adopted 
a plan of action which is being carried out. 


PROMOTION AND DEVELOPMENT OF 
NATIONAL MERCHANT MARINES 


The nature of studies to be made on this 
important topic will depend partly on the 
results of the work being done in the field of 
uniform and comparable maritime statistics. 


IMPROVEMENT OF MARITIME AND INLAND- 
WATERWAY TRANSPORTATION IN THE 
AMERICAN REPUBLICS 


Resolution 26/54 provides for a number 
of measures directed toward the improve- 
ment of maritime and inland-waterway 
transportation in the Americas. 

The work program of I-A Ecosoc proposes 
the following action: formulation of a pro- 
gram of technical training in the field of 
maritime transportation; preparation of a 
study for determining procedures looking 
toward the adoption of uniform principles 
and uniform interpretation of mercantile 
shipping laws; and formulation of a long- 
term program, which will involve an analysis 
or a series of analyses by competent trans- 
portation experts to serve as a basis for 
recommendations on the development of in- 
land-waterway transportation in the Amer- 
icas. 


CooORDINATION OF INTER-AMERICAN TRANS- 
PORTATION FACILITIES IN TIME OF 
EMERGENCY 


Resolution 29/54 of the Fourth Extra- 
ordinary Meeting provides: that “The ad 
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hoc Committee of qualified technical experts 
provided for in Resolution 37/51 shall be 
convoked ... to study the data available to 
the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council on transportation requirements and 
availabilities and to prepare recommenda- 
tions to the governments on measures and 
procedures leading, in the event of an emer- 
gency, to the most effective, equitable utili- 
zation of inter-American transportation fa- 
cilities.” 

The Secretariat of I-A Ecosoc compiled 
data and information which, it is felt, can 
serve as a basis for the work of the ad hoc 
committee previously mentioned. 

Accordingly, I-A Ecosoc, by Resolution 
9/56, decided to ask the governments 
whether they desired to appoint qualified 
technical experts to serve on the ad hoc com- 
mittee. Nine governments replied in the 
affirmative. 

However, I-A Ecosoc decided not to 
convoke the ad hoc Committee on Trans- 
portation in Time of Emergency, for the 
time being, since the documents, studies, 
and conclusions of the ad hoc Committee on 
Freight and Insurance Rates will be ex- 
tremely useful background material for the 
ad hoc committee on transportation. 


INTER-AMERICAN MARITIME FREIGHT AND 
INSURANCE RATES 


Resolution xrx of the Fourth Meeting of 
Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs 
(1951), and I-A Ecosoc Resolutions 38/51, 
45/51, 41/52, 19/53, 31/54, 17/55, and 
25/55, adopted pursuant to the first-named 
decision, provided for a comprehensive study 
to be made on the system of freight and 
insurance rates applicable to inter-American 
trade and for the preparation of recom- 
mendations on the pertinent problems and 
their solution. 

The ad hoc Committee of Specialists of 
the American Republics for the Study of 
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Freight and Insurance Rates, established 
by Resolution 38/51 of the Second Extra: 
ordinary Meeting of I-A Ecosoc, was called 
into session and presented a report to the 
Council on March 11, 1952. The committee 
then declared a recess until certain informa- 
tion outlined in its report could be gathered 
and tabulated. 

Resolution 31/54 of the Fourth Extra. 
ordinary Meeting requested the committee 
to continue and complete within one year 
its study on the system of freight and in- 
surance rates applicable to inter-American 
trade. 

Inasmuch as the Secretariat had gathered 
sufficient information for the committee to 
continue its work, I-A Ecosoc decided, in 
Resolution 17/55, to call a second meeting 
of the committee, which was held in Novem- 
ber 1955. The committee, after examining 
the data compiled in compliance with the 
instructions of the first meeting, decided to 
discontinue its session pending the comple- 
tion of a report which is now under prepara- 
tion. The committee expects to renew its 
sessions before the end of the year. 

The Representatives of the Central Amer- 
ican countries on the Council of the Oas 
presented a joint statement to that Council 
regarding a 20 per cent surcharge on mar'- 
time freight rates for shipments consigned 
to ports on the Pacific Coast of Central 
America. This surcharge was established by 
the Association of West India Transatlantic 
Steamship Lines for a three-month period 
beginning in November 1955. In the opinion 
of the Central American delegations, the 
measure seriously affected their countries 
economies. 

The Council of the Oas took note of this 
statement and referred it to I-A Ecosoc for 
study and pertinent action. While I-A Eco- 
soc was still awaiting certain additional dats 
requested from the Representatives of the 
Central American countries, it was learned 
that the 20 per cent surcharge had _ bee 
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canceled before expiration of the three- 
month period. 

By Resolution 14/56 of April 12, 1956, 
I-A Ecosoc expressed its satisfaction at the 
cancellation of the above-mentioned sur- 
charge and transmitted the pertinent infor- 
mation to the Council of the Oas. 


INTER-AMERICAN TRAVEL 


The American republics have repeatedly 
recognized, in resolutions of inter-American 
conferences, the importance of tourist travel 
for the economic, social, and cultural devel- 
opment of their peoples. In order to en- 
courage this activity, they have held a series 
of Inter-American Travel Congresses, re- 
cently recognized as Inter-American Special- 
ized Conferences. Six of these Congresses 
have been held, in the following places and 
years: San Francisco, California, 1939; Mex- 
ico City, 1941; San Carlos de Bariloche, 
Argentina, 1949; Lima, Peru, 1952; Panama 
City, Panama, 1954; and San José, Costa 
Rica, 1956. 

The Sixth Inter-American Travel Con- 
gress, held in San José, Costa Rica, in April 
1956 and attended by more than 200 dele- 
gates and observers from the American re- 
publics, adopted a number of recommenda- 
tions and proposals, now being considered by 
the governments of the member states and 
appropriate organs of the Organization. 
Fifty-seven resolutions and votes were ap- 
proved as a result of the deliberations of 
this Specialized Conference. The final act 
has been reproduced in Spanish and English 
and widely distributed for the purpose of 
publicizing the work of the Congress. 

All four technical committees of the Con- 
gresses met for the first time, to consider 
various reports, in the following places and 
months: Committee on Travel Plant, at the 
Pan American Union, December 1955; Com- 
mittee on Tourist-travel Promotion, in Mex- 
ico City, February 1956; Committee on Re- 
moval of Travel Barriers, in Buenos Aires, 
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Agencies, in Lima, September 1955; Com- 
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February 1956; and Committee on Research 
and Oganization, in Lima, February 1956. 

The Permanent Executive Committee 
held its second meeting in Lima, Peru, from 
February 28 to March 5, 1956, for the pur- 
pose of studying the reports presented by 
the four technical committees. The con- 
clusions approved were submitted to the 
afore-mentioned Sixth Inter-American 
Travel Congress for consideration. 


Pan AMERICAN HIGHWAY SYSTEM 


The need for establishing land communi- 
cations and developing automotive travel in 
the New World has been a matter of con- 
stant concern at the Inter-American Con- 
ferences. Since the Sixth Conference, held in 
Santiago, Chile, in 1923, much has been done 
toward attaining adequate integration of 
the national networks into one great Pan 
American Highway System. One means of 
advancing this work has been the Pan Amer- 
ican Highway Congresses, of which six have 
been held, as follows: Buenos Aires, 1925; 
Rio de Janeiro, 1929; Santiago, Chile, 1939; 
Mexico City, 1941; Lima, 1951; and Caracas, 
1954. In addition, a Special Pan American 
Highway Congress was held in Mexico City 
in 1953. 

The latest meeting of the Permanent 
Executive Committee of the Pan American 
Highway Congresses was held in Mexico in 
February 1955. The next meeting, originally 
scheduled to convene in May 1956 at the 
Pan American Union, was postponed until 
October. The purpose of this meeting will be 
to consider the reports prepared by the four 
technical committees during the period Sep- 
tember 1955 to February 1956. These reports 
will serve as a basis for the deliberations of 
the Seventh Pan American Highway Con- 
gress, to meet in Panama in 1957. 

The four technical committees met in the 
following places and months: Committee on 
Development of Government Highway 
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mittee on Terminology, in Buenos Aires, 
February 1956; Committee on Planning, in 
Rio de Janeiro, February 1956; and Com- 
mittee on Financing, in Caracas, also in 
February 1956. The Permanent Executive 
Committee created a special subcommittee 
to direct explorations in the Darien Region 
of Panama and adjacent areas in Colombia. 
The subcommittee, composed of specialists 
from Colombia, Panama, and the United 
States, held its first meeting in August 1955, 
and has continued its work since then with 
permanent offices in Panama City. 

The Travel Division of the Department 
of Economic and Social Affairs of the Pan 
American Union, as Permanent Secretariat 
of the Pan American Highway Congresses, 
has participated actively in the organization 
and holding of these meetings, for which it 
has prepared several working documents. 

The Secretariat maintains liaison with the 
Panamanian authorities charged with mak- 
ing initial arrangements for the organization 
of the Seventh Pan American Highway 
Congress, and has drawn up the draft agenda 
and regulations for that Congress, which 
will be considered at the next meeting of the 
Permanent Executive Committee. 


PROMOTION OF NATIONAL-INCOME 
RESEARCH 


The problem of developing national-in- 
come statistics has been included in the 
work programs of I-A Ecosoc for a number 
of years. To this end, the Council has under- 
taken various activities directed to facilitat- 
ing the work of the Latin American econo- 
mist. In addition to issuing and distributing 
several publications and studies, the Coun- 
cil—in cooperation with the Government of 
Chile, the Inter American Statistical Insti- 
tute, the United Nations, the Economic 
Commission for Latin America, and the 
United States Department of Commerce— 
organized an Inter-American Seminar on 
National Income, which met in Santiago, 
Chile, in January 1953. 
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Activities in the Social Field 


REGIONAL SEMINARS ON SocraL AFFAIRS 


Resolution xt of the Tenth Inter-Amer- 
ican Conference recommended to I-A 
Ecosoc that it consider the organization 
of a new series of seminars on social affairs, 
on the basis of the experience it had ac- 
quired in this field. These seminars afford 
opportunity for experts from various coun- 
tries to discuss technical subjects and 
problems and consider possible solutions on 
an informal basis without committing their 
countries to supporting the conclusions 
adopted. 

The Council has decided (Resolution 
19/56) on the holding of a second series of 
regional seminars, whose central theme will 
be “The Contribution of Social Programs 
to Economic Development”. The first sem- 
inar in this series will be held in the first 
quarter of 1957 at a place as yet undeter- 
mined. The two remaining seminars are 
planned for the following fiscal year. 


SocraL ASPECTS OF ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 


Resolution xxiv of the Tenth Inter- 
American Conference recommended that 
I-A Ecosoc study, and prepare a report on, 
the problems growing out of the reciprocal 
influence of social and economic aspects in 
the development of the countries of the 
Continent. Work on this subject has been 
discontinued for the time being since it is 
expected that the regional seminars will 
provide a great deal of valuable information 
that may be useful in preparing the docu- 
ment requested by the Tenth Conference. 


MEETINGS OF EXPERTS AND INTER- 
AMERICAN SPECIALIZED 
CONFERENCES IN THE 

SociaL FIELD 


These gatherings are called to bring to- 
gether technical officers from national in- 
stitutions in order that they may advise 


solely for I-A Ecosoc, which will consider 





I-A Ecosoc in their respective specialized 
fields, with a view to inter-American co- 
operation; and to promote the exchange of 
information and strengthen the ties between 
I-A Ecosoc and the technical agencies of 
the member countries. 

The Council has called a First Inter- 
American Technical Meeting on Housing 
and Planning and has approved its agenda 
and regulations. The Meeting will be held 
in Bogota, Colombia, beginning Novem- 
ber 26, 1956. 


PRIVATE INTER-AMERICAN BANK FOR THE 
PROMOTION OF HOUSING OF SOCIAL 
INTEREST 


Resolution xxxvi of the Tenth Inter- 
American Conference requested I-A Ecosoc 
to undertake, in collaboration with the 
United Nations and other international 
organizations, studies on the possibility of 
establishing a Private Inter-American Bank 
for the Promotion of Housing of Social 
Interest. 

The Secretariat of I-A Ecosoc and a 
United Nations Commission are now pre- 
paring a report on the Financing of Housing 
in Latin America, which may serve as a 
basis for the study requested by Resolution 
XXXVI. 

It should also be noted that the Ninth 
Pan American Congress of Architects, 
which was organized by the Pan American 
Federation of Associations of Architects, 
a nonofficial inter-American institution, 
established a Permanent Study Committee 
for the purpose of carrying out, on its own 
account, studies on the possibility of es- 
tablishing a Private Inter-American Bank 
for the Promotion of Housing of Social 
Interest. The Study Committee offered to 
submit a report to I-A Ecosoc on this 
matter, and the Council, by Resolution 
21/56, accepted the offer with the under- 
standing that the report would be prepared 
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this document together with any other 
background material it deems useful. 


OTHER STUDIES IN THE SOCIAL FIELD 


The Secretariat of the Council has con- 
tinued its activities in the fields of housing 
and planning, cooperatives, social work, 
migration, labor, and workers’ education by 
preparing studies, reports, and _ bulletins 
and, on frequent occasions, by lending 
on-the-spot advisory services. These activ- 
ities are described in detail in the chapter 
relating to the Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs of the Pan American 
Union. 


the Field of Technical 


Activities in 
Cooperation 


PROGRAM OF TECHNICAL COOPERATION 


By Resolution 26/55 of October 24, 1955, 
I-A Ecosoc approved the Program of 
Technical Cooperation of the Organization 
of American States for the Calendar Year 
1956, prepared by the Coordinating Com- 
mittee on Technical Assistance and re- 
viewed by the Committee on Technical 
Cooperation. The Program, with a total 
budget of $1,613,760, included the follow- 
ing seven projects: 

Project 10, Inter-American Training Center for 
Economic and Financial Statistics, in Santiago, 
Chile 

Project 22, Inter-American Housing Center, in 
Bogoté, Colombia 

Project 26, Inter-American Rural Normal 
School, in Rubio, Venezuela 

Project 29, Pan American Training Center for 
the Evaluation of Natural Resources, in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil 

Project 32, Workshops on the Administration of 
Children’s Services, in Montevideo, Uruguay 

Project 39, Technical Education for the Im- 
provement of Agriculture and Rural Life, in Tur- 
rialba, Costa Rica 

Project 77, Pan American Aftosa Center, in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
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FINANCIAL POSITION OF THE PROGRAM 


Notwithstanding the increasing impor. 
tance of the Program and the prestige now 
enjoyed by its activities for economic and 
social development in the American coun- 
tries, the financial position of the Program 
has deteriorated in recent years to so great 
an extent that by the middle of 1956 it was 
necessary to reduce its expenditures to 84.] 
per cent of the budget originally approved 
for the Program year, which was smaller, 
in turn, than the budget proposed by the 
Coordinating Committee on Technical Assist- 
ance. The fiscal crisis of the Program has 
become so acute that it was recently neces- 
sary for I-A Ecosoc to ask the Council of 
the Organization to authorize the opening 
of a credit of up to $80,000 from the Work. 
ing Capital Fund of the Pan American 
Union to offset the anticipated deficit for 
the year, this in spite of the drastic budge- 
tary reductions mentioned above. 

Fortunately Argentina has just increased 
its pledge for the Program from 500,000 
pesos in 1955 to 2,160,000 pesos in 1956, 
which has considerably improved the diffi- 
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cult situation of the Program. 
New BasEs FOR THE PROGRAM 


Toward the end of the previous fiscal 
year I-A Ecosoc began a revision of its 
Resolution of April 10, 1950, whereby the 
Program of Technical Cooperation was 
established. The purpose of this revision 
was to make such changes in the resolution 
as appeared necessary, in the light of five 
years’ experience with the Program, for the 
purpose of improving its organization and 
functioning. In this revision, the resolutions 
of the Tenth Inter-American Conference 
and I-A Ecosoc regarding the Program 
were kept uppermost in mind. 

The Council transmitted the Proposed 
Bases for the Program to the governments 
of the member states and to the cooperating 
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agencies of the Program for comment. 
After receiving replies from the governments 
and cooperating agencies, the Council 
entered into further, detailed discussion of 
the revised Bases for the Program of Tech- 
nical Cooperation. 


EVALUATION OF THE TECHNICAL-ASSISTANCE 
FacILitiES AVAILABLE IN THE 
AMERICAS 

In Resolution 58/54 of the Fourth Extra- 
ordinary Meeting, I-A Ecosoc decided to 
prepare, and keep up to date, an evalua- 
tion of the technical-assistance facilities 
available in the countries members of the 
Qas, as well as their technical-assistance 
requirements. 

Activities in the field have thus far been 
limited to the normal function of receiving 
and supplementing reports relative to the 
activities carried out by the various tech- 
nical-assistance programs operating in Latin 
America. 


Direct TECHNICAL-ASSISTANCE SERVICES 
BY AGENCIES OF THE OAS 


Resolutions 30/52 and 31/52 laid down 





general rules to be followed by Oas agencies 
in providing direct technical-assistance ser- 
vices to the member states, with a view to 
coordinating such services and making them 
more readily available. 

Frequent requests are received for direct 
echnical assistance, and while no item is 
specifically allocated for this purpose in the 
budget of the Department of Economic and 
social Affairs of the Pan American Union, 
the assistance requested has, in some cases, 
een given. The services of this nature pro- 
‘ided in the course of the fiscal year 1955-56 
ire described in the section of this report 
elating to the Department of Economic and 
‘ocial Affairs. 


Pusiic ADMINISTRATION 


Pursuant to Resolution 49/53, the Public 
dministration Clearing House was invited 
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to study the requirements of Latin America 
for technical services in the field of public 
administration. 

The Public Administration Clearing 
House sent a study mission to Latin America 
and presented a monograph entitled La 
Administracién Publica en la América 
Latina, which the Secretariat of I-A Ecosoc 
was requested to translate, publish in Eng- 
lish and Spanish, and distribute throughout 
the Americas. This document is now before 
the Council for consideration and study. 


PROFESSIONAL TECHNICAL EDUCATION AND 
INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGICAL RESEARCH 


Resolution Lxxx1m of the Tenth Inter- 
American Conference and Resolutions 48/54 
and 56/54 of the Fourth Extraordinary 
Meeting call for a study of the technical- 
assistance requirements of the Americas in 
the field of professional technical education 
and industrial technological research and 
recommendations as to ways and means 
whereby the Organization of American 
States can help fill those requirements. 

In accordance with instructions from the 
Committee on Technical Cooperation, the 
Secretariat has been exploring the possibility 
of obtaining funds from outside sources in 
order to finance the study proposed by the 
Armour Research Foundation in its docu- 
ment entitled A Study of the Technical 
Education and Research Needs of Industry 
in Latin America, dated May 1955, which 
was translated into Spanish by the Secre- 
tariat for consideration by the committee. 


SECRETARIAT SERVICES TO THE COMMITTEE 
ON TECHNICAL COOPERATION 


Since its establishment the Committee on 
Technical Cooperation has been receiving 
secretariat services from the staff of the 
Executive Secretariat of the Coordinating 
Committee on Technical Assistance. In view 
of the anomaly that this represented—the 








22 ANNALS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 


Executive Secretariat is not an integral part 
of the Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs of the Pan American Union nor is it 
financed with funds of the Union—the 
Council of the Oas, at the request of I-A 


INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL OF JURISTS 


In accordance with the provisions of 
Article 67 of the Charter of the Organiza- 
tion of American States, the purpose of the 
Inter-American Council of Jurists is to 
serve as an advisory body on juridical 
matters; to promote the development and 
codification of public and private inter- 
national law; and to study the possibility of 
attaining uniformity in the legislation of the 
various American countries, insofar as it 
may appear desirable. 

The Inter-American Juridical Committee, 
as permanent committee of the Council of 
Jurists, meets in Rio de Janeiro and under- 
takes such studies and preparatory work as 
may be assigned to it by the Council of 
Jurists, as well as other assignments of work 
coming from the Inter-American Conference, 
the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers 
of Foreign Affairs, or the Council of the 
Organization. The Director of the Depart- 
ment of International Law of the Pan 
American Union is Executive Secretary of 
the Council of Jurists and his office under- 
takes the work of corresponding with the 
members of the Council during the interval 
between meetings, publishing and distribut- 
ing the reports of the Juridical Committee, 
and maintaining other necessary contacts 
with the two bodies. 

The Inter-American Council of Jurists 
held its Third Meeting in Mexico City, 
January 17—February 4, 1956. The agenda 
of the Meeting had been approved by the 
Council of the Organization in accordance 
with the usual procedure provided for in the 
Statutes of the Council of Jurists, as set 
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RecoenizEs as the expression of the juridicalf*'stence o 
conscience of the Continent, and as applicable bef" © an 
tween the American States, the following rulegPstal cot 
among others; and put Import 
DecxarEs that the acceptance of these princf'Vation c 
ples does not imply and shall not have the effect 
of renouncing or prejudicing the position mail: 
tained by the various countries of America on tle 
question of how far territorial waters should ¢- 
tend. 
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A 


TERRITORIAL WATERS 
1. The distance of three miles as the limit of 
territorial waters is insufficient, and does not 
constitute a general rule of international law. 
Therefore, the enlargement of the zone of the sea 
traditionally called ‘‘territorial waters’ is justi- 
fable. 

2. Each State is competent to establish its ter- 
yitorial waters within reasonable limits, taking 
into account geographical, geological, and bio- 
ogical factors, as well as the economic needs of 
ts population, and its security and defense. 


B 
CONTINENTAL SHELF 


The rights of the coastal State with respect to 
the sea-bed and subsoil of its continental shelf 
xtend also to the natural resources found there, 





uch as petroleum, hydrocarbons, mineral sub- 
tances, and all marine, animal, and vegetable 
pecies that live in a constant physical and bio- 
logical relationship with the shelf, not excluding 
he benthonic species. 


Cc 


CONSERVATION OF LIVING RESOURCES OF THE 
HIGH SEAS 





1. Coastal States have the right to adopt, in 
ccordance with scientific and technical principles, 
measures of conservation and supervision neces- 
sary for the protection of the living resources of 
he sea contiguous to their coasts, beyond terri- 
orial waters. Measures taken by a coastal State 
n such case shall not prejudice rights derived 
rom international agreements to which it is a 
party, nor shall they discriminate against foreign 
ishermen. 

2. Coastal states have, in addition, the right of 
xclusive exploitation of species closely related to 
he coast, the life of the country, or the needs of 
he coastal population, as in the case of species 
hat develop in territorial waters and subse- 
huently migrate to the high seas, or when the 
xistence of certain species has an important rela- 
ion to an industry or activity essential to the 
oastal country, or when the latter is carrying 
bit important works that will result in the con- 
ervation or increase of the species. 


D 
BASE LINES 


l. The breadth of territorial waters shall be 
heasured, in principle, from the low-water line 
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along the coast, as marked on large-scale marine 
charts officially recognized by the coastal State. 

2. Coastal States may draw straight base lines 
that do not follow the low-water line when cir- 
cumstances require this method because the coast 
is deeply indented or cut into, or because there 
are islands in its immediate vicinity, or when such 
a method is justified by the existence of economic 
interests peculiar to a region of the coastal State. 
In any of these cases the method may be employed 
of drawing a straight line connecting the outer- 
most points of the coast, islands, islets, keys, or 
reefs. The drawing of such base lines must not 
depart to any appreciable extent from the general 
direction of the coast, and the sea areas lying 
within these lines must be sufficiently linked to 
the land domain. 

3. Waters located within the base line shall be 
subject to the régime of internal waters. 

4. The coastal State shall give due publicity to 
the straight base lines. 

E 
BAYS 

1. A bay is a well-marked indentation whose 
penetration inland in proportion to the width of 
its mouth is such that its waters are inter fauces 
terrae, constituting something more than a mere 
curvature of the coast. 

2. The line that encloses a bay shall be drawn 
between its natural geographical entrance points 
where the indentation begins to have the config- 
uration of a bay. 

3. Waters comprised within a bay shall be sub- 
ject to the juridical régime of internal waters if 
the surface thereof is equal to or greater than that 
of a semicircle drawn by using the mouth of the 
bay as a diameter. ‘ 

4. If a bay has more than one entrance, this 
semicircle shall be drawn on a line as long as the 
sum total of the length of the different entrances. 
The area of the islands located within a bay shall 
be included in the total area of the bay. 

5. So-called ‘“‘historical’’ bays shall be subject 
to the régime of internal waters of the coastal 
State or States. 


The preceding resolution was transmitted 
to the Inter-American Specialized Confer- 
ence on “Conservation of Natural Re- 
sources: The Continental Shelf and Marine 
Waters”, held in Ciudad Trujillo, Domin- 
ican Republic, from March 15 to 28, 1956, 
which is discussed in Chapter vir of this 
report. 
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Among other decisions of the Third 
Meeting of the Council of Jurists were the 
adoption of a Draft Convention on Extra- 
dition, a Draft Uniform Law on Inter- 
American Commercial Arbitration, and 
Draft Rules Applicable to Reservations to 
Multilateral Treaties. The amendments to 
the Statutes of the Council of Jurists pro- 
posed by the Council of the Organization 
in fulfillment of the provisions of Resolution 
LI of the Tenth Inter-American Conference 
were returned to the Council with minor 
changes proposed for some articles. In like 
manner, amendments to the Regulations of 
the Juridical Committee called for by the 


VI 
INTER-AMERICAN CULTURAL COUNCIL 


As set forth in the Charter of the Organiza- 
tion of American States, the purpose of the 
Inter-American Cultural Council, as an 
organ of the Council of the Organization, is 
“to promote friendly relations and mutual 
understanding among the American peoples, 
in order to strengthen the peaceful senti- 
ments that have characterized the evolution 
of America, through the promotion of ed- 
ucational, scientific, and cultural exchange.” 

The Inter-American Cultural Council, at 
its First Meeting (Mexico City, 1951), had 
designated Sao Paulo, Brazil, as the site of 
its Second Meeting. When the Government 
of Brazil informed the Council that, for 
various reasons, it would be impossible to 
offer the necessary facilities to hold the 
Meeting in Sao Paulo, the Council of the 
Organization accepted an invitation from 
the Government of Peru to hold it in Lima, 
where it took place from May 3 to 12, 1956. 

The Chairman of the Inter-American Cul- 
tural Council, Manuel Gual Vidal, being 
deceased, the Vice Chairman, Félix Diam- 
bois, Representative of Haiti, presided over 
the initial sessions, until the election of 
General Juan Mendoza Rodriguez, Repre- 





same resolution were approved and a mend: 
as provisional until the Council of the Organ. 
ization had approved the revised Statutes, 
Santiago, Chile, was chosen as the place 
of the Fourth Meeting. Details of the Thir 
Meeting may be found in the report of the 
Executive Secretary, April 1956. 
Additional information on the activities 
of the Inter-American Council of Jurist 
and its permanent committee, the Inte: 
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mendations with regard to the content 
thereof. The question of the site of the Third 
Meeting was referred to the Council of the 
Organization for determination. 


Committee for Cultural Action 


The Committee for Cultural Action, with 
headquarters in Mexico City, functions as 
the permanent committee of the Inter- 
American Cultural Council, “for the purpose 
of preparing any studies that the latter may 
assign to it.” 

The members of the committee during 
1955-56 were the five states selected by the 
Tenth Inter-American Conference: Brazil, 
Cuba, Haiti, Mexico, and the United States. 
As provided by the Charter of the Organiza- 
tion and its own Statutes, the Inter-Ameri- 
can Cultural Council, at its Second Meeting 
(Lima, May 1956), elected the individual 
representatives to serve on the Committee 
for Cultural Action from panels of three 
submitted by each of the above-mentioned 
member states. The results of the election 
were as follows: Brazil, Clodomir Vianna 
Moog; Cuba, Gonzalo Chirino y Rangel; 
Haiti, Philippe Cantave; Mexico, José Ro- 
mano Mufioz; the United States, Robert G. 
Caldwell. At the first session of the com- 
mittee following the election, Mr. Vianna 
Moog was again chosen chairman. 

At the meeting of the Cultural Council, 
the Committee for Cultural Action was 
represented by Mr. Vianna Moog and Mr. 
Romano Mufioz. They presented the general 
report on the committee’s activities since 
the First Meeting, and the 16 studies which 
had been prepared during the interval. The 
Council confirmed the assignment of certain 
studies currently in progress, and made 
additional assignments for the ensuing 
period. The Council also approved the 
Regulations of the committee, which the 
latter had drafted. 

During 1955-56 the committee held 27 
regular sessions and 42 meetings of working 
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groups, for the consideration of drafts of 
studies in addition to those presented at the 
Second Meeting of the Cultural Council. 
As in previous years, the Government of 
Mexico continued to provide a number of 
facilities for the committee: office space and 
furniture, supplies, and messenger service. 


Local Secretariat, Committee for Cultural 
Action 


This division of the Department of Cul- 
tural Affairs of the Pan American Union 
functions in Mexico City for the purpose of 
providing secretariat services for the mem- 
bers of the Committee for Cultural Action. 

In addition to purely secretarial aid, 
during the fiscal year 1955-56 the staff 
gathered background material for 11 studies 
of the Committee for Cultural Action, pre- 
pared 21 working documents, drew up pre- 
liminary drafts of 6 studies and made re- 
visions thereof, drafted a general report on 
activities of the committee for submission 
at the Second Meeting of the Inter-American 
Cultural Council, and kept the records of the 
committee’s meetings. 

The secretariat has further performed the 
necessary administrative functions of a field 
office, including the maintenance of relations 
with designated offices of the host govern- 
ment and constant liaison with headquarters. 
During the course of the year, the Pan 
American Union agency in Mexico was in- 
corporated with the office, and secretarial 
services were provided for Pan American 
Union staff members on mission in Mexico 
as well as for the Third Meeting of the Inter- 
American Council of Jurists. 

The secretariat took an active role in the 
commemoration of Pan American Day, aid- 
ing primary and secondary schools in Mexico 
City in planning celebrations, and distribut- 
ing 24,000 pamphlets among universities and 
other institutions of learning, as well as to 


_individuals. 
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Administrative Secretariat of the Council 


The Administrative Secretariat of the 
Inter-American Cultural Council functions 
within the Office of the Director of the De- 
partment of Cultural Affairs of the Pan 
American Union for the purpose of coor- 
dinating activities of the department with 
those of the Committee for Cultural Action; 
providing communication between those 
two entities; and maintaining liaison with 
the representatives on the Cultural Council, 
and with the representatives on the Council 
of the Organization, in matters concerning 


VII 
PAN AMERICAN UNION 


The Pan American Union is the central 
and permanent organ and General Secre- 
tariat of the Organization of American 
States. It performs the duties assigned to it 
in the Charter of the Organization and such 
other duties as may be assigned to it by other 
inter-American treaties and agreements. It 
also acts as the Secretariat of the Council 
of the Organization and, through its respec- 
tive departments, as Secretariat of the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council, 
the Inter-American Council of Jurists, and 
the Inter-American Cultural Council. 

The work performed during the year 
1955-56 by the technical and administrative 
departments of the Pan American Union is 
described below. 


Department of Economic and Social Affairs 


SECRETARIAT SERVICES TO THE INTER- 
AMERICAN ECONOMIC AND 
SoctaL CouNcIL 


In carrying out its duties as Secretariat 
of the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council, the Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs provided a wide variety of 
services such as: organization of plenary 
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the Cultural Council, its permanent com- 
mittee, or its secretariat. 

During 1955-56, the Administrative Secre- 
tariat carried out its functions of coordina- 
tion and liaison; it published 5 studies of the 
Committee for Cultural Action in Spanish 
and 48 translations of these and previous 
studies in English, French, and Portuguese; 
it distributed documents and studies to 
appropriate officials and organizations; and 
it was the office chiefly concerned with the 
planning, preparation, organization, and 
holding of the Second Meeting of the Inter- 
American Cultural Council. 


sessions and committee meetings; prepara- 
tion of the agenda for the plenary sessions 
and committee meetings, under the super- 
vision of the Chairman of the Council; 
editing of the minutes; and implementation 
of the decisions and resolutions adopted by 
the Council. 


PROGRAMMING OF EconoMIc DEVELOPMENT 


The Fourth Extraordinary Meeting of 
I-A Ecosoc stated in its Resolution 54/54 
that it was advisable for the Latin American 
countries to prepare economic-development 
programs and pointed out the advantages of 
inter-American cooperation that would re- 





( 


In 
the F 
Ecosc 
ad hoc 
to pre 
ment 
Prepa: 
ings, 
comm 
Econo 
ments 
Econo 


. 


Ine 
entitle 
was p) 
discuss 
the d 
standa 
level, 
cooper: 
tion of 
countri 

This 
ance W 
Extrao; 
provide 
leading 
Technic 
totrade 
manufa 





sult from the periodic review of such eco- 
nomic development programs. In order to 
facilitate the implementation of this resolu- 
tion, the Division of Economic Research pre- 
pared a document entitled Guideposts to 
Latin American Economic Development (ES- 
ECON.-Doc. 2/56). This study pointed out 
a variety of measures that could be taken to 
accelerate economic growth, and_politico- 
economic measures which are necessary for 
carrying out a large development program 
and which could be taken at the present time. 
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GENERAL EconoMic AGREEMENT 


In compliance with Resolution 39/54 of 
the Fourth Extraordinary Meeting of I-A 
Ecosoc and instructions received from the 
ad hoc committee established by the Council 
to prepare a draft General Economic Agree- 
ment and also from the Committee on 
Preparations for Economic and Social Meet- 
ings, to which the duties of the ad hoc 
committee were transferred, the Division of 
Economic Research prepared several docu- 
ments to serve as a basis of the draft General 
Economic Agreement. 


PRODUCTIVITY AND REAL INCOME 


In connection with this topic, a document 
entitled Development of Technical Standards 
was prepared. This document contained a 
discussion of the best means of promoting 
the development of national technical 
standards and their use on the international 
level, and the possibility of technical 
cooperation for the establishment and opera- 
tion of technical-standards agencies in the 
countries where they do not yet exist. 

This document was prepared in compli- 
ance with Resolution 55/54 of the Fourth 
Extraordinary Meeting of I-A Ecosoc which 
provides that studies shall be carried out 
leading to the preparation of a Code of 
Technical Standards for possible application 
totrade in the main raw materials and semi- 
manufactured products. 


COFFEE 


As stated in the annual report of the 
Secretary General for the fiscal year 1954-55, 
aSubcommittee of the Special Committee on 
Coffee, which was officially established on 
January 18, 1955, was entrusted with the 
responsibility of preparing a ‘study of the 
world coffee situation (Resolution 34/54). 
This study was to contain an evaluation of 
the prospects for the future and of the effects 
that a reduction in the price of coffee would 
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have on the economies of the producing and 
consuming countries. After the study was 
prepared, in December 1955, the Division of 
Economic Research began to carry out cer- 
tain other provisions of Resolution 34/54. 
This work included the preparation of draft 
reports, explaining measures that could be 
taken to reduce the fluctuations in the price 
of coffee. 


BANANAS 


A preliminary study of the Latin American 
banana industry (Preliminary Report on the 
Banana Industry: Trade and Prospects), was 
completed in August 1955 and submitted to 
the Special Committee on Bananas the fol- 
lowing month. Pursuant to a request made 
by the committee, the Division of Economic 
Research prepared a work plan, which the 
committee then approved. Following this 
work plan the division prepared and sub- 
mitted, in February 1956, two preliminary 
studies to the committee. One of the studies 
dealt with the problems and needs of the 
committee in the statistical field (Pre- 
liminary Report on the Establishment of Statis- 
tical Information Services); the other study 
dealt with the diseases affecting bananas 
(Banana Diseases and Insects: A Preliminary 
Study of the Main Problems and Present Re- 
search). On the basis of these studies it was 
decided that a technical mission should be 
sent to study the agronomical, economic, and 
statistical problems of the banana industry 
in the various countries. This group was 
made up of plant pathologists, economists, 
and statisticians. The months of May and 
June 1956 were spent in establishing the 
necessary contacts, in determining the 
nature and size of the problem, and in the 
compilation of data on the main consuming 
and producing countries of Latin America. 
The principal research centers of the Carib- 
bean islands were also visited. In the summer 
and fall of 1956 the technical group prepared 
a report containing a summary of the results 
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of its investigation as well as recommenda- 
tions decided upon. That report was to be 
submitted to the committee toward the end 
of 1956. 


Corton 


At the meeting of March 15, 1956, the 
Committee on Economic Cooperation of 
I-A Ecosoc requested the Division of 
Economic Research to prepare a report on 
the impact on Latin American economies of 
the United States procedures for the placing 
of cotton surpluses and on the changes and 
effects of supply and demand on the inter- 
national cotton market. 

In compliance with the above-mentioned 
request, the division prepared the following 
documents: El Mercado del Algodén y las 
Economias Latinoamericanos (The Cotton 
Market and the Latin American Economies), 
and La Importancia del Algodén en la Econo- 
mia de los principales Patses Productores La- 
tinoamericanos (The Importance of Cotton 
to the Economy of the Main Latin American 
Producing Countries). 


Cacao 


The Division of Economic Research 
assisted the Cacao Working Group set up 
on March 26, 1956, by the Committee on 
Economic Cooperation. The division ana- 
lyzed and studied various reports on the 
cacao problem including studies published 
recently by the Organization for European 
Economie Cooperation, Fao, and _ the 
Association of Cacao Processors. The divi- 
sion submitted to the working group a brief 
report (Background Information on Cacao), 
containing its opinion of the contents of 
these documents. It also established and 
maintained contacts with Fao and the Asso- 
ciation of Cacao Processors for the purpose 
of studying problems of common interest 
and the possibility of collaborating in seeking 
a solution to the problem. 


Stupy OF AN INTER-AMERICAN 
SYSTEM OF FREIGHT RATES 


By November 15, 1955, all the material 
requested by the first meeting of the ad hoc 
committee on freight and insurance rates 
for the study of this question had been com- 
piled. The second meeting of this committee 
was held November 15-16, 1955. The com- 
mittee examined the material submitted to 
it and requested the Division of Economic 
Research to prepare a preliminary report. 
As soon as this preliminary report had been 
completed, the committee planned to meet 
again to continue its study. At the end of the 
year, it was estimated that it would be com- 
pleted within six months. 


Ports AND HARBORS 


Significant progress was made in this field 
by the Inter-American Port and Harbor 
Conference, which was held in San José, 
Costa Rica, in April and May 1956. This 
conference was a_ technical Specialized 
Conference and met the requirements set 
forth in Resolution 24/54 of the Fourth 
Extraordinary Meeting of the Inter-Ameri- 
can Economic and Social Council. 

The Inter-American Port and Harbor 
Conference established a permanent tech- 
nical committee and instructed it to work for 
the implementation of the 19 substantive 
and technical resolutions adopted by that 
conference. 


UNIFORM AND COMPARABLE 
MARITIME STATISTICS 


The work and studies leading to the 
establishment of uniform and comparable 
maritime statistics have shown very satis- 
factory progress. Toward the end of the 
fiscal year one request for opinion had beet 
sent to the governments and a second request 
was being prepared. 

The Secretariat of [ast is collaborating 
with the Division of Economic Research in 
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its work on this topic. During the year 
additional work was carried out to promote 
the implementation of various resolutions on 
transportation dealing with internal naviga- 
tion, interpretation of commercial maritime 
laws, establishment of a technical program 
in the field of maritime transportation, pro- 
motion and development of national mer- 
chant marines, and utilization of transporta- 
tion facilities in time of emergency. 


Economic INFORMATION BULLETIN 


The first number of this monthly bulletin 
entitled Informaciones Econémicas (Eco- 
nomic Information) was issued in August 
1955. The bulletin deals with every type of 
information on the economic development 
of Latin America. Matters dealing with basic 
products, international trade, and foreign 
investments are stressed. 


COOPERATIVES 


The Division of Labor and Social Affairs 
was quite active in the field of cooperatives 
during the year. The bulletin Cooperativas 
was prepared and issued quarterly. 

The preparation of several publications 
such as: Cooperativismo Agrario en Argentina, 
Cooperativas Pesqueras en Canadé, Manual 
de Cooperativas Agricolas y Pecuarias, and 
Manual de Organizacién y Administracién de 
Empresas Cooperativas, was completed dur- 
ing the year. The two manuals are the first of 
a series to be based on courses given at the 
Training Center for Directors of the Coop- 
erative Movement (Project 16 of the 
Program of Technical Cooperation of the 
Oas). At the close of the year a manual on 
cooperatives education, on the elementary 
level, and two manuals on accounting, for 
professional accountants, and a report on 
the experience of the Santa Eduvigis Hous- 
ing Cooperative of Costa Rica were being 
prepared. 

As a mea. s of continuing to provide in- 


formation on cooperatives, a translation of 
the Statutes of the International Coopera- 
tive Alliance was made and distributed 
among the interested countries. This work 
had originally been requested by a member 
country. 

Two pilot projects on rural cooperatives, 
in connection with which agreements were 
signed with the National Bank of Costa 
Rica and the Department of Cundinamarca 
of Colombia, received advice from the 
division by correspondence and_ personal 
visits. The project in Costa Rica is helping 
the community of San José de Naranjo ob- 
tain electric power by means of its coopera- 
tive. The other project in Junin, Colombia, 
has begun the socio-economic studies which 
are necessary in order to establish the project 
on a sound basis. The division used special 
questionnaires in order to keep its informa- 
tion on the progress of the pilot projects up 
to date. 

In addition to the aid given the pilot 
projects, special questionnaires were sent 
to the several countries in order to promote 
the cooperative movement. The division 
assisted in the organization of the coopera- 
tives course for rural teachers, which was 
given by the Juan Demédstenes Arosemena 
Normal School in Santiago, Province of 
Veraguas, Panama. An instructor was also 
provided for that course. Cooperation with 
the Inter-American Rural Normal School 
(Project 26 of the Program of Technical 
Cooperation of the Oas) was carried out by 
sending a specialist to give a course on 
agricultural cooperatives. The Norte de 
Santander Department of Colombia was 
aided in the organization of its departmental 
services dealing with cooperatives. The 
Government of Peru was assisted by a special- 
ist who gave a course on consumer coopera- 
tives in the Escuela Normal de Varones in 
Chosica. The division assisted the Summer 
School of the University of Costa Rica in 
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the selection of persons from the Central 
American countries to receive scholarships. 
A film and publications were sent and a 
specialist of the division gave a series of 
lectures on cooperatives. Arrangements were 
made for the Cooperative League of the 
United States to donate $1,000 as a prize 
to the most outstanding student of the 
above-mentioned course. 

The expert on agricultural cooperatives 
visited Haiti and Cuba to establish contacts 
with the institutions working in this field. 

The division sent an observer to the Inter- 
American Technical Meeting on Coopera- 
tives held in Mexico under the auspices of 
Ixo. A document on cooperatives legislation, 
prepared jointly by Ito and the Pan Ameri- 
can Union, was presented at that meeting. 

Technicians from the division attended 
the annual meeting of the American Coop- 
erative Institute and a short course on 
cooperatives education. 


SoctaL Work 


Several social work studies were published 
during the year. A study entitled Training 
for Social Work in Latin America was pub- 
lished in English and Spanish. Servicio 
Social de Grupo was also published. The fol- 
lowing publications, originally prepared 
by the Division of Labor and Social Af- 
fairs as documents for use by national and 
international meetings, were issued: La 
Familia y el Servicio Social, El Servicio Social 
Industrial en América Latina, and éTiene 
el Servicio Social un Lugar en la Industria? 
In view of the scarcity of material in French 
and the needs of Haiti, the booklet Le Foyer 
Communal dans la Vie Rurale was published. 

Work is being continued on the prepara- 
tion of a glossary of the 50 most-used words 
in the field of social work as well as on a 
study of social work training resources for 
Latin American students in the United 


States and Canada. The sixth edition of the 
Guia de Servicio Social has been published. 


The first four numbers of the periodical] 
Servicio Social Interamericano were issued 
during the year. One phase of social work 
was taken up in each of the numbers of that 
bulletin. One of the articles published in 
this bulletin provided information on the 
work of Care (Cooperative for American 
Remittances Everywhere). 

A specialist from the division cooperated 
with the Inter-American Housing Center in 
Bogota by conducting a course on the con- 
tribution of social work to housing programs, 
This specialist also participated in the prac- 
tical work of the Center in a Colombian 
community and visited the School of Social 
Work in Cartagena. In addition, a staff 
member of the division visited outstanding 
institutions and persons in the field of social 
work in Chile and Paraguay; gave a course 
on community organization during the visit 
to the latter country; and advised the 
Organizing Committee of the Third Pan 
American Congress of Social Work, in 
Puerto Rico. The division cooperated with 
the International Conference of Social Work 
and the International Association of Schools 
of Social Work by distributing information 
and encouraging the attendance of Latin 
American social workers at the conferences 
of these organizations to be held in Munich. 


Workers’ EDUCATION 


During the past year the Division of Labor 
and Social Affairs gave assistance on two 
occasions to the Government of Honduras 
to help it organize activities in the field of 
workers’ education. The division’s specialist 
in this field spent a total of six months in 
Honduras advising the Department of Labor 
and Social Security and assisted in organiz- 
ing the first Seminar on Workers’ Education 
to be held in that country. 

The division continued its practice oi 
keeping Latin American labor leaders in- 
formed of the activities and services of the 
Pan American Union. Advantage was take 
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of the presence of these leaders in the 
United States, under the auspices of the bi- 
lateral technical assistance program. Almost 
150 labor leaders from 14 Latin American 
countries visited the Pan American Union 
and received information concerning the 
Organization. 

No new publications in this field were 
started during the year. Two publications 
that had been prepared during the preceding 
year were, however, issued this year: 
Institutos de Trabajo en Brasil and La 
Educacion en las Relaciones Obrero-Patro- 
nales; the latter deals with activities carried 
on in Puerto Rico. The English version of the 
publication Institutos de Trabajo en El 
Salvador has been sent to the printers. Three 
numbers of the quarterly publication Educa- 
cién Social del Trabajador were issued during 
the year. 

As in previous years, a representative of 
the division attended the annual conference 
on workers’ education held in New York. 


MIGRATION 


During the past year the Division of Labor 
and Social Affairs issued its first publications 
in this field. Two studies on Venezuela, 
one concerning internal migration and the 
other on the social and economic effects of 
immigration were based on data collected in 
that country. These publications were dis- 
tributed to organizations and individuals 
working in the field of migration. Another 
study is being prepared on the internal popu- 
lation movements in Costa Rica. 

The activities of the division in this field 
gained international recognition when a 
request was received from Panama, through 
the Instituto de Fomento Economico and the 
Servicio Cooperativo, for a technician to 
advise it for one month on problems of 
colonization and land tenure. 

Conversations leading to an increase in 
cooperation in the field of migration were 
held by the division and representatives of 





the United Nations and of the Intergovern- 
mental Committee for European Migration. 

The division was also interested in the 
problems involved in the cultural integration 
of immigrants in their countries of adoption. 
Representatives of the division attended a 
Unesco conference in Havana and also a 
meeting in New York held by nongovern- 
mental organizations interested in migration. 

The division continued to work on two 
directories for the field of migration, one con- 
taining information on migration specialists 
and the other on the organization and opera- 
tion of migration and colonization offices in 
Latin America. 

The division cooperated with the Guate- 
malan Government in connection with the 
Seminar on Guatemalan Social Integration 
held in Guatemala City. During the past 
year a member of the staff taught a course on 
Latin American anthropology at Fordham 
University. 

Twenty-six young Latin American and 
North American farmers visited the Pan 
American Union during the year. These visits 
were part of the program of the International 
Farm Youth Exchange, which arranges for 
Latin American students to live for a time 
on farms in the United States and for North 
American students to spend time on Latin 
American farms. During these visits the 
young people were informed about the 
Organization and the region where they were 
going to live. Copies of publications which 
might be of use to them were also given to 
them during these visits. 


INDUSTRIAL SAFETY AND 
AccCIDENT PREVENTION 


The Division of Labor and Social Affairs 
devoted a part of its efforts in this field to 
the study of accident prevention and 
industrial safety and their economic results 
in Guatemala. The specialist in this field 
spent several months in Guatemala collect- 


ing information for the study and, after his 
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return, began preparation of a report based 
on the data collected. The report was almost 
completed by the end of the fiscal year. 
Representatives of the division consulted 
the Inter-American Safety Council, which 
has its headquarters in New York, several 
times during the year concerning the pos- 
sibility of establishing closer cooperation 
with it. A specialist of the division also 
attended a seminar on industrial safety held 
at the New York University under the 
auspices of the Epasco Service Corporation. 


SocraL SECURITY 


The Division of Labor and Social Affairs 
sent an observer to the Twelfth General 
Assembly of the International Association 
for Social Security that was held in Mexico. 
The Organization was also represented at 
the special meeting of the Permanent Inter- 
American Committee on Social Security that 
took place at the same time. 

Toward the end of the year a division 
technician was sent to Ecuador by the 
United Nations Expanded Program of Tech- 
nical Assistance. That technician will spend 
three months making a general study of the 
social security program and related services 
in order to recommend to the Government 
of Ecuador a long-range program that will 
be in keeping with the administrative, eco- 
nomic, and social possibilities of that 
country. 


REGIONAL SEMINARS ON SociAL AFFAIRS 


Preparation for the second series of 
Regional Seminars on Social Affairs was 
begun by the Division of Labor and Social 
Affairs. After the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council, by its Resolution 19/56, 
had approved a report of the Committee on 
Social Cooperation and had authorized the 
Secretariat to take the steps necessary for 
holding these seminars, the division pre- 
pared the procedural standards for the 
seminars and a memorandum containing 
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observations on the responsibilities of the 
host countries. The central theme of the 
new series of seminars will be ““The Contribu- 
tion of Social Programs to Economic Devel- 
opment”. The division has contacted the 
various offices in the Pan American Union 
interested in these seminars and the inter- 
American and international organizations 
that may be able to contribute to them. It 
has also begun the preparation of the dis- 
cussion documents and requested reference 
documents from various sources. 


INTER-AMERICAN HovusInG CENTER 


The Division of Housing and Planning is 
responsible for the direction and manage- 
ment of Project 22, Inter-American Housing 
Center, of the Program of Technical Cooper- 
ation of the Organization of American States. 

The 1955 course offered by the Inter- 
American Housing Center was terminated on 
December 14 when 24 trainees received their 
diplomas. In addition to the research done 
by each student, the group as a whole made a 
thorough study of the housing in the 
Sogamoso region of Colombia, whose econ- 
omy had changed from agricultural to in- 
dustrial because of the establishment of the 
steel works. The results of this work were 
published by the center and will be distrib- 
uted as technical information. 

Technicians and experts from institutions 
in several countries lectured and taught 
short courses on housing topics during the 
scholastic year. 

The fifth training course of the center was 
begun on March 12, 1956. Of the 34 students 
enrolled in the course 28 received (as 
scholarships (21 all-expense scholarships and 
7 tuition scholarships), and 6 received 


scholarships from the United Nations. A] 


Burmese engineer was one of those receiving 
scholarships from the United Nations. 
After the completion of the basic housing 
course, work was started during the past 
year on the following projects: minimum 
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standards for housing developments in 
Bogota; rural development, education, and 
extension work in the field of rural housing; 
evaluation of the use made of the Barrio 
Quiroga in Bogota; and urban application of 
the method of progressive development for 
the design of houses. Some of the supplemen- 
tary short courses offered to the trainees 
were also offered to students in universities in 
Bogota. 

The center organized a short course on 
experimentation in housing for the Universi- 
dad Mayor de San Andrés in La Paz, 
Bolivia. This course, held during the months 
of May and June 1956 and attended by 50 
students, served as a basis for the establish- 
ment of the Housing Research and Advisory 
Center within the university. 

The center also began work on the organ- 
ization of the Training Seminar on the De- 
velopment of Housing Programs, which will 
be held in Brazil in 1956. 

The center also provides, on a continuing 
basis, advice to the Corporacién Nacional de 
Servicios Publicos in Colombia and to other 
social institutions participating in housing 
programs. It also advised the Instituto 
Nacional de Vivienda y Urbanismo of Costa 
Rica on several aspects of its housing pro- 
gram, 

The technical research program carried 
out during the year included work on several 
topics of importance to low-cost housing. 
Among these are: asphalt floors and roofs; 
bamboo and its use in simple structures; soil 
cement; light-weight roofing; and simplified 





sewer systems. Experiments were also car- 
red out in connection with the use of rice 
waste material in the production of construc- 
tion materials. 

The center also contributed to the techni- 
tal literature on housing by publishing sev- 
eral studies, among these were: Importancia 
del Planeamiento Ftsico en el Desarrollo 
Econémico; Diserio y Construccién en los 
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Trépicos; and La Tierra Estabilizada como 
Material de Construccion. 

A review was made during the year of the 
text of the research contracts with institu- 
tions in Panama, Peru, and Mexico; the re- 
search contract with Chile was continued; a 
contract was signed with Costa Rica and 
another with Ecuador. 


First INTER-AMERICAN TECHNICAL 
MEETING oN HovusING 
AND PLANNING 


Pursuant to the provisions of Resolution 
xxxv of the Tenth Inter-American Con- 
ference, the Inter-American Economic and 
Social Council, during its meeting of April 
12, 1956, convoked the First Inter-American 
Technical Meeting on Housing and Planning. 
A draft agenda and the convocation have 
been sent to the various countries. The offer 
of Colombia for the meeting to be held in 
Bogota was accepted at a later date. 

The reference material, studies, and per- 
tinent documentation needed by the com- 
mittees of I-A Ecosoc, dealing with this 
meeting, were prepared by the Division of 
Housing and Planning. The work of organ- 
izing the meeting was carried out in col- 
laboration with the Division of Conferences 
and Organizations. 


REVISION OF PUBLICATION ON HoUSING OF 
SocrtaAL INTEREST IN LATIN AMERICA 


In keeping with the established policy of 
providing current information on housing 
needs and programs of Latin America to the 
governments and institutions, work was con- 
tinued on the revision of monographs for 
each country. Included in these monographs 
are the physical and demographic and social 
bases for use in analyzing the nature of the 
housing problem; and the efforts and re- 
sources employed as well as the progress 
achieved by the various countries in solving 
their housing problems. The collection of the 
material needed for this job has been a 
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continuing project of the Division of Hous- 
ing and Planning. Drafts of 20 of the mono- 
graphs have been completed and distributed 
to housing institutions and experts. The ob- 
servations received so far have been studied 
and included in the final drafts. It is expected 
that the most recent information and refer- 
ence material will be available during the 
First Inter-American Technical Meeting on 
Housing and Planning, and that it will then 
be possible to prepare the definitive edition 
of this important study. 


ADVISORY SERVICES ON HoUSsING 
AND PLANNING 


One of the functions of the Division of 
Housing and Planning is to serve as a center 
for technical assistance, information, and 
liaison for official and private organizations 
and institutions of the member states of the 
Organization of American States. This serv- 
ice takes the form of replies to inquiries 
and work carried out on the spot. 

During the fiscal year 1955-56, various 
types of advisory services were provided nine 
countries—bibliographies were prepared; 
technical personnel were recommended; and 
housing inquiries, technical reports, outlines 
of study programs, and lists of reference 
material were prepared. At the request of 
the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council a report was prepared, based on a 
visit made to Costa Rica to study the 
damage caused by the floods of October 
1955. 

Personnel of the division made 16 speeches 
on the housing and planning work of the 
Oas to labor leaders from 12 countries and 
to 2 groups representing 10 foreign ministries 
and attending the Fellowship Program of 
the Pan American Union. 

Visitors representing international insti- 
tutions (UN, Ino, and Ecta), professionals 
and trainees from 12 countries of this Hemi- 
sphere, as well as technicians from Burma, 
Liberia, Malaya, the Netherlands, and the 
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United Kingdom visited the Pan American 
Union during the past year. 


HovusinG AND PLANNING PUBLICATIONS 


Publication of the bimonthly bulletin 
Vivienda y Planeamiento was continued; six 
numbers were issued during the past fiscal 
year. The number of copies distributed con- 
tinues to increase owing to the increase in 
requests received from students and tech- 
nicians in the Hemisphere. Reprints oj 
articles published in this bulletin have ap. 
peared in technical journals of five countries, 
Five numbers of the Suplemento Informatiw 
were prepared during the past year and dis. 
tributed to technical journals. 

The technical publication Renovacién Ur. 
bana was prepared and distributed widely, 
The material for the report Planzficacién 
Urbana y Regional en Panamé has been pre- 
pared and the report is expected to be issued 
within a short period of time. 


REGISTRY OF HOUSING AND 
PLANNING TECHNICIANS 


The preliminary work on this new project 
has been completed. An experimental ques- 
tionnaire was sent to 82 graduates of the 
Inter-American Housing Center. The results 
of this inquiry were tabulated for reference 
purposes and to increase the registry oi 
technicians of the various countries. 


SEMINAR ON PLANNING EDUCATION 


Under the joint auspices of the United 
Nations, the Government and University o! 
Puerto Rico, and the Organization 4 
American States, a seminar on planning edt- 
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cation was held in March 1956. It was 
attended by university professionals from 
all parts of the Hemisphere. 

The Division of Housing and Planning 
prepared a document for this seminar and 
its Chief participated in the meeting and 
prepared a report on the results thereof. 
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MISSION ON THE FINANCING OF HOUSING 


This mission, organized jointly by the 
Organization of American States, the United 
Nations, and the Economic Commission for 
Latin America, visited 10 countries in the 
Hemisphere during the last quarter of 1955. 
The OAs appointed a technician from the 
Inter-American Housing Center as a member 
of this mission. It is hoped that the report of 
the mission will serve as a basis for the prep- 
aration of plans for future action. 


COOPERATION WITH PAN 
AMERICAN FEDERATIONS 


The Division of Housing and Planning 

cooperated with the Division of Conferences 
and Organizations in making the arrange- 
ments necessary for the establishment of 
relations of a general character between the 
Oss and the Pan American Federation of 
Architects’ Associations. Similar relations 
were established with the Pan American 
Union of Associations of Engineers. 
The Ninth Pan American Congress of 
Architects was held at Caracas, Venezuela, 
in September 1955. The Chief of the Division 
represented the Oas at that Congress and 
delivered a special message from the Secre- 
tary General. 


PROMOTION OF INTER-AMERICAN 
Tourist TRAVEL 


The Pan American Union, through its 
Travel Division, was active in advising off- 
cial and private travel organizations and in 
helping to coordinate their activities. 

The division was represented at several 
national and international gatherings, in- 





ning edu- 
It was 
als from 


Planning 
inar and 
ting and 
eof. 





cluding the Seminar on International Travel, 
sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce of 
Miami Beach, Florida; the Fifteenth Assem- 
bly of the Inter-American Federation of 
Automobile Clubs, in Caracas, Venezuela; 
and the Annual Convention of the American 
Road Builders’ Association, held in Miami, 
Florida. 
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observer from Mexico. 
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In the field of direct tourist-travel promo- 
tion, a considerable increase took place in 
the number of inquiries received, which were 
answered by the use of publicity folders and 
posters issued by the national travel agen- 
cies. The division also continued to publicize 
inter-American travel by means of press 
releases and radio programs, in cooperation 
with the appropriate sections of the Pan 
American Union. 

In the course of the year, the division 
published the booklets Visit Panama and 
Visit Peru, revised and re-issued the booklets 
for Haiti and Argentina, and prepared the 
manuscripts for Visit Uruguay and Visit 
Bolivia. Other publications were the four 
regional hotel directories, and the pamphlet 
Requirements for the Entry of United States 
Tourists into Latin American Republics. 


INTER-AMERICAN TRAVEL CONGRESSES 


The assistance provided by the Travel 
Division, as Permanent Secretariat of the 
Inter-American Travel Congresses, in the 
preparations for the Sixth Congress, held in 
San José, Costa Rica, in April 1956, and for 
the meetings of the four technical com- 
mittees of the Congresses, has been men- 
tioned in Chapter Iv of this report. For the 
Sixth Congress, the division drew up the 
preliminary draft agenda, handled arrange- 
ments for convocation, prepared a consider- 
able number of working documents, and, at 
the request of the Costa Rican Government, 
assigned various members of its staff to 
assist in the secretariat work of the Congress. 
The principal resolutions adopted by the 
Congress are discussed in Chapter vt. 

The division also cooperated in the meeting 
of the Permanent Executive Committee of 
the Inter-American Travel Congresses, held 
in Lima, Peru, from February 28 to March 5, 
1956, which was attended by representatives 
from Argentina, Costa Rica, Peru, and the 
United States of America and by a special 
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In the five working sessions of this meet- 
ing, the Permanent Executive Committee 
examined the reports presented by the tech- 
nical committees, which had previously met 
in their respective host countries: Committee 
on Travel Plant, Washington, December 
12-16, 1955; Committee on Tourist-travel 
Promotion, Mexico City, February 13-18, 
1956; Committee on Research and Organiza- 
tion, Lima, Peru, February 23-27, 1956; and 
Committee on the Removal of Travel 
Barriers, Buenos Aires, Argentina, February 
21-24, 1956. 

In addition to the conclusions reached in 
regard to matters submitted by the technical 
committees, the Permanent Executive Com- 
mittee adopted various decisions that were 
later considered by the Sixth Congress. 


COORDINATION WITH EcLa 


Pursuant to Resolution 31 adopted by 
the Economic Commission for Latin America 
at its Fourth Session and Resolution 32/51 
of the Second Extraordinary Meeting of the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Coun- 
cil, the Ecta/I-A Ecosoc Committee on 
Coordination at the Secretariat Level held 
a meeting in Washington, D. C., on Decem- 
ber 20 and 21, 1955. The purpose of the 
meeting was to review those projects of the 
two secretariats in which it was deemed de- 
sirable to establish cooperation and exchange 
of information, with emphasis on new proj- 
ects arising from the Sixth Session of Ecia 
and on modifications in I-A Ecosoc’s pro- 
gram since the previous coordination meet- 
ing in August 1955. 

The report of the Committee on Coordina- 
tion describes the progress achieved in co- 
ordination at the secretariat level for the 
purpose of avoiding duplication of efforts 
and mentions the specific projects covered 
by the coordination arrangements, namely: 
improvement of statistical data; statistical 
training centers for Latin America; maritime 
statistics; central American trade and tariff 
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problems; inter-Latin-American trade; mari- 
time transportation; studies on agricultural 
commodities; programming of economic 
development; social factors in economic de- 
velopment; and financing of housing. 

The Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs assigned a member of its staff to the 
Ecta office in Mexico City during May and 
June 1956, to participate in a working group 
charged with considering and drafting a 
document to serve as a basis for an agree- 
ment designed specifically to overcome the 
principal obstacles to industrialization of 
the Central American countries and to en- 
courage and accelerate progress in those 
countries by means of their economic in- 
tegration. The document prepared by this 
working group was submitted to a meet. 
ing of experts of the Central American 
ministries of economy, held in Managua, 
Nicaragua, from June 18 to 25, 1956. An 
initial revision of the original document, 
made at this meeting, will be submitted to 
the next meeting of the Central American 
Committee for Economic Cooperation, t 
take place in Guatemala in 1957. 


Department of International Law 


GENERAL LEGAL SERVICES 

The Department of International Lav, 
acting through its two divisions—Legal, and 
Conferences and Organizations—has | the 
general responsibility of handling the wide 
variety of legal problems with which the 
Pan American Union is presented in the 
performance of its functions as General 
Secretariat of the Organization of Americal 
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States. In pursuance of this duty the depart: 
ment cooperated throughout the year with 
the Council of the Organization and its 
various standing and special committees; 
kept a record of the ratification of multi 
lateral and bilateral treaties and received the 
instruments of ratification of various treaties 
and conventions deposited with the Pai 
American Union; carried out the duties o 
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Secretariat of the Inter-American Council 
of Jurists and cooperated with the work of 
the Inter-American Juridical Committee; 
maintained close contact with the offices 
of the United Nations engaged in parallel 
legal activities; and offered special services 
to inter-American specialized conferences 
and to inter-American specialized organiza- 
tions. In the case of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women, its Permanent Secre- 
tariat is an integral part of the department, 
with the rank of a division. 


COOPERATION WITH THE COUNCIL 
OF THE Oas AND I-A Ecosoc 


The department lent its services to various 
committees of the Council of the Organiza- 
tion of American States and the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council in 
legal matters and matters relating to con- 
ferences and organizations. 

The Legal Division collaborated in par- 
ticular with the following committees of the 
Council of the Organization of American 
States: Committee on Juridical-political 
Matters and its Subcommittee on Human 
Rights, Committee on Organs of the Council, 
and Committee on the Leo 8S. Rowe Pan 
American Fund. 

The Division of Conferences and Organiza- 
tions acted as the technical secretariat for 
the Committees on Inter-American Con- 
ferences and on Inter-American Organiza- 
tions, of the Council of the Organization of 
American States, and lent its services to 
committees of the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council. 
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In many cases the services provided by the 
Department of International Law called for 
the preparation of memoranda, draft reports, 
and regulations and the compilation of docu- 
ments and background material. 


RATIFICATION OF INTER-AMERICAN 
TREATIES AND CONVENTIONS 
The Charter of the Organization of 
American States is now fully in force as to 


Treaties and Conventions. To supplement 
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all of the 21 American republics, the Govern- 
ments of Argentina and Uruguay having de- 
posited their instruments of ratification 
during the past year. 

The full list of member states of the 
Organization that ratified various inter- 
American conventions during the year is 
given below: 


Convention on the Nationality of Women, 1933: 
Nicaragua, August 31, 1955 
Convention on Extradition, 1933: 
Argentina, April 19, 1956 
Convention on Political Asylum, 1933: 
Ecuador, August 11, 1955 
Inter-American Convention on the Rights of the 
Author in Literary, Scientific, and Artistic 
Works, 1946: 
Cuba, September 29, 1955 
Inter-American Convention on the Granting of 
Political Rights to Women, 1948: 
Honduras, October 10, 1955 
Peru, June 11, 1956 
Inter-American Convention on the Granting of 
Civil Rights to Women, 1948: 
Honduras, October 10, 1955 
Charter of the Organization of American States, 
1948: 
Uruguay, September 1, 1955 
Argentina, April 10, 1956 
American Treaty on Pacific Settlement (Pact of 
Bogota), 1948: 
Uruguay, September 1, 1955 
Additional Protocol to the Pan American Sanitary 
Code, 1952: 
Chile, December 5, 1955 
Basic Agreement of the Institute of Nutrition of 
Central America and Panama, 1953: 
Costa Rica, January 4, 1956 
Panama, May 14, 1956 
Guatemala, June 22, 1956 
Convention on Territorial Asylum, 1954: 
Ecuador, August 11, 1955 
Convention on Diplomatic Asylum, 1954: 
Ecuador, August 11, 1955 
Convention for the Promotion of Inter-American 
Cultural Relations, 1954: 
Ecuador, August 11, 1955 


The Legal Division publishes periodically 
a pamphlet showing the status of the various 
inter-American treaties and conventions 
under the title Status of the Pan American 
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this brief record known as the “Treaty 
Chart” it also publishes a volume containing 
more detailed information, entitled /nter- 
American Treaties and Conventions: Signa- 
tures, Ratifications, and Deposits, with Ex- 
planatory Notes, which is brought up to date 
from time to time with mimeographed in- 
serts. 


SERVICES TO THE COUNCIL OF JURISTS AND 
COOPERATION WITH THE JURIDICAL 
COMMITTEE 


The department, in its capacity as Secre- 
tariat of the Inter-American Council of 
Jurists, continued to carry out the work 
assigned to it by resolutions approved by the 
Council at its various meetings, particularly 
those approved at the Third Meeting held at 
Mexico City from January 17 to February 4, 
1956. This work is closely related to the 
activities of the Inter-American Juridical 
Committee, the permanent committee of the 
Inter-American Council of Jurists. 

During the past year the Juridical Com- 
mittee prepared the following studies: 
Resolution on Territorial Waters and Related 
Questions; and Report on Resolution VII 
of the First Meeting of the Inter-American 
Council of Jurists. 

The department publishes all the docu- 
ments prepared by the Juridical Committee 
in the various official languages and sends 
copies to the governments of the member 
states. On the basis of these observations the 
Juridical Committee prepares second drafts 
which are submitted to the Inter-American 
Council of Jurists for its consideration. 


SPECIAL CONFERENCE SERVICES 


During the year 1955-56 there were a 
great number of international conferences 
and meetings for which the Division of Con- 
ferences and Organizations handled the 
invitations, correspondence, and other rec- 
ords. The division prepared the letters of 
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convocation for seven Oas conferences which 
were sent to all of the member states’ repre- 
sentatives. The division also rendered serv- 
ices of a preliminary nature as requested 
by the host governments. These services 
included preconference visits by staff mem- 
bers to assist and advise the government on 
plans and requirements; the preparation of 
memoranda requested on the suggested 
personnel and equipment required for con- 
ferences; estimation of conference costs, and 
the arrangements for personnel authorized 
by the Secretary General to serve as a part 
of the secretariats of conferences. Assistance 
was also given in such matters as the drafting 
of regulations and agenda. The problem of 
coordination of services was made somewhat 
difficult this year because of the close sched- 
uling of six major conferences at Ciudad 
Trujillo, San José, Costa Rica, and Lima. 
It was the concern of the division to prevent 
duplication of effort and to provide the 
best utilization of manpower of the Pan 
American Union in servicing the conferences. 

A special course of lectures and discussions 
was given by the division on problems oi 
conference organization and operation for a 
group of trainees from the ministries oi 
foreign affairs who deal with international 
conference and organization affairs. Mem- 
bers of the division also assisted various 
students and student groups interested in 
inter-American conferences and _ related 
topics. 

During the fiscal year, division member 
participated as observers, advisers, secre: 
tariat personnel for four inter-Americai 
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specialized conferences and seven other 
inter-American meetings. 

Postconference activities included _ the 
preparation of final acts and publications 
discussed below, the expansion and reclass:- 
fication of regular conference files, and daily 
distribution of pertinent information, orally 
or in the form of articles, reports, and memo- 
randa. 
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LANGUAGE SERVICES 


The Translation Section, in collaboration 
with other offices of the Pan American 
Union, provided the language services 
needed during the fiscal year by the Council 
of the Oas, its organs, and several of the 
specialized conferences. 

The language services provided at the 
Pan American Union by the section consisted 
mainly of the translation of some 6,000 
pages of documentary material into one or 
more of the official languages and a limited 
amount of simultaneous and consecutive 
interpreting. 

Language services were provided for nine 
official inter-American meetings through the 
participation of staff members of the Trans- 
lation Section in the secretariat work of those 
meetings. The section also served as a 
language-services coordinating center for 
other official inter-American conferences 
and meetings. 


ANNALS OF THE ORGANIZATION 
oF AMERICAN STATES 


This quarterly publication, issued in 
separate English, Spanish, Portuguese, and 
French editions, contains official documen- 
tary material on each of the organs composing 
the Organization of American States, in- 
cluding decisions of the Inter-American 
Conference, the Meeting of Consultation of 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs, the Council 
and its three organs (Inter-American Eco- 
nomic and Social Council, Inter-American 
Council of Jurists, and Inter-American 
















Cultural Council), and the Inter-American 
Specialized Conferences. Wherever neces- 
sary, these texts are accompanied by quota- 
tions from relevant reports or by other 
material explaining their background and 


implications. Also included are resolutions 


of various administrative and_ technical 
bodies forming part of the Specialized 
Organizations, and information on officially 


sponsored inter-American meetings that, 
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while not classified as ‘Specialized Confer- 
ences”, are considered of interest to the 
reader. The first number of each yearly 
volume contains the definitive text of the 
annual report of the Secretary General for 
the latest fiscal year. 

The Spanish and Portuguese editions are 
printed in Mexico and Brazil, respectively; 
the English, in the United States; and the 
French, in Haiti. 


TREATY SERIES 


By decision of the Committee on Publica- 
tions and Public Information of the Council 
of the Oas, the former “Law and Treaty” 
series was discontinued. In the future, 
publications containing the texts of treaties 
or directly related to treaties will be pub- 
lished in the new “Treaty” series. During 
the fiscal year the following volumes were 
published in this series: 

No. 1, Charter of the Organization of Ameri- 
can States, 1948 (Spanish) 

No. 2, Bilateral Treaty Developments, 1953-1956 

No. 3, Inter-American Convention on the Grant- 
ing of Political Rights to Women, 1948 (In 
four languages) 

No. 4, Convention on the Nationality of Women, 
1933 (In four languages) 


STATEMENTS OF LAws 


Four revised editions and four Supple- 
ments were published during the year. These 
are shown below, together with the status of 
the work with respect to each of the other 
countries, as of June 30: 


Argentina Supplement No. 2, published. 

Bolivia Supplement No. 1, being pre- 
pared by author. 

Brazil Supplement No. 1, being prepared 
by author. 

Chile Second edition, published. 

Colombia Supplement No. 1, being pre- 
pared by author. 

Costa Rica Supplement deferred on advice 
of author for important 
changes. 

Cuba Arrangements being made with 


author for second edition. 





40 


Dominican 
Republic 
Ecuador 

El Salvador 
Guatemala 
Haiti 
Honduras 


Mexico 
Nicaragua 


Panama 
Paraguay 
Peru 


Uruguay 


Venezuela 


ANNALS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 


Supplement No. 1, published. 

Supplement No. 1, being pre- 
pared by author. 

First edition, being prepared by 
author. 

Supplement No. 1, published. 

Second edition, published. 

Arrangements being made with 
author for second edition. 

Second edition, published. 

Second edition, being prepared 
by author. 

Second edition, being prepared 
by author. 

Supplement No. 1, being pre- 
pared by author. 

Second edition, published. 

Supplement No. 2, published. 
Third edition being prepared 
by author. 

Second edition, being prepared 
by author. 


INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL 


OF JURISTS SERIES 


The following documents in this series 
were published during the year: 


Report on the Juridical Effect of Reservations to 
Multilateral Treaties (French) 
Handbook—Third Meeting of the Inter-Amer- 
ican Council of Jurists (English, Spanish, 
and Portuguese) 

Territorial Waters and Related Questions (Reso- 
lution of the Inter-American Juridical Com- 
mittee) (English and Spanish) 

Observations on the ‘‘Report on Uniformity 
of Legislation on International Cooperation 
in Judicial Procedures—Judicial Assistance”’ 
submitted by the Juridical Committee to 
the Second Meeting of the Inter-American 
Council of Jurists, Buenos Aires, 1953, and 
referred by the Council to its Third Meet- 
ing in Mexico City (Spanish) 

Report on Resolution VII of the First Meeting 
of the Inter-American Council of Jurists 
(English and Spanish) 

Final Act—Third Meeting of the Inter-Ameri- 
can Council of Jurists (English, Spanish, 
and Portuguese) 

Third Meeting of the Inter-American Council 
of Jurists—Report of the Executive Secretary 


(English) 


CONSTITUTION SERIES 


The Constitution of the Republic of 
Guatemala was translated into English and 
published. Now also included in this series 
is a Spanish translation of the Constitution 
of the United States, with all amendments, 
reproduced by permission from Leyes de 
Puerto Rico. 


MISCELLANEOUS PUBLICATIONS 
OF THE LEGAL DIVISION 


In the last annual report it was mentioned 
that the Legal Division had completed the 
Spanish text of the Second Supplement, 
covering the years 1945-54, to the volumes 
on International Conferences of American 
States, published by the Carnegie Endov- 
ment for International Peace. This supple 
ment was financed by the Government oj 
Venezuela. The editorial work on the 
Spanish text of the volume on the Inter- 
American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance 
(Rio Treaty) was also completed. These two 
volumes have now been published, and have 
been given wide distribution. The English 
version of the volume describing the applica- 
tions of the Rio Treaty has been almost 
completed, and will be available in the 
near future. 

The following special publications were 
also issued during the year: The Organiz- 
tion of American States and the United Na- 
tions (second edition, in Portuguese), and 
The Meetings of Consultation: Their Origin, 
Significance, and Role in Inter-Americai 
Relations (revised editions in both English 
and Spanish). 


CONFERENCES AND ORGANIZATIONS SERIES 





During 1955-56, 18 new numbers of the 
“Conferences and Organizations’ serie 
were issued—five in English, four in Portu- 
guese, and nine in Spanish. Of these new 
numbers, the majority were final acts od 
inter-American specialized conferences, 4 
few were basic documents of organizations 
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included within the structure of the Organi- 
zation of American States, and one was a 
special study, Provisions Governing _ the 
Establishment of Relations between the Council 
of the OAS or Its Organs and Nongovern- 
mental Organizations. At the close of the 
fiscal year, several other numbers of this 
series were with the press or in preparation, 
notably the proceedings of the Tenth Inter- 
American Conference, in Spanish, a six- 
volume project. The first volume of this 
project, the contents of which included 
preliminary data on the Conference, a list 
of officers, delegations, and observers, and 
minutes of the preliminary session and ple- 
nary sessions, was in the final stages of 
publication. 


OTHER PUBLICATIONS OF THE DIVISION OF 
CONFERENCES AND ORGANIZATIONS 


In addition to the publications within the 
“Conferences and Organizations” series, the 
division continued to publish the quarterly 
list, Forthcoming Inter-American Confer- 
ences and Meetings, in Spanish and English. 
Also, the newly revised (1955) Statutes of 
the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council were published, in the four official 
languages, in a special series which includes 
basic documents of the various organs of the 
Oas Council. 


RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED NATIONS 
AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 

The cooperative relations between the 
Department of International Law and the 
offices of the United Nations functioning in 
the same field were continued. The depart- 
ment receives documents relative to studies 
carried out by the International Law Com- 
mission of the United Nations and, on its 
part, sends to the United Nations copies of 
the documents prepared by the Inter-Ameri- 
can Juridical Committee or the Inter-Ameri- 
can Council of Jurists, as well as those pre- 
pared by the department itself. 
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In accordance with resolutions adopted 
both by the International Law Commission 
of the United Nations and by the Inter- 
American Council of Jurists, the commis- 
sion was represented by an observer at the 
Third Meeting of the Council held in Mexico 
City from January 17 to February 4, 1956, 
and the Department of International Law, 
as Secretariat of the Council, was also repre- 
sented by an observer at the Eighth Session 
of the commission, held in Geneva from 
April 23 to July 4, 1956. 

Through the Division of Conferences and 
Organizations, the Secretary General ex- 
changed notes during the year with a num- 
ber of nongovernmental organizations 
whereby the Oas entered into general rela- 
tions of cooperation with those organiza- 
tions. The total number of such organiza- 
tions has reached 23. Those brought into 
relations of cooperation in this way during 
the year were the following: Inter-American 
College of Radiology, Pan American Liaison 
Committee of Women’s Organizations, Pan 
American Medical Women’s Alliance, Inter- 
American Music Center, Pan American 
Federation of Architects’ Associations, Pan 
American Union of Engineering Associa- 
tions, and Hispano-American Press Motion 
Picture and Television Association. 

With a view to ensuring that proper 
records are kept, and that the publications 
to which they are entitled are sent to the 
organizations with which the Oas has en- 
tered into, or may in the future enter into, 
agreements or special arrangements, the 
Secretary General established a procedure 
during the year whereby the several offices 
of the Pan American Union were given 
specific functions in this matter. In addition 
to the previously mentioned relations of 
cooperation with nongovernmental organi- 
zations, the Oas has signed formal agree- 
ments with its six specialized organizations, 
with three UN specialized agencies, and 

with two inter-American semi-official organ- 
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izations. Under the new procedure, primary 
responsibility is given to the Division of 
Conferences and Organizations, although the 
Library, Office of Public Relations, and Divi- 
sion of Publications have certain functions. 

The Secretary General of the Oas sent a 
letter to the Secretary General of the Pan 
American Institute of Geography and 
History in June 1956 agreeing (1) that the 
Division of Conferences and Organizations 
would advise all specialized organizations of 
preparations being made for specialized 
conferences; (2) that he would submit the 
suggestion that all specialized organizations 
be invited automatically to attend those 
specialized conferences sponsored by the 
Council or its organs, to the Committee on 
Inter-American Organizations for study in 
connection with its review of existing 
agreements; and (3) that whatever was done 
in connection with specialized conferences 
would be done regarding meetings of the 
organs of the Council. 

The Secretary General called upon the 
appropriate specialized organization, where 
it was more convenient, to represent the 
Oas at international conferences. A welcome 
was extended to the new Ito Field Office in 
Mexico City, and to the Fao Central 
Institute at the University of the Andes, 
Mérida, Venezuela. Several governments 
utilized the files on inter-American organi- 
zations maintained in the Division of Con- 
ferences and Organizations in connection 
with certain agencies. 

With the cooperation of the Division of 
Conferences and Organizations, a new inter- 
American organization was created—the 
Inter-American Music Center. The division 
then prepared letters establishing general 
relations of cooperation between it and the 
Oas, and offering it secretariat services 
within the present limits of the Music 
Section of the Pan American Union. 


LEGAL ASSISTANCE TO THE STAFF OF THE 
Pan AMERICAN UNION AND TO THE 
DELEGATIONS TO THE OAS 


The Legal Division served the staff of the 
Pan American Union and the delegations 
to the Organization of American States by 
giving legal advice and information, prepar- 
ing documents, facilitating the issuance of 
passports and visas, and handling problems 
of immigration, and privileges and im- 
munities. 

The division also continued to handle the 
issuance of the Official Travel Document of 
the Oas, in accordance with the regulations 
approved by the Secretary General. This 
document is intended to provide proper 
identification to officials and staff members 
of the Pan American Union, specialized 
organizations, and inter-American agencies 
working in the field of technical assistance, 
while traveling on official mission. The docu- 
ment does not replace the national pass- 
port in any case in which the law of the 
country requires it. Up to the present time 
18 countries have recognized the document. 


Department of Cultural Affairs 


During the fiscal year 1955-56, a major 
portion of the activities of the Department of 
Cultural Affairs was concerned with the 
Second Meeting of the Inter-American Cul- 
tural Council and the Second Inter-American 
Meeting of Ministers of Education. Seven- 
teen working papers and other preliminary 
documents were prepared for the two con- 
ferences. Members of the department took 
an active part in planning the meetings, 
assisted in organizing the secretariat, served 
therein, and participated in the meetings 
themselves, and, after the meetings, began 
the work of editing and publishing the 
resultant documents. 

Cooperation was continued with the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization. The Unesco Re- 
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gional Conference on Free and Compulsory 
Education in Latin America was arranged to 
coincide with the meetings mentioned above 
and a common secretariat was established 
in which services were largely provided by 
members of the staff of the Pan American 
Union. Representatives of the Organization 
of American States participated in the 
Unesco Regional Conference, and represen- 
tativesof UNxEsco, in turn, participated in the 
Meeting of Ministers of Education. Collabo- 
ration was lent to a UNEsco round table on 
the teaching of the social sciences, held in 
Rio de Janeiro. The program of translation 
and publication of Latin American classics 
went forward and aid was continued to the 
Latin American Regional Center for Funda- 
mental Education (CREFAL). 

The department continued its program of 
round tables for university specialists in the 
inter-American field, extending it for the 
first time to Latin America, with a meeting 
in San Juan, Puerto Rico, cosponsored by 
the government of that commonwealth. 
This was attended by some 40 scholars from 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Cuba, Ecuador, 
Guatemala, Haiti, Mexico, Peru, and the 
United States. The work of editing the 
proceedings of this meeting for publication 
was initiated. The department also continued 
its participation in the inter-university 
seminar maintained by the six institutions 
of higher education in the Washington area. 

The department actively promoted the 
First American Book Festival, particularly 
by urging participation of United States 
publishing firms and cultural institutions. 
The Festival is to be held at the Central 
University of Venezuela under the joint 
auspices of that institution and the Pan 
American Union. 


OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


The Director continued his program of 
visits to United States universities, for the 


purpose of establishing and strengthening 
relations with college specialists and others 
interested in inter-American affairs, with a 
view to informing them of the work of the 
Organization of American States and pro- 
moting collaboration with and from them. A 
major feature of this program was a tour 
which took him to the University of Virginia, 
Washington and Lee University, the Uni- 
versity of Tennessee, Vanderbilt Univer- 
sity, Fisk University, the University of 
Alabama, Florida State University, the 
University of Florida, the University of 
Miami, Rollins College, the University of 
North Carolina, and Duke University. 
In addition to making addresses at these 
and other institutions in the United States, 
he lectured in Puerto Rico and Ecuador, and 
contributed to Perspective of Brazil, issued 


by Intercultural Publications, and The 
Atlantic Monthly. 
The office continued to prepare the 


Brazilian literature section of the Handbook 
of Latin American Studies, edited by the 
Hispanic Foundation of the United States 
Library of Congress, and to collaborate with 
the United States Quarterly Book Review, 
the Hispanic American Historical Review, 
and Books Abroad. 


Music Section.—In April 1956 a round 
table on inter-American cooperation in the 
field of music was held at the Pan American 
Union with the collaboration of the Musie 
Section, under the auspices of the United 
States Department of State, and with the 
attendance of prominent musicians from 
Argentina, Colombia, Cuba, (Guatemala, 
Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Puerto Rico, 
and the continental United States. Fulfilling 
a recommendation of the First Meeting of 
the Inter-American Cultural Council, the 
round table brought about the establishment 
of the Inter-American Music Center, to 
coordinate the musical activities of the 
Hemisphere through the national music 
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councils in the individual member states. 
At the direction of the Secretary General of 
the Organization, the Music Section has 
assumed the functions of secretariat of the 
Inter-American Music Center and has 
initiated the publication of a newsletter, in 
Spanish and English, on the center’s ac- 
tivities. 

The section continued its program of 
concerts at the Pan American Union, aimed 
to promote the work of composers and per- 
forming artists of the Americas, presenting 
the pianists Inés Gémez Carrillo (Argentina), 
Charlotte Martin (Mexico), Angélica 
Morales (Mexico), Salvador Ley (Guate- 
mala), Harry McClure (United States), and 
Eliana Cori (Chile); the sopranos Laura 
Krahn (Chile), and Margarita Zambrana 
(Cuba); the violinists Jaime Laredo 
(Bolivia), and Alfredo Wang (Chile); the 
Bogota String Quartet (Colombia); the 
flutist Carleton Sprague Smith (United 
States); a wind ensemble (United States) ; 
the string ensemble of the United States 
Air Force Symphony Orchestra; and the 
chorus of The Catholic University of 
America. Concerts in the Aztec Garden 
included performances by the folk dance 
group directed by Rafael Sarda (Uruguay), 
the Boys’ Town Choir of Monterrey (Mex- 
ico), and the marimba band ‘“‘Maderas de 
mi Tierra’? (Guatemala). In addition there 
was a recital by the Cuban popular artist 
“Bola de Nieve”’. 

The Music Section took an active part in 
the organization of the Inter-American 
Music Festival of New Orleans, scheduled 
for April 1957, and has been assigned re- 
sponsibility for all technical arrangements 
related thereto. 

The section continued its program of 
publication of new scores by American com- 
posers issuing the Short Symphony for Strings 
of Blas Galindo (Mexico), the Sonatina for 
Piano No. 2 of Luis A. Escobar (Colombia), 


Four Songs by Alfonso Montecino (Chile), 
and Prelude and Toccata for Piano by José 
Malsio (Peru). Works by Héctor Tosar 
Errecart and José Serebrier (Uruguay), 
Héctor Campos Parsi (Puerto Rico), and 
Antonio Estéves (Venezuela), were sent to 
press. The Boletin de Musica y Artes Visuales 
appeared regularly, and a revised and en- 
larged edition of Latin American Symphonic 
Works Available in the United States was 
issued, the second portion thereof being 
devoted to the Edwin A. Fleischer Collection 
of the Philadelphia Free Library. The 
volume on Panama in the Directorio Musical 
de la América Latina appeared and _ the 
volume on Mexico was sent to press. Also 
sent to press was the second volume of the 
series ‘“‘Compositores de América” giving 
biographical data, photographs, facsimiles 
of musical manuscripts, and chronological 
lists of works for the composers Alberto 
Williams, Juan Carlos Paz, Jacobo Ficher, 
and Honorio Siccardi (Argentina); Luis 
Cosme (Brazil); Alfonso Letelier and Pedro 
Humberto Allende (Chile); Julio Fonseca 
(Costa Rica); Juan Francisco Garcia (Do- 
minican Republic); Rodolfo Halffter (Mex- 
ico); Luis A. Delgadillo (Nicaragua); 
Andrés Sas (Peru); Charles Ives, Ruth 
Crawford Seeger, and Henry Cowell (United 
States); and Eduardo Fabini (Uruguay). 
Work was also begun upon a second edition 
of the Bio-bibliographical Index of Musi- 
cians in the United States since Colonial 
Times. 

The section cooperated with the music 
divisions of the United States Library ol 
Congress and the New York Public Library, 
the National Music Council of the United 
States, and the International Music Council, 
and it was represented at the meeting of the 
Music Educators National Conference. 


VisuaL Arts Section.—The section in- 
itiated a new activity during the course oi 
the year with the publication of the first in 
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a series of Highlights of Latin American Art, 
a portfolio of 24 black-and-white reproduc- 
tions of drawings, paintings, sculptures, and 
textiles, each ‘accompanied by a brief explan- 
atory note in Spanish and English. Com- 
pleted and sent to press was Four Artists of 
the Americas, an illustrated volume of 
essays on Alexander Calder (United States), 
Roberto Burle Marx (Brazil), Amelia 
Peldez (Cuba), and Rufino Tamayo (Mex- 
ico). Other activities in the field of publica- 
tions included the preparation of the art 
section of the Boletin de Misica y Artes 
Visuales and the design and layout of that 
periodical, as well as the provision of articles 
on Latin American art and motion pictures 
for the Americana Annual yearbook, the 
Funk and Wagnalls’ /nternational Yearbook, 
and the American People’s Encyclopedia. 

In April and May 1956 the chief of the 
section visited museums in Chile, Bolivia, 
Peru, Ecuador, and Colombia to gather 
material for the third volume (west coast of 
South America), of the Guia de las Colec- 
ciones Piiblicas de Arte en la América Latina. 
The first volume (Caribbean region) was in 
press during the year, and work was ad- 
vanced upon the second volume (east coast 
of South America). 

The section presented the following ex- 
hibits at the Pan American Union: oils and 
drawings by Enrique Echevarria and sculp- 
tures by Irma Dias (Mexico); oils by Luce 
Turnier Carpi (Haiti); engravings by Fayga 
Ostrower and Arthur Luiz Piza (Brazil); 
oils by Enrique Camino-Brent (Peru); oils 
and gowaches by Eudoro Silvera (Panama) ; 
sculptures by Edgar Negret (Colombia) ; 
oils by Vicente Martin (Uruguay); oils and 
engravings by Enrique Zajiartu (Chile); 
oils, collages, and drawings by Hugo Con- 
suegra (Cuba); oils by Amanda de Leén 
(Venezuela); “Liturgical Arts of Canada”; 
and 16 “Artists of the United States in 
Latin America”. Additional, special exhibits 
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included one of indigenous types of Ecuador, 
art of Chile, and watercolors of Venezuelan 
birds. 

The circulating art exhibit was lent to the 
Minnesota State Fair (Minneapolis), the Art 
Institute of Zanesville (Ohio), the Erie 
Public Museum (Erie, Pennsylvania), and 
Westhampton College (University of Rich- 
mond, Richmond, Virginia). Lithographs by 
Latin American artists were sent to the 
Exhibit of Lithography held by the Cincin- 
nati Art Museum. The chief of the section 
was chosen by the Museum of Fine Arts of 
Houston to visit all the Caribbean countries 
to select works for the Gulf International 
Exhibition which was first shown in Houston 
and then circulated to other museums in the 
United States. Included in this exhibit were 
161 works by 91 artists from 15 countries and 
territories. 

The following display exhibits were de- 
signed and constructed by the program 
specialist: one on the Organization of Ameri- 
can States for the fair at Ciudad Trujillo 
(Dominican Republic); one on inter-Ameri- 
can cultural activities for the cultural con- 
ferences in Lima (Peru); one on housing for 
the conference on that subject in Caracas 
(Venezuela) ; one for the Radio Section of the 
Pan American Union; one for the Section of 
Educational Interchange; one for Américas 
magazine; and two for the Division of 
Publications. 

Special collaboration was extended to the 
Smithsonian Institution (Washington, 
D.C.), the Carnegie Institute of Pittsburgh 
(Pennsylvania), the Children’s Book Fair 
(Washington, D.C.), the Universidad Na- 
cional del Sur (Mérida, Yucatan, Mexico), 
and the American Federation of Arts. The 
exhibits loan office was reorganized and lent 
a variety of materials to schools and other 
institutions throughout the year. A special 
showing of Venezuelan documentary films 
was presented, and Mexican and Brazilian 
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documentaries were lent to interested 
groups. Finally, the section acted as inter- 
mediary for a number of Latin American 
artists in arranging for exhibits and other 
presentations of their works. 


Division OF PuiLosopHy, LETTERS, 
AND SCIENCES 


In the Oas-UNEsco program of transla- 
tion and publication in English and French 
of classics of Latin American literature and 
thought, responsibility as regards English is 
entrusted to the Sections of Philosophy and 
Letters of the Pan American Union. During 
the fiscal year 1955-56, the second published 
volume appeared, Tabaré, by Juan Zorrilla 
de San Martin, of Uruguay. This was a 
bilingual edition, the English version being 
the work of Walter Owen, with a preface by 
Enrique Anderson-Imbert and an introduc- 
tion by Sir Eugen Millington-Drake. Re- 
ceived during the year were manuscripts of 
the Comentarios Reales of the Inca Garcilaso 
de la Vega (translated by H. V. Livermore), 
the Memorias de um Sargento de Milicias by 
Manuel Anténio de Almeida (translated by 
L. L. Barrett), Memorias de Mamé Blanca 
by Teresa de la Parra (translated by Har- 
riet de Onis), Cuentos of Baldomero Lillo 
(translated by Angel Flores), and Teatro by 
Florencio Sanchez (translated by Willis 
Knapp Jones). Revision of these manuscripts 
was undertaken. Work continued upon the 
translation of Sarmiento’s Viajes by Inés 
Mufioz, and upon the preparation of an 
Antologia de los Cronistas de la Cultura 
Precolombina by Nicolau d’Olwer. Negotia- 
tions were undertaken with a view toward 
the publication of a number of the completed 
works, 


PuiLtosopHy Section.—During 1955-56, 
work upon El Pensamiento de los Estados 
Unidos was advanced with the translation 
into Spanish of Professor Elizabeth Flower’s 
portion of the text. Work upon the Antologta 
del Pensamiento Politico y Social de la 


ANNALS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 


América Latina was deferred pending con- 
sideration by the Seminar on the History 
of Ideas, convoked by the Commission on 
History of the Pan American Institute of 
Geography and History for the latter part 
of 1956. The section continued to contribute 
the chapter on philosophy to the Handbook 
of Latin American Studies edited by the 
Hispanic Foundation of the United States 
Library of Congress. 

The section had the responsibility of 
planning and organizing the round table on 
problems of mutual understanding among 
the American nations held in Puerto Rico in 
April 1956, and it undertook the work of 
editing the proceedings thereof. The section 
also took an active part in organizing the 
Fourth Inter-American Congress of Philos- 
ophy, held in Santiago, Chile, in July 1956. 

Addresses were made at a number of cul- 
tural institutions of the Hemisphere, in- 
cluding a series of lectures on contemporary 
philosophy in the United States delivered at 
the Colegio Libre de Estudios Superiores oi 
Buenos Aires. 

The section continued to hold responsi- 
bility for questions relating to the comple- 
tion and publication of the Diccionario de 
Construccién y Régimen de la Lengua Cas- 
tellana of Rufino José Cuervo. As the result 
of negotiations between the Pan American 
Union and the Caro and Cuervo Institute 
of Bogota, Professor Juan Corominas, of the 
University of Chicago, has been engaged for 
a period of two years to advise and assist the 
Institute in advancing work upon the dic- 
tionary. 





Letrers Section.—An important addi- 
tion to the ‘“Pensamiento de América”’ series 
was constituted by the publication of a bi- 
lingual (English and Spanish) Antologta de 
la Poesta Norteamericana Contemporénea, 
translated and edited by Eugenio Florit. 
Works continuing in progress were La No- 
vela Hispanoamericana en el Siglo XX, under 
the editorship of Roberto Esquenazi-Mayo; 


Brief 
Mant 
Seen | 
Thom 
Story 
bridge 
The 
tivitie 
the D 
cana. 
lated 
from 
count) 
The si 
obtain 
respec 
(Arger 
Afrani 
(Chile 
Juan . 
(Keuac 
Salvad 
Iduart 
Alvare 
numbe 
decease 
Ecuadc 
on Bol 
advane 
been de 
tensive 
Colla 
informa 
as the 





Univers 
Institut 
tatives 
ton, the 
lege (Ri 
Agricult 
(Nashvi 
Ohio). 
Socra 
its infor 
numbers 
and the : 





¥ COn- 
listory 
on on 
ute of 
r part 
ribute 
ndbook 
y the 
States 


ity of 
ble on 
among 
1¢0 in 
ork of 
section 
ng the 
Philos- 
1956. 
of cul- 
‘e, in 
porary 
red at 
ores of 


sponsi- 
omple- 
wrio Ce 
a Cas- 
result 
verican 
stitute 
of the 
zed for 
sist the 
1e dic 


- addi- 
’ series 
f a bi- 
gia de 
ordned, 
Florit. 
La No- 
, under 
Mayo; 








Brief History of Brazilian Lnterature, by 
Manuel Bandeira; Brazilian Literature as 
Seen by United States Critics, edited by Earl 
Thomas; and Machado de Assis, Short 
Story Writer, edited by Benjamin M. Wood- 
bridge, Jr. 

The major portion of the section’s ac- 
tivities during the fiscal year was devoted to 
the Diccionario de la Literatura Latinoameri- 
cana. Over 2,000 questionnaires were circu- 
lated to authors, and replies were received 
from 576 (426 from Spanish American 
countries, 132 from Brazil, 18 from Haiti). 
The services of the following advisers were 
obtained for the sections relating to their 
respective places of origin: Roberto Guisti 
(Argentina), Augusto Guzman (Bolivia), 
Afranio Coutinho (Brazil), Ratil Silva Castro 
(Chile), Carlos Garcia Prada (Colombia), 
Juan J. Remos (Cuba), Isaac J. Barrera 
(Ecuador), Ricardo Trigueros de Leén (El 
Salvador), David Vela (Guatemala), Andrés 
Iduarte (Mexico), and Josefina Rivera de 
Alvarez (Puerto Rico). Articles received 
numbered 269 and the sections relative to 
deceased authors of Costa Rica, Chile, and 
Ecuador were completed, while the sections 
on Bolivia, Brazil, and Colombia were far 
advanced. Progress of the dictionary has 
been delayed, however, by the need for ex- 
tensive editorial revision of material received. 

Collaboration in the form of advice and 
information was given to institutions such 
as the University of California Press, the 
University of Illinois, and the Larragoiti 
Institute of Rio de Janeiro, and to represen- 
tatives of the Cuban Embassy in Washing- 
ton, the University of Indiana, Rosary Col- 
lege (River Forest, Illinois), the Tennessee 
Agricultural and Industrial State University 
(Nashville), and Miami University (Oxford, 
Ohio). 


SoctaL ScreNcE Section.—Continuing 
its information program, the section issued 
numbers 33 through 37 of Ciencias Sociales, 
and the index for 1955. In 1956 the bulletin 
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was changed from a bimonthly to a quarterly 
and the number of pages was increased from 
64 to 96. Distribution stood at 5,500. A 
third edition of the Guta de Instituciones y 
Sociedades en el Campo de las Ciencias So- 
ciales was undertaken, the second edition 
having been exhausted, and preparations for 
a directory of Latin American social science 
specialists were concluded. In addition, an 
estimated 1,200 specialized inquiries were 
answered by the section. 

In the field of assistance to teaching and 
research in the social sciences, the section 
issued (in collaboration with the Social 
Science Research Council of the United 
States) a second volume in its technical 
manual series, T’eorta y Prédctica del Estudio 
de Areas, and the translation and adapta- 
tion of the first part of a Guia de Campo del 
Investigador Social (prepared in cooperation 
with the Royal Anthropological Society of 
Great Britain and Ireland) was completed. 
Also issued during the year was the volume 
Irrigation Civilizations: A Comparative Study. 
Arrangements were made with the Ethno- 
logical Society of Tokyo for publication of a 
Japanese version of this work. Publication 
of the Programa de Historia de la América 
Indigena was far advanced, and an English 
translation was nearly completed. The series 
of panoramas of the development of the 
social sciences in the member states was 
continued with the preparation of the manu- 
script of La Sociologia y la Antropologta 
Social en el Brasil, 1900-1950, and arrange- 
ments were made for a third volume dealing 
with Mexico and Central America. 

In the realm of field activities, the section 
continued its negotiations for the establish- 
ment in one of the Latin American countries 
of Cultural Files, based on the system de- 
veloped by the Human Relations Area 
Files, of New Haven, Connecticut, an enter- 
prise sustained by 17 United States uni- 
versities. These files contain organized in- 
formation on all aspects of human culture. 
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Preparation of a technical glossary of Eng- 
lish and Spanish terms was advanced, and 
the writing of a handbook, dealing with the 
theory and practices of the files, was planned. 
A plan for offering postgraduate training to 
advanced social science students at existing 
Latin American centers was developed and 
prepared for presentation to the Coordinat- 
ing Committee on Technical Assistance. 

The section cooperated with UNEsco in 
the organization and holding of a seminar 
on the teaching of the social sciences, which 
took place in Rio de Janeiro in March 1956. 
The section cosponsored with the University 
of Illinois a symposium on rural subcultures 
in Latin America and their influence on 
technical development, which was attended 
by some 30 specialists from the United States 
and Latin America. Negotiations were ini- 
tiated for a seminar on the history and cul- 
ture of plantations in the Caribbean area, to 
be held with the cooperation of Columbia 
University and the Government of Puerto 
Rico; and planning was begun for a seminar 
on rural populations in Latin America, to be 
held in Venezuela. The section also parti- 
cipated in a seminar on social integration, 
held in Guatemala. 

The Oas-UNEsco joint program for the 
translation and publication in Spanish of a 
series on the university teaching of the social 
sciences went forward. The first two of six 
manuscripts were received and the work of 
revision begun. The section continued its 
cooperation with the International Commit- 
tee on Social Sciences Documentation, by 
furnishing the annual bibliography on Latin 
America for publication in Current Sociology. 
A provisional version of a bibliography of the 
African heritage in Latin America, compiled 
in collaboration with specialists from Yale 
University and Vassar College, was issued 
in mimeographed form. Preparation of the 
anthropology section of the annual Hand- 
book of Latin American Studies was con- 
tinued. 


Finally, at the request of the Junta Na- 
cional de Planificacién y Urbanismo of Peru, 
a preliminary archaeological survey of the 
region of Chanchan was carried out, and 
recommendations were made for the preser- 
vation of this important zone and for making 
it more accessible to the public. 


ScIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY SECTION.— 
During the fiscal year 1955-56, four num- 
bers (17-20) of the quarterly bulletin Ciencia 
y Tecnologia appeared. The average number 
of pages per issue was 52, and circulation 
reached 4,000. The section was fortunate 
in obtaining articles from such distinguished 
figures as Jean Itard (France), German 
KE. Villar (Uruguay), Salvador Mosqueira 
R. (Mexico), Wayne E. White (United 
States), and Bernardo A. Houssay (Argen- 
tina). The number of reviewers was enlarged, 
and included scientists of such note as José 
Babini (Argentina) and Félix Cernuschi 
(Uruguay). Material carried by the bulletin 
was reproduced by a number of other jour- 
nals in Latin America. 

The monthly news service on develop- 
ments in the fields of science and technology 
was continued to some 30 leading news- 
papers in Latin America and also to UNEsco 
and a number of other institutions. However, 
as no provision has been made for remun- 
erating authors of articles of popular science, 
it was not always possible to provide that 
portion of the service. 

Work was continued on a directory of 
United States scientists, by field of special- 
ization. As in previous years the section 
furnished material to the Center for Scien- 
tific and Technical Documentation in Mexico 
and it collaborated in other ways with that 
institution and with the Latin American 
Science Cooperation Center in Montevideo. 
Finally, the section participated in a panel 
discussion concerning the present and future 
state of science in the Americas which was 
telecast by the United States Voice of 
America. 
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OFFICE OF THE INTER-AMERICAN REVIEW 
oF BrsLiograPpHy.—During the course of 
the fiscal year, publication of the Jnter- 
American Review of Bibliography was brought 
up to date: not only did the four numbers of 
Volume V (1955) and the corresponding 
index appear, but also the first two numbers 
of Volume VI (1956). Work was advanced 
upon the two subsequent numbers, includ- 
ing a special one honoring the centenary 
of Menéndez y Pelayo, for which collabora- 
tion has been obtained from such distin- 
guished figures as Samuel Gili Gaya and 
Alfonso Reyes. An added feature of the in- 
dex was a directory of publishers, to aid 
interested libraries and readers in obtaining 
works discussed in the text. Printings ran 
to 2,600, but proved insufficient to meet 
demands. 

The second, third, and fourth numbers of 
the series of bibliographical classics were 
readied for press: Antonio Ledn Pinelo’s 
Epitome de la Biblioteca Oriental y Occiden- 
tal, Ndutica y Geogrdfica (the first bibliog- 
raphy on the New World), with a preface 
by Agustin Millares Carlo; White Kennet’s 
Bibliothecae Americanae Primordia (the first 
bibliography of Anglo-America), with a 
preface by Frederick R. Goff; and Some Rare 
Books from the XVI and XVII Centuries in 
the Columbus Memorial Library, compiled 
by Luis Delgado Gardel. Work was initiated 
upon further volumes of this series, including 
the first Portuguese bibliography on the 
New World, and Las Bulas, Reales Cédulas 
y Cartas de Creacién de las Universidades 
Americanas en los Siglos XVI a XVIII. 

Although the Inter-American Cultural 
Council at its Second Meeting re-empha- 
sized the importance of the Inter-American 
Committee on Bibliography, it proved im- 
possible, as in previous years, to place the 
committee on an active basis. Nevertheless, 
as secretariat to the committee, the office of 
the Review has sought to encourage interest 
in the field, stimulating participation by 





Latin American publishing firms in the In- 
ternational Book Exhibition, in which they 
were previously not represented, and pro- 
moting observance of the bicentenary of the 
Mexican bibliophile Beristain de Souza and 
the centenary of Menéndez y Pelayo. With 
regard to these observances, the office ob- 
tained collaboration from, among others, 
the national libraries of Colombia, Cuba, 
Honduras, Mexico, and the United States, 
and the libraries of Harvard University and 
the universities of California, Michigan, 
North Carolina, and Saint Louis (United 
States). 

The office helped to organize, and par- 
ticipated in, the Third Meeting on the Pro- 
gram of History of the New World, held at 
the United States Library of Congress in 
1956, and took an active role in planning the 
Fourth Meeting, also to be held in Washing- 
ton, as well as the First Meeting on Histori- 
cal Bibliography, to be held in Havana. The 
office was represented at the International 
Congress of Libraries and Documentation 
Centers, held in Brussels, and the 1955 meet- 
ing of the American Anthropological Asso- 
ciation. 


Division oF EDUCATION 


The Division of Education held a major 
share of responsibility in connection with the 
Second Inter-American Meeting of Minis- 
ters of Education, as regarded planning, 
preparation of working papers, provision of 
technical advice, and editing of the resul- 
tant documents; it was also charged with 
representing the Organization of American 
States in the Unesco Regional Conference 
on Free and Compulsory Education in Latin 
America, for which it prepared a working 
document in conjunction with Ungsco. In 
addition, the division prepared two exhibits 
for presentation at the Lima meetings, one 
on the Organization of American States and 
compulsory elementary education, and one 
on the role of the Oas in the campaign 
against illiteracy. 
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The division contributed the services of an 
adviser to the seminar on plans programs for 
primary schools, held by Unesco at Huam- 
pani, Peru, in May 1956. It collaborated in 
the National Seminar on Secondary Educa- 
tion held at San José, Costa Rica, under the 
auspices of the Government of Costa Rica in 
December 1955, providing working docu- 
ments and technical advice and aiding in the 
general planning and organizing. It cooper- 
ated similarly with the Government of Cuba 
in national seminars on elementary and 
secondary education held at Havana in 
February 1956, contributing working docu- 
ments on curriculum reform and the aims of 
science teaching. The division also furnished 
the services of a specialist to the Seminar 
on Audio-Visual Aids organized by the 
United States International Cooperation 
Administration and held in Panama. 

Other meetings at which the Division of 
Education was represented were the Fifth 
National Conference of the United States 
National Commission for UNEsco (Cincin- 
nati, November 1955), the Fourth National 
Convention of the National Science Teachers 
Association (Washington, March 1956), the 
Eighth Annual Conference of the National 
Association of Foreign Student Advisers 
(Washington, April 1956), the Second Na- 
tional Conference on International Educa- 
tional Exchange (New York, February 
1956), and the Twelfth National Education 
Conference of the Brazilian National Educa- 
tion Association. In several cases working 
papers were contributed and the division 
aided in the organization of meetings. 

The Division of Education continued to 
collaborate in the operation of the Latin 
American Regional Center for Fundamental 
Education (CREFAL), located in Patzcuaro, 
Mexico. It participated in a meeting of the 
Oas-Unesco Joint Advisory Committee at 
which recommendations were formulated 
regarding the curricula of the center, and it 
passed on the qualifications of candidates for 


the 20 annual scholarships at the center 
financed by the Organization of American 
States. 

The Division of Education cooperated 
with the University of Chile in the organiza- 
tion of inter-American seminars on physical 
education, nutrition, and domestic science: 
lent assistance to the Central University of 
Ecuador in preparing an exhibit of works of 
philosophy; aided in organizing the Chil- 
dren’s Book Fair held under the auspices of 
the Pan American Union and the Washing- 
ton Post and Times Herald; collaborated 
with the Child Study Association of the 
United States in preparing a bibliography of 
children’s books in English on Latin Amer- 
ica; and participated in organizing the First 
American Book Festival to be held in Cara- 
cas under the joint sponsorship of the Pan 
American Union and the Central University 
of Venezuela. Addresses by members of the 
division were delivered at institutions such 
as the University of Pittsburgh, the Buffalo 
World Fellowship, Mary Washington Col- 
lege, the Washington Citizenship Seminar, 
and the “Know Your Government” Semi- 
nar of Minnesota. 

Publication was initiated of a new quar- 
terly review, La Educacion, designed to pro- 
vide news of important educational events 
and journals and articles on educational 
problems facing the Americas today. Two 
numbers were issued, the first, of 8,000 
copies, dealt with the problem of illiteracy; 
the second, of 6,000 copies, dealt with the 
teaching of science in elementary and sec- 
ondary schools. Distribution was made to 
government education offices, teaching in- 
stitutions, teachers associations, libraries, 
educational magazines, and individual teach- 
ers. 


ELEMENTARY EpucaTIon SEectTion.—Two 
additions were made to the ‘Biblioteca 
Panamericana del Maestro” series: Prosas 
Selectas and Poestas Selectas. A second edi- 
tion of La Ensetianza Agricola en la Escuela 
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Primaria was issued, and La Ensefanza del 
Espanol en la Escuela Primaria was readied 
for press. 

The section continued to supervise Proj- 
ect 26 of the Program of Technical Coopera- 
tion, the Inter-American Rural Normal 
School, located in Rubio, Venezuela. During 
1955-56 the school completed its first train- 
ing course, graduating 72 normal-school 
teachers who came from 10 different mem- 
ber states. The second course was begun with 
an enrollment of 70 teachers from 13 member 
states. The first graduating class included 1 
national inspector of rural education, 11 
directors of rural educational centers, 12 
superintendents of elementary education, 6 
heads of rural normal schools, 27 teachers in 
rural normal schools, and 3 heads of special 
schools. 


SECONDARY EpucaTion Srection.—Dur- 
ing 1955-56, the section issued a Bibliografia 
sobre Educacién Secundaria, and the text of 
the Recomendaciones Aprobadas por el Semi: 
nario Interamericano de Educacién Secun- 
daria. The report of the secondary education 
seminar was sent to press for publication 
under the title La Educacién Secundaria en 
América, and the monograph Estado Actual 
de la Educacién Secundaria en la América 
Latina was revised for publication in a sec- 
ond edition. 


VocaTIONAL Epucation Srction.—The 
following studies and manuals were issued 
during the fiscal year: Materiales de En- 
sehanza en las Escuelas Industriales de la 
América Latina; Organizacion de la Biblioteca 
Escolar Agrtcola; Fuentes de Informacién para 
la Ensefianza Agricola; Tratamiento de las 
Enfermedades de los Animales; Combate 
contra los Insectos Dafiinos; and Estudio 
sobre Organizacién y Administracién de la 
Educacién Vocacional y Técnica. The manual 
La Ensefianza de las Artes Industriales en la 
Escuela Secundaria; Tratamiento de las 
Enfermedades de las Plantas; and Localismos 


received a total of 85,000 primers as a dona- 





en la Terminologia Agricola de la América 
Latina were readied for publication. 


FUNDAMENTAL EpvucaTION SECTION.— 
Editions of 10,000 copies each were issued 
of the following new primers: Franklin; 
Los Continentes; Pueblos Antiguos de Amér- 
ica; Algunos Inventos; Letrinas Sanitarias; 
Adivinanzas; Fdébulas en Prosa, Fdbulas en 
Verso. New editions were issued of the fol- 
lowing titles: Artigas; Simén Bolivar; 
Bonifacio; Abraham Lincoln; Martt; Morelos; 
José de San Martin; Eres Libre; La Patria; 
Agua Pura; iCuidado con la Leche!; La Tu- 
berculosis; Defiende los Bosques; Defiende tu 
Suelo; Mejor Semilla de Maiz; Bueno y 
Barato; Crédito Agricola; La Casa Rural; 
Algo de Geometria; Aprenda a Medir; San 
Francisco de Asts; Quetzalcoatl; Vamos a 
Leer; La Biblioteca Popular; and La Biblio- 
teca de Educacién Fundamental. By the end 
of the fiscal year, a total of 2,520,000 copies 
of 48 different primers had been published. 

During the year the following new titles 
were readied for press: Cutdado con las Mos- 
cas; Higiene de la Casa; Salud de la Comuni- 
dad; Conoce Tu Cuerpo; Qué Debemos Comer; 
Plantas Medicinales; El Tizén del Matz; La 
Cabana del Tio Tom; Lecturas Féciles en 
Prosa; Lecturas Fédciles en Verso; and 
Aumenta Tu Biblioteca. 

Technical advice concerning the estab- 
lishment and development of a plan of pub- 
lic libraries, based on the fundamental edu- 
cation primers of the ‘Biblioteca Popular 
Latinoamericana” series was provided for 
the governments of Costa Rica and Nicara- 
gua. Each of those countries received 125,000 
primers, and a similar number was furnished 
the governments of Bolivia, Ecuador, and 
Peru for use in their respective national 
literacy campaigns. 

At the request of UNEsco, a report was 
prepared on La Editorial Latinoamericana de 
Educacién Fundamental.  Eighty-three 
schools and literacy centers in Latin America 
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tion from 66 different United States or- 
ganizations through the gift plan sponsored 
by the Pan American Union. 





EDUCATIONAL INTERCHANGE SECTION. 
The section issued its annual bulletin Sum- 
mer study in Latin America and a Bibliog- 
raphy on Physical Education: United States. 
It issued three bulletins in its new “Infor- 
mation” series: Inter-American Student 
Correspondence, Spanish-English Secretarial 
Training in the United States, and Teaching 
Opportunities in Latin America for U. S. 
Citizens. 

The section aided an estimated 2,000 in- 
dividuals with personal counselling regard- 
ing courses of study in the United States; in 
addition it advised 500 United States 
citizens concerning their plans to study in 
Latin America. Eighty Latin American 
students were placed in United States teach- 
ing institutions and in a few cases the sec- 
tion was able to obtain scholarships for them. 
The section put Colorado College in contact 
with a number of universities in Latin 
America with a view to the establishment of 
an exchange program. Similarly it advised 
the Argentine Delegation on plans for the 
exchange of students in accordance with the 
Buenos Aires Convention of 1936 and the 
Fulbright Program. The section assisted in 
the selection of candidates for the Leo S. 
Rowe Memorial Scholarship at the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania; the Florence Lerner 
Memorial Scholarship at the University of 
Chicago; and the five scholarships offered 
by the Summer School of the University of 
Havana to United States citizens. 

The section continued to administer the 
fellowship program of study of the Organiza- 
tion of American States for government 
personnel of the member states. During 
1955-56 the course was taken by 11 officials 
from Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Guate- 
mala, Haiti, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, 
the United States, and Venezuela. In addi- 
tion, the section continued to direct a pro- 
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gram to provide on-the-job training for 
college students desirous of experience in 
the workings of the Oas; participants during 
1955-56 included nine students from United 
States universities, one from the University 
of Paris, and one member of the Swiss dele- 
gation on the Neutral Nations Supervisory 
Commission in Korea. 

As usual, the section provided secretariat 
services for the Leo S. Rowe Pan American 
Fund, including information and guidance 
to applicants. During the course of the year 
loans were made to 73 students for a total 
of $45,979. 


CoLumMBus MeEmorIAL LIBRARY 


ACQUISITIONS AND WITHDRAWALS.—Dur- 
ing the year the library added to the general 
collection 4,326 books and pamphlets, 199 
new periodical titles, 162 rolls of microfilm, 
34,500 international agency documents, 
8,400 copies (3 of each item) of Pan American 
Union publications and documents of the 
Organization of American States, and 1,400 
photographs. Also acquired was the Hans 
Mann (Argentina) collection of 6,000 small 
prints and negatives. Some 7,000 items were 
withdrawn, chiefly less frequently used 
periodical sets; these were furnished to the 
United States Library of Congress, the Spe- 
cialized Organizations, and the United 
States Book Exchange. 


Processes.—The library processed a 
total of 13,513 items, as follows: 2,492 new 
titles of books and pamphlets, 1,998 added 
copies and serial publications, 392 conference 
documents, 6,688 periodical articles, 1,400 
photographs, and 517 miscellaneous (music, 
microfilms, etc.). Volumes bound numbered 
1,391, in addition to 52 portfolios for un- 
bound gazettes. Additions to the authority 
file of authors came to 4,380, making a total 
of 33,046 since the compilation was begun 
in 1950. Cards multigraphed for use in the 
library files numbered 8,816, including 2,073 
stencils run for the Inter American Statisti- 
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cal Institute, and 2,000 for the Music Sec- 
tion. 

The library processed 117 titles for the 
cooperative cataloging program of the 
United States Library of Congress. The need 
for increasing the periodical indexing service, 
which constitutes almost the sole reference 
source for material published in Latin Ameri- 
can periodicals, was stressed both by the 
Seminar on the Acquisition of Latin Ameri- 
can Materials (Brooksville, Florida) and the 
Second Meeting of the Inter-American 
Cultural Council. 

PusBLic sSERVICES.—Circulation records 
showed that 63,375 items were used during 
the year, an increase of 3.3 per cent over 
1955 and 53 per cent over 1951. Readers 
totalled 10,805. The number of reference 
questions answered, which had been 15,612 
in 1955, rose to 27,812 in 1956, including 
5,385 inquiries answered by mail. Requests 
originating in Latin America continued to 
increase greatly; 2,407 items were sent on 
inter-library loan; 634 volumes were re- 
quested; and 119 bibliographies were com- 
piled. When the annual list of bibliographies 
for 1955 was published, requests therefor 
exceeded all possibilities of fulfillment; 
3,419 photographs were sent out on loan, 
an increase of more than 60 per cent over the 
previous fiscal year. After offices of the Pan 
American Union, the largest numbers of 
requests came from the Encyclopaedia 
Britannica and the C. 8. Hammond Com- 
pany. 

PUBLICATIONS.—Twelve issues of the 
monthly List of Books Accessioned and 
Periodical Articles Indexed were issued or 
sent to press. The October number initiated 
a new section, entitled ‘Publications Dis- 
tributed by the Division of Publications and 
Distribution of the Pan American Union”. 
Two additions were made to the ‘Biblio- 
graphic” series: No. 45, Bibliotecas Infantiles 
y Escolares; and No. 46, Indice General de la 
Revista “Sur” 1931-1954. Being readied for 
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press were a revised edition of the bibliog- 
raphy on public administration in Latin 
America, a guide to current periodicals in 
Latin America (compiled under contract 
with Unesco), and a directory of book- 
dealers and publishers in Latin America. In 
preparation were a guide to libraries in 
Latin America and an index to the three 
editions of the Bulletin of the Pan American 
Union. 

A major project was brought to an end 
with the publication, late in 1955, by the 
Forest Press, of the Spanish edition of the 
Dewey Decimal Classification System. This 
achievement was recognized by the Ameri- 
can Library Association, which conferred 
the Melvil Dewey Award upon the trans- 
lator. 


EXCHANGE AND DUPLICATES.—Additions 
to the exchange list of libraries and other 
institutions numbered 128; withdrawals, 36. 
The total figure at the end of the year stood 
at 2,893. 

Lists of duplicates of publications on 
Latin America or by Latin American authors 
are periodically circulated to other libraries 
and distribution is made according to re- 
quests received. List No. 15 was compiled 
and circulated to 200 libraries and other 
institutions during the course of the year, 
and 1,000 items on lists 13 and 14 were 
distributed. A small collection of duplicates 
was sent to the international fair in the 
Dominican Republic, and children’s books 
were given to the Colombian-American 
Center in Bogota. 


MICROFILM AND PHOTOCOPY SERVICE.— 
During the course of the year, the library 
became affiliated with the Association of 
Research Libraries Foreign Newspaper 
Microfilm Depository, obtaining the right to 
receive on a loan basis, and have reproduced 
at cost, any film in that joint collection, 
thereby greatly increasing its resources in 
this line. As its own contribution, the library 
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forwarded to the Depository 719 rolls of 
negatives of Latin American newspapers. 


IN-SERVICE TRAINING.—Training in li- 
brary procedures was offered for periods 
varying from two weeks to five months to 
librarians from the University of Santo 
Domingo, the United States Official Mission 
in Bolivia, the Experimental Normal School 
of Paraguay, and the Brazilian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. Special visits were arranged 
for library science students from Atlanta 
University, The Catholic University of 
America, and the University of North Caro- 
lina, and for individual librarians from 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Cuba, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, 
Mexico, Venezuela, and Spain. 


MEETINGS AND TRAVEL.—The library 
assisted in organizing, and participated in, a 
Seminar on the Acquisition of Latin Ameri- 
can Materials, cosponsored by the Pan 
American Union and the University of 
Fiorida. Members of the staff participated 
in the Pilot Seminar on _ Bibliography 
(Havana), the 1955 and 1956 meetings of 
the American Library Association, the meet- 
ing of the International Federation of Li- 
brary Associations, and the International 
Congress of Libraries and Documentation 
Centers (Brussels), the National Book Com- 
mittee Conference on American Books 
Abroad (Princeton, New Jersey), and the 
meeting of the Advisory Board on Inter- 
American Scientific Communications 
(Turrialba, Costa Rica). The Associate 
Librarian made tours of inspection of li- 
braries in Peru, Ecuador, and Colombia, 
and lectured in Lima. 


OTHER ACTIVITIES.—The library served 
as host to the Sixth Children’s Book Fair, 
held under the joint auspices of the Pan 
American Union, The Washington Post and 
Times Herald, and other entities. The li- 
brary was in charge of the exhibition of 
books. Over 3,000 books from the United 


States and an equal number from Latin 
America and other countries were on display, 
The fair was an outstanding success, being 
attended by more than 35,000 children and 
adults. Broadcasts concerning the fair were 
prepared in both Spanish and Portuguese for 
transmission to Latin America. 

Working papers were prepared for a semi- 
nar on bibliography in Mexico, a professional 
meeting in Costa Rica, and the International 
Congress of National Libraries in Havana. 
A course on children’s libraries was worked 
out for the Inter-American Rural Normal 
School in Rubio, Venezuela, and quarterly 
reports were prepared and circulated on 
inter-American library relations. 


Department of Administrative Affairs 


OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


The Office of the Director is charged with 
the supervision and correlation of the regular 
functions of the Department of Adminis- 
trative Affairs of the Pan American Union 
which are of a general fiscal and administra- 
tive nature. The Director is also the Treas- 
urer of the Pan American Union. 

Among the duties performed by the Direc- 
tor are those of preparing the annual budget 
of the Pan American Union, providing as- 
sistance to the Finance Committee of the 
Council, as may be required, and issuing 
Executive Orders and Administrative An- 
nouncements. In preparing the budget, the 
Director studies and discusses work pro- 
grams and justifications of cost estimates 
of the various departments and offices of the 
Pan American Union. He is responsible for 
consolidating these estimates in suitable 
budget format for review and final approval. 
As stipulated by agreements, individual 
budgets were submitted for examination to 
the Finance Committee by the Inter-Ameri- 
can Institute of Agricultural Sciences, the 
Pan American Sanitary Bureau, the Pan 
American Institute of Geography and His- 
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tory, and the American International Insti- 
tute for the Protection of Childhood. 

The Director, as Treasurer of the Pan 
American Union, manages its investments 
and special funds on his own initiative or 
with the advice of an investment counsel. 
In addition, the Director of the Department 
also performs certain duties as Treasurer of 
the Pan American Sanitary Bureau and of 
the Inter-American Institute of Agricultural 
Sciences, and as custodian of the Special 
Account for the Program of Technical Co- 
operation of the Organization of American 
States. 

Under the supervision of the Director, the 
Fiscal Division of the Department performs 
the work necessary in connection with the 
administration of the funds for which the 
Director is responsible. The Treasurer’s 
annual report’ to the Secretary General dis- 
closes in detail the transactions of the vari- 
ous funds administered by him and the dis- 
position of their balances. An internal audit 
office is maintained where all vouchers for 
disbursements from the General Fund are 
audited prior to payment and periodic test 
checks are made of the accounts and records 
subject to the administration of the Treas- 
urer. The business procedures of the Pan 
American Union as well as its accounts and 
records are also under continuous examina- 
tion by independent auditors. 

The accomplishments of increased bene- 
fits in group hospitalization and insurance, 
and the provisions now in effect for home 
travel, have all contributed to the financial 
betterment of the staff members. 

During the year, an Executive Order was 
issued by the Secretary General dealing with 
the organization of committees on general 
policy and administrative matters. Adminis- 
trative announcements were distributed to 
the staff concerning the following subjects: 
transfer of the Group Liaison Service from 
the Department of Administrative Affairs 


1 Pertinent sections of this report are printed on pp. 98-104. 
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to the Office of Public Relations; reorganiza- 
tion of the Division of Conferences and Or- 
ganizations; delegation of authority to the 
Assistant Secretary General; and depart- 
mental and divisional title changes within 
the Pan American Union. 

The Health Unit, under the supervision of 
the Office of the Director, furnished a 
monthly average of 650 separate services 
during 1955-56 to employees of the Pan 
American Union and their families, cafeteria 
employees, employees of the Pan American 
Sanitary Bureau, and other inter-American 
agencies. The services of the staff physician 
were available to employees for one hour 
twice weekly and a registered nurse was on 
duty on a full time basis. Staff appointments 
with the physician averaged about 55 a 
month in addition to 42 physical examina- 
tions for employment. Immunizations for 
health certificate purposes were given to all 
staff members travelling abroad on official 
business. 


PERSONNEL DIVISION 


Recruitment needs of the Pan American 
Union were properly met for the year. A 
number of recruitments were made in order 
to meet temporary work requirements in 
connection with program preparation for 
inter-American meetings and special proj- 
ects. 

At the present time the staff of the Pan 
American Union numbers 400 as compared 
with 378 employees as of June 30, 1955. The 
percentage of turnover for this period is 6 
per cent, which shows a turnover rate of 1 
per cent less than that of the previous year. 

There were 3 terminations, 22 voluntary 
separations, and 90 appointments made to 
the staff, including 47 temporary assign- 
ments. In regard to regular appointments, 
38 are Latin Americans and 5 are United 
States citizens. The Latin American ap- 
pointees for the year represented 16 nation- 


alities. . 
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Internal reassignment and placement of 
staff members for administrative or personal 
reasons involved 22 employees as compared 
to 5 in the past reporting period. 

The division was visited by, and inter- 
viewed approximately 2,600 employment 
applicants. It administered 210 typing and 
other selecting tests in the course of recruit- 
ment for positions. 

Personnel records show an over-all satis- 
faction with the work performance and con- 
duct of staff members, which indicates that 
the work programs of the Pan American 
Union are being effectively accomplished. 

It is noteworthy that during the year 23 
staff members were awarded meritorious 
salary increases for discharging responsi- 
bilities beyond that normally expected from 
their specific assignments. 

In providing services to Pan American 
Union personnel, the division received ap- 
proximately 10,000 staff visits, for counsel- 
ing and other requests during the year. These 
included personal problems, such as financial, 
educational, housing, community facilities, 
health, and welfare; on-the-job problems, 
such as classification, job assignments, 
working and employment conditions, and 
improvement opportunities; and occasional 
minor grievances which were settled. 

There were 28 employee applications to 
the Leo S. Rowe Pan American Fund for 
financial assistance which were received, 
investigated, and submitted to the commit- 
tee with observations and recommendations. 
Twenty-five of these applications were ap- 
proved, two were withdrawn, and one was 
disallowed. Policy coordination for granting 
loans between the Retirement and Pension 
Plan Committee and the Leo S. Rowe Pan 
American Fund Committee was maintained. 

Comprehensive orientation training was 
given to 90 employees by members of the 
division using the employees’ native lan- 
guages. An Orientation Guide and State- 
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ment have been prepared and are in use. 
The Orientation Guide reflects information 
about the Organization of American States 
and the Pan American Union, their history, 
organization, functions, and achievements, 
as well as employment policies, benefits, 
allowances, and staff services, which it is 
felt will result in better acquainting em- 
ployees with the structure and objectives of 
the Organization. 

The division has also prepared the draft 
of an employee handbook which is intended 
to serve as a source of reference and consul- 
tation for staff members. 

Twenty-seven supervisors and potential 
employees, selected by the executive and 
departmental officers, at several levels of 
responsibility, attended specialized training 
sessions during the year. 

As in previous years, language courses in 
English, Spanish, Portuguese, and French 
as well as shorthand instruction in English 
and Spanish were offered to the staff. The 
courses ran through 34 weeks comprising 544 
hours of instructional time. Sixty-five staff 
members enrolled and participated in these 
activities, as well as a number of nonstafi 
members whose activities are directly or 
indirectly connected with inter-American 
affairs. 

The division participated in an advisory 
capacity to the Director of the Department 
of Administrative Affairs and the Secretary 
General in the policy formulation and prep- 
aration of the Pan American Union pay plan. 
This work performed by the division in- 
cluded: comparative studies and analyses of 
salaries, drafting of salary scales, and _re- 
search on related forms of compensation such 
as employee allowances and benefits, and 
the establishment of a new salary class and 
range. 

The division prepared a revision of the 
Position Classification Plan, which was un- 
dertaken in consideration of certain classi- 
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fication requirements and administrative 
needs. The revised plan was put into effect 
as of July 1, 1956. 

Cooperation was maintained with the 
United Nations in matters of personnel 
administration as well as with certain other 
specialized agencies such as the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development, 
the International Monetary Fund, the 
Pan American Sanitary Bureau, the In- 
ternational Cotton Advisory Committee, 
and the Food and Agriculture Organization. 

The chief and other staff members of the 
division delivered lectures on the Organiza- 
tion of American States and the Pan Ameri- 
can Union to professional, educational, and 
other groups in line with the public relations 
program as established by the Secretary 
General. 


Tue StaFF COMMITTEE 


The Staff Committee, elected by staff 
members of the Pan American Union, is the 
executive organ of the Staff Association and 
is established to maintain regular liaison 
between the staff and the Secretary General. 
The committee is empowered to make pro- 
posals which it can discuss with the Secre- 
tary General or his designee concerning im- 
provements in the conditions of the staff, 
particularly with regard to subjects of com- 
mon interest to the employees or affecting 
their welfare. 

During the past fiscal year, the Staff 
Committee participated in discussions with 
the Advisory Board concerning staff salaries; 
acted in a liaison capacity between the cafe- 
teria management and the Pan American 
Union staff, handling complaints and sug- 
gestions; proposed that the Staff Rule 
governing leave for jury duty be revised to 
grant special leave with pay for jury service 
(which was approved in June of this year); 
collected money and clothing for the people 
of Mexico during the hurricane and flood 
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disaster in October; and organized parties 
and presented gifts to members of the staff 
who retired. 


Fiscat DIvision 


The Fiscal Division maintains all of the 
accounts and records pertaining to the finan- 
cial affairs of the Pan American Union and 
related activities. Detailed accounts of the 
funds maintained by the division appear in 
the report of the Treasurer.2 The various 
accounting units of the division record sep- 
arately transactions for the following funds: 
General and Working Capital Funds (ap- 
propriations) ; Revolving Fund (accommoda- 
tion purposes, philatelic, special, and trust 
funds); Technical Assistance Funds (for the 
three projects administered by the Pan 
American Union); Custodian’s Fund (ad- 
ministered by the Treasurer of the Pan 
American Union for the Program of Techni- 
cal Cooperation of the Oas) ; Rowe Memorial 
Benefit Fund (for welfare purposes); Leo S. 
Rowe Pan American Fund; and Pan Ameri- 
can Union Retirement and Pension Fund. 

Accounts pertaining to the Leo S. Rowe 
Pan American Fund appear in a separate 
report submitted by the Treasurer to the 
Committee on the Leo 8. Rowe Pan Amer- 
ican Fund. The annual report of the Pan 
American Union Retirement and Pension 
Fund, with financial statements, is rendered 
on a calendar year basis. Participants in the 
retirement and pension plan, in addition to 
the staff members of the Pan American 
Union, include those of the Inter-American 
Institute of Agricultural Sciences, the Inter- 
American Indian Institute, certain em- 
ployees of the Pan American Sanitary 
Bureau, and civilian employees of the Inter- 
American Defense Board. In this respect, 
the Fiscal Division also handles transactions 
pertaining to savings accounts and the 
processing of loans against personal credits. 


2 Pertinent sections of this report are printed on pp. 98-104. 
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All accounts pertaining to the aforemen- 
tioned funds are examined by independent 
auditors as well as the certification of their 
disposition. In addition to the work of the 
independent auditors, an internal audit office 
is maintained by the Treasurer to ensure 
accuracy in the work performed by the Fis- 
cal Division. 

The division is responsible for the adminis- 
tration and maintenance of financial 
_ accounts of the following projects of the Pro- 
gram of Technical Cooperation: Inter- 
American Training Center for Economic 
and Financial Statistics, Inter-American 
Housing Center, and Inter-American Rural 
Normal School. 

Administrative activities are concerned 
with maintaining liaison with the personnel, 
procurement, legal, and travel offices of the 
Pan American Union and obtaining their 
services for the projects. Monthly statements 
of the disbursements made by the centers in 
local currencies are audited in the Washing- 
ton office and separate reports are prepared 
covering center transactions in currency of 
the host country; center transactions trans- 
lated into United States dollars; and Wash- 
ington office transactions in United States 
dollars. Combined statements are then pre- 
pared for distribution to show all transac- 
tions of each project in United States dollars 
or their equivalent in other currencies at 
current free rates of exchange. 

As a service to the staff members of the 
Pan American Union, the division cashes 
checks, and sells postage stamps and coupon 
books for meals in the cafeteria. It also 
handles the collection of hospitalization dues, 
life insurance premiums, amounts due for 
gasoline and oil purchases, and the collec- 
tion of parking lot fees. 


GENERAL SERVICES DIVISION 


PROCUREMENT.—During 1955-56, the 


division, through its Property and Supply 
Section, issued 1,792 procurement orders 
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totalling $352,666.82. This figure comprised 
purchases of equipment, materials, and sery- 
ices required by member states of the Oas 
and their delegations, and operating units 
of the Pan American Union. In addition, 847 
orders for publications, periodicals, binding, 
and microfilming were processed for the 
Columbus Memorial Library. 

The Property and Supply Section arranged 
for the shipment to Latin America of items 
purchased for Technical Assistance Projects, 
the Inter-American Institute of Agricultural 
Sciences, and member governments. The 
dispatching of 493 shipments required de- 
livery of the items to the Pan American 
Union for checking, crating, and shipping to 
ports as well as clearing documentation and 
correspondence required by customs and 
shipping regulations. The section also proc- 
essed a total of 4,425 telegrams and cables. 

MESSENGER SERVICE.—The Message Cen- 
ter receives and distributes mail and other 
items to the offices of the Pan American 
Union, to delegations, and official agencies, 
During 1955-56, the Message Center re- 
ceived, recorded, and distributed 9,599 pieces 
of registered mail and received and distrib- 
uted 291,226 pieces of ordinary mail. A small 
hand operated duplicating machine was as- 
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signed to the Message Center on which 660 
different jobs were performed, delivering 
23,598 impressions. Automobile deliveries of 
mail and other items in the headquarters 
area totalled 11,148 and transportation was 
provided for the staff when required for the 
transaction of official business. The three 
vehicles operated by the Message Center 
travelled 25,555 miles on official business i 
the Washington area during the year. 
TRAVEL.—The division made arrange: 
ments for 486 field trips by staff members 
during the fiscal year, of which 170 were for 
personnel of the Technical Assistance Pr0- 
grams. A total expenditure of $157,429 was 
made for these trips. Arrangements for stall 
travel included checking travel requests fo! 
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authorization and information; obtaining 
time schedules and costs; planning itineraries 
and obtaining tickets and accommodations; 
and assisting in the preparation and original 
audit of expense accounts. 


CONTRACTS AND INSURANCES.—Contracts 
executed during 1955-56 dealt primarily with 
personal services of conference interpreters. 
Service contracts which were negotiated 
included: 10 interpreters for the Ninth Pan 
American Congress of Architects and the 
Fifth Session of the Fao Latin American 
Forestry Commission, in Caracas; 2 for the 
meeting of the Pan American Highway 
Congresses Technical Committee on Financ- 
ing, in Caracas; 6 for the Catholic Culture 
Conference, in Ciudad Trujillo; 21 for the 
Conference on ‘Conservation of Natural 
Resources: The Continental Shelf and Marine 
Waters”, in Ciudad Trujillo; 3 for the Sixth 
Inter-American Travel Congress and the 
Port and Harbor Conference, in San José; 
6 for the series of Cultural Conferences, in 
Lima; and 4 for the Eleventh Assembly of 
the Inter-American Commission of Women, 
in Ciudad Trujillo. 

Other contracts initiated and supervised 
by the division, in cooperation with the Divi- 
sion of Buildings and Grounds, comprised 
renegotiations for the janitorial maintenance 
of the Pan American Union Administration 
Building; arrangements with the Public 
Buildings Service of the General Services 
Administration of the United States for 
planning and designing an adequate air-con- 
ditioning system in the Main Building of 
the Pan American Union; and surveys and 
contractual arrangements necessitated by 
the remodeling of the Secretary General’s 
residence. 


{EcORDS SEecTION.—The Records Section 
continued with the installation of the new 
records system in the offices of the Pan 
American Union. It completed the physical 
transfer of old records to a central deposi- 
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tory. The section conducted instruction 
classes for records clerks, formulated pro- 
cedures for permanent retention and retire- 
ment of records, and converted 197 cubic 
feet of records space, representing 394,000 
individual records, from an active to an in- 
active status. 


OTHER ACTIVITIES.—Other activities of 
the division included the maintenance of all 
typewriters, miscellaneous office and dupli- 
cating equipment, and office furniture. In 
addition, the division inspected and main- 
tained all phones, lines, cables, and the cen- 
tral switchboard. Gasoline was distributed 
for the official vehicles of the Pan American 
Union as well as to those staff members de- 
siring it. The two publications of the division, 
the Pan American Union Telephone Direc- 
tory and the Administrative Bulletin, were 
prepared and issued. 

The division obtained 24 diplomatic 
clearances for customs and secured 57 sets of 
diplomatic license plates for members of 
delegations to the Oas. 


PUBLICATIONS PROMOTION AND 
CIRCULATION DIvISION 


The principal activities of the division are 
directed toward the promotion, sales, and 
distribution of the many publications of the 
Pan American Union; the coordination of the 
work of the offices and sales agencies which 
have been established in the Latin American 
republics; and rendering assistance to the 
Publications Committee of the Pan Ameri- 
can Union. The division handles all details 
relating to the circulation of publications, 
the invoicing of sales, the maintenance of 
inventory records, provides addressograph 
and mailing services for the Union, and acts 
as the secretariat for the Publications Com- 
mittee of the Council. 

Sales of publications continued to expand 
during 1955-56 and increased 21.93 per cent 
over last year. 

_ In May 1956, representatives of the divi- 
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sion visited Costa Rica, Cuba, the Domini- 
can Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Hon- 
duras, Nicaragua, Panama, and Puerto Rico 
to discuss with Pan American Union repre- 
sentatives and agents means for increasing 
sales of Pan American Union publications. 
These visits included meetings with govern- 
mental officials, authorities of educational 
institutions, chambers of commerce, news- 
papers, and radio and television stations and 
resulted in an increase of knowledge of Pan 
American Union publications and activities. 
With the opening of additional offices and 
agencies in Latin America, it is expected 
that descriptions of the publications and 
services of the Pan American Union will be 
more widely disseminated. 

At present there are 120 subscribers from 
public libraries, university libraries, and 
Pan American societies who have taken ad- 
vantage of the Depository Subscription to 
ensure their receiving copies of all Pan 
American Union publications. The division 
also continues to promote the distribution of 
films of the Pan American Union on a royalty 
basis. Income from this source amounted to 
$2,664.82 for this year compared to $1,502.07 
for the previous year. A bookshop, opened in 
January 1955 to facilitate the purchase of 
Pan American Union publications by visitors 
to the Union has stimulated sales. Total 
bookshop sales for 1955-56 amounted to 
$5,079, an increase of $3,465.01 over the 
previous year. 

The division participated in exhibits held 
during the year in Chicago, Philadelphia, 
Miami, Atlantic City, Mexico City, Cara- 
cas, Quito, Ciudad Trujillo, and Panama 
City. These exhibits are a means of bringing 
the publications and services of the Organiza- 
tion of American States and the Pan Ameri- 
can Union to the attention of educators and 
librarians from all over the world. Special 
kits containing catalogs and literature were 
given to delegates in attendance. Material 
of a similar nature is also sent to teachers and 
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civic groups in conjunction with study pro- 
grams. 

Several meetings of the Pan American 
Union Publications Committee were at- 
tended during the year to discuss policies 
with reference to the handling of Pan 
American Union publications. These meet- 
ings resulted in the establishment of certain 
policies and procedures which were repro- 
duced and distributed to the various offices, 
Several reports were prepared and submitted 
to the Publications Committee of the Coun- 
cil. 

Other activities in which the division en- 
gaged during the year are indicated below. 


Mail Section 


Promotion pieces mailed...... 469, 325 
Packages wrapped for mailing: 
In the United States........ 110, 665 
Outside the United States... 48 , 243 
Letters processed............. 189, 109 
Addressograph Section 
Pieces assembled.............. 1, 435, 908 
Pieces mailed................. 1,865, 240 
Pieces addressed.............. 1,806, 145 
Plates processed.............. 34, 138 
Stockroom 
Copies accessioned............ 931, 571 
Copies issued................. 1,314,621 


PRINTING DIVISION 
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The number of orders for printing placed 
by the various departments and offices dur- 
ing the year and processed through the 
facilities of the division were the following: 


Office of the Secretary General (Office of 
Public Relations).................... 105 
Department of Economic and Social Af- 
UMS ony, cae rec ia tee, es ste aim ee sagen ese 236 
Department of International Law....... 103 
Department of Cultural Affairs......... 345 
Department of Administrative Affairs.... 102 


ME OEIC. co sho 5 uss ence ever ae 891 


The number of printing orders for this 
year represents an approximate increase i 


6 per cent over last year’s figure. Ordersff 


processed included the “American Nations” 
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series; English and Spanish material for 
Pan American Day; ‘‘Visit”’ series; Spanish, 
English, Portuguese, and French issues of 
Annals of the Organization of American States; 
several numbers of the Boletin de Musica y 
Artes Visuales; periodicals such as Revista 
Interamericana de Bubliografia, Ciencias 
Sociales, and Ciencia y Tecnologia; and the 
Catalogue of PAU Publications 1956-1957. 

Other work performed during the year 
included the preparation of various maps and 
charts by the technicians of the division for 
reproduction in booklets and other publica- 
tions of the Pan American Union. 


DupticaTING DIVISION 


The volume of work performed during the 
fiscal year by the Duplicating Division is 
described below. 


Number of jobs handled......... 4,905 
Mimeograph stencils printed. .... 23,740 
Mimeograph impressions......... 5,039, 246 
Multigraph lines of type set...... 317 
Multigraph impressions. ......... 58,325 
Direct offset plates printed....... 19,091 
Photolitho negatives made....... 8,685 
Photolitho plates made.......... 3,333 


Litho impressions................ 11,690,072 
Colitho impressions.............. 8,196,318 


The major portion of all promotional ma- 
terial for the magazine Américas was printed 
in the division. All the publications for Pan 
American Day, consisting of 100,000 copies 
of each item, were also printed by the divi- 
sion. 

In addition toe performing regular duplicat- 
ng services, the division is responsible for the 
assembly, cutting, stitching, folding, and 
binding of each job as well as for making 
inal billing on labor and material used. The 
division also keeps an active file of stencils 
and negatives for internal printing purposes. 


Division OF BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 


Repainting during the year included all 
the rooms in the Américas Building; 19 
ooms and the hallways of the Administra- 
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tion Building, as well as the cafeteria and 
the kitchen; and the Reception Room of the 
Main Building. Other improvements in- 
cluded refinishing the floors in the Delegates’ 
Lounge, the Secretary General’s Office and 
the Hall of the Americas; remodeling work in 
the Secretary General’s residence; and the 
building of a partitioned section in the base- 
ment of the Main Building for the Library. 
A new air-conditioning machine was installed 
in the basement of the Main Building and 
the sound studio was completely rebuilt for 
the radio laboratory. 

Four hundred and ninety seven crates and 
boxes were constructed for outgoing ship- 
ments of the Pan American Union. In co- 
operation with the Visual Arts Section, 19 
special displays were made, painted, and 
crated for shipment. 

The division handled all the physical ar- 
rangements for the 200 special events and 
exhibits held at the Pan American Union 
during the year. It also arranged for the 
showing of 72 motion pictures and the seat- 
ing of their audiences. 

The cleaning of the Administration and 
Américas Buildings was handled by outside 
contract, as in the previous year, while the 
cleaning of the Main Building continued to 
be done by the division. The gardening staff 
attended to the maintenance of the grounds, 
shrubbery, flower beds, and patios. 


Office of Public Relations 


The Office of Public Relations is responsi- 
ble for publicizing the work of the Organiza- 
tion of American States through the press, 
radio, television, motion pictures, and photo- 
graphic services, and for maintaining co- 
operative relations with editors, reporters, 
and correspondents of newspapers and maga- 
zines, and with other agencies in the field of 
public relations. 

During the period covered by this report 
the office discharged its duties by direct and 
indirect methods. In the first instance it 
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carried out specific projects of its own initia- 
tion. In the second instance it cooperated in 
inter-American activities initiated by gov- 
ernment and private organizations of the 
member states. 


Pan AMERICAN Day AND PAN 
AMERICAN WEEK 


In 1956, for the second time, the office was 
given responsibility for the entire program 
of Pan American Day and Pan American 
Week, including the preparation of material 
for distribution to all America. When the 
material was being prepared, the various 
institutions that were to use it and the ex- 
tent of their familiarity with the Organiza- 
tion of American States and its member 
countries were kept in mind. For the most 
part, the material consisted of educational 
pamphlets that were distributed to schools, 
colleges, universities, civic and social centers, 
religious groups, and workers in commerce 
and industry. The demand for these pam- 
phlets has increased to such an extent that, 
although the number published has been 
tripled in recent years, the amount published 
is still insufficient. The total distribution for 
this year was 100,000 sets in Spanish; 100,000 
in English; and 30,000 in Portuguese. 

The office launched an information cam- 
paign to point out the importance of this 
traditional date (April 14) in inter-American 
history and to impress its meaning upon 
the people of the Hemisphere. As a result of 
the campaign, commemorative programs of 
every kind were held. The Pan American 
Union received requests for Pan American 
Day material not only from America, but 
from European and Asiatic countries. 

To celebrate Coffee Day, held during Pan 
American Week, a special program was held 
at the Pan American Union. The office co- 
operated with the Pan American Coffee 
Bureau in all the details of this event and 
made the necessary arrangements to ensure 
its success. 
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In cooperation with the United States 
groups sponsoring the celebration of Colum. 
bus Day (October 12), the office took part in 
the organization and carrying out of Colum. 
bus Day activities. 


MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL OF THE (js 
AND THE CHIEFS OF STATE OF THE AMERI- 
CAN REPUBLICS, IN PANAMA 


The office assisted in the publicity work 
for these meetings in Panama in com. 
memoration of the Bolivarian Congress of 
1826. The press releases, with historical in- 
formation, which were distributed in the 
various languages to the press of the Ameri- 
can countries, and subsequently supple. 
mented by radio and television interviews 
and special articles, made the great impor. 
tance of these meetings apparent and awak- 
ened interest in the Organization of 
American States and its work. 


INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE 


The office has cooperated for some time 
with the National Planning Association oi 
Washington and with a group of well-known 
figures in the United States and Latin Amer- 
ica for the establishment of an Inter-Ameri- 
can Committee to study the problems affect- 
ing the economic progress and trade o 
America. On the basis of these studies, the 
committee will make recommendations to 
public and private organizations for the 
solution of such problems. As one of its ac- 
tivities, the committee plans to launch al 
extensive publicity campaign throughout 
the Hemisphere for the purpose of acquaint- 
ing the people of the United States with 
Latin America and acquainting Latin Amer- 
cans with the United States. 
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Motion Picture ACTIVITIES 


Under the title “The OAS in Action”, 4 
141g minute motion picture was filmed in 
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color to acquaint its audience with the most 
important activities of the Organization of 
American States in the cultural, economic, 
and social fields and the activities of the 
Pan American Union, its Secretariat. The 
English version of the film is the only one 
that has been distributed up to now. It was 
warmly received by the United States pub- 
lic, especially by teachers and students. Be- 
cause there was no provision in the budget 
for a Spanish version of the film, the office 
has not been able to produce one. It is con- 
fident, however, that future arrangements 
will be made to achieve this goal. 

Various short films on important phases of 
the Organization of American States were 
filmed, with the cooperation and under the 
auspices of the office, for use by television 
stations in the United States. The Voice of 
America made a series of 22 shorts in Eng- 
lish and Spanish for its public in the Hemi- 
sphere. These shorts have been shown in 
several of the Latin American countries that 
have television stations at the present time. 


Press SECTION 


During the past year, the Press Section 
initiated several new projects designed to 
make its press coverage more effective. 

The following improvements were noted 
throughout the year: (1) increased coverage 
in the newspapers of the Hemisphere, es- 
pecially in the United States; (2) greater 
coverage of the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council and the work of the de- 
partments of the Pan American Union; (3) 
increased magazine coverage; (4) publica- 
tion of a weekly English news bulletin for 
newspapers in the United States; (5) an 
increase in the number of newspapers re- 
ceiving Press Section releases and publica- 
tions; (6) a greater utilization of Press Sec- 
tion photographs; (7) the preparation and 
distribution of press kits in English, Spanish, 
and Portuguese in advance of important 
events to serve as background material for 
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newspapers; and (8) the distribution of 
photographic mats to be used to illustrate 
articles on these events. 

To reach the readers of the Hemisphere, 
the Press Section utilized the following 
means of communication: direct mail for its 
publications and releases sent to newspapers 
and magazines, and the wire services for 
news sent by radio and teletype to the Ameri- 
cas. 

The basic publications of the Press Sec- 
tion during the past year are discussed below. 


Carta AfrEA—This publication, in 
Spanish and Portuguese editions, has six 
articles in each issue and is sent twice a 
month to newspapers and magazines in 
Latin America. It has been well received by 
the press of the Hemisphere. As a result of 
increased demand the circulation of the 
Spanish Carta Aérea was raised to 900 
during the year. The Portuguese edition is 
sent to 200 newspapers in Brazil. 


NEWS BULLETINS.—As a supplement to 
Carta Aérea the section publishes a weekly 
Spanish bulletin with spot news items about 
the Organization, the Pan American Union, 
and the specialized agencies. It is reprinted 
either in full or in part by newspapers in 
Latin America and the United States. 
Several Spanish-language newspapers in the 
United States carry the bulletin as a regular 
feature. The bulletin is circulated to 220 
newspapers. 

In October 1955 the Press Section began 
the publication of a news bulletin in English 
for the United States. This bulletin, which 
differs in style and content from its Spanish- 
language equivalent, has quickly gained 
acceptance. Its circulation is now 2,200. 


Know THE Americas.—The English- 
language feature publication of the Press 
Section is well regarded by United States 
newspapers, the wire services, magazines, 
libraries, and business and financial institu- 
tions as a source of information about cul- 
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tural and economic trends in the Americas. 
Know the Americas appears bimonthly and 
has a circulation of 2,200. 


OTHER ACTIVITIES.—In addition to the 
regular publications of the Press Section, 
special articles on cultural, economic, and 
social affairs were sent to the principal 
English, Spanish, and Portuguese news- 
papers and magazines. These articles, writ- 
ten by the staff of the Press Section or by 
specialists of the Pan American Union, re- 
flected the basic activities of the Organiza- 
tion and of the specialized conferences. 

In preparation for the election of a new 
Secretary General, Pan American Week, the 
Commemorative Meeting in Panama, and 
other important events, the Press Section 
prepared background kits for distribution to 
all newspapers and magazines on its mail- 
ing lists. When budgetary considerations 
permitted mats of photographs accompanied 
the background kits. 

Through direct contact with leading finan- 
cial newspapers such as the Wall Street 
Journal and Journal of Commerce, of the 
United States, the trade magazines, and the 
wire services, the Press Section increased 
coverage of the activities of the Inter-Ameri- 
can Economic and Social Council and its 
committees. Also, news and picture maga- 
zines increased their coverage of the work of 
the Organization. 

Photographs of the activities of the Or- 
ganization and the Pan American Union 
were taken each week. The outlets for these 
photographs were carefully chosen and 
included English-language newspapers in the 
United States, Spanish-language newspapers 
in the United States, and the larger news- 
papers (with facilities for reproducing photo- 
graphs) in the other member countries. Also, 
the Press Section furnished photographs to 
the wire services, to be sent to their clients 
in Latin America by telephoto transmission. 
In addition, the section supplied the United 
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States Information Agency with photographs 
for distribution through that agency’s chan. 
nels. All photographs carried a caption in the 
appropriate language and the Pav credit 
symbol. Between 100 and 150 photographs 
were sent each week. 

The Press Section covered all meetings of 
the Council of the Organization and the 
Inter-American Economic and Social Coun. 
cil and briefed the representatives of the 
wire services and the individual newspapers 
on the decisions reached at these meetings, 
It also acted as a source of information for 
answering the queries of newspapermen 
about the Organization. 

Other activities of the Press Section during 
the year included the preparation and dis. 
tribution of special bulletins and press re. 
leases on important news events, the holdingf?!8"a™ 
of press conferences, releases of speeches,§°S' PE 
and publicity for cultural events of the Pap 4!! ¢ 
American Union, such as concerts and artpeached 
exhibits. are give 
terviews 
cussions. 
terest. to 
he activ 

he n 
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RADIO AND TELEVISION SECTION 


The Radio and Television Section in- 
creased the number of its Spanish and Eng- 
lish programs for United States listeners. 
The section also started a series of weekly 
programs to Latin American countries and ration | 


continued its short-wave broadcasts, totaling the spot 
72 weekly programs, over the Voice op* 
pUnited § 





America, WRUL of Boston, and kGEI of 
Stanford, California. In addition, a_ local 
television program was broadcast over 
station wMAL of Washington, D. C., for 2 
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There were 294 coast-to-coast programs cated to 
broadcast, covering 87 of the 106 principalg'™, 1s | 
cities of the United States and 121 of itspeHering i 
168 metropolitan areas. In Latin America Becaus 
the programs of the Pan American Union ion is sm 
were heard in 17 of the 20 capitals and onfunning ‘ 
many secondary networks of the various§spects of 
countries. The 500 networks of North an(fftion to ¢ 








South America that are cooperating with the 
section have a potential audience of more 
than 100,000,000. 

Concerts held in the Hall of the Americas 
were recorded by stations waMs and wAsH 
of Washington, D. C. These concerts pro- 
vided a total of 17 radio programs, each of 
which included an introduction, comments, 
and a brief interview with the artist. 

Tape recordings were made of all special 
events and ceremonies held by the Council. 
These were sent to Latin America, either 
directly or through the Voice of America 
and WRUL. 
Neither the radio chains nor the in- 
dependent networks make any charge for 
the time they furnish for the section’s pro- 
grams. If it were necessary to pay for these 
programs at the current rate, they would 
cost approximately $1,200,000. 
All corners of the Americas are now 
reached by programs of the section. Listeners 
are given an opportunity to hear news, in- 
terviews, music, concerts, round-table dis- 
cussions, and general commentaries of in- 
terest to all American countries, relating to 
the activities of the Oas. 
ett The many broadcasting stations now co- 
muita operating with the section aided in the cele- 
ioe fe bration of Pan American Week. Instead of 
totaling the spot announcements that were sent last 
‘oice of Per to each of the 5,000 stations in the 
can ia United States, a series of commemorative 
jpPtograms, which were heard in the 21 Ameri- 
can republics, were given during those seven 
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A series of special programs, to be dedi- 
rogram cated to each of the American republics in 
rincipalf’™™n, is being prepared for the purpose of 
1 of itspolering it to each of the national networks. 
merica! Because the television budget of the sec- 
- Unionfftion is small, a series of spot announcements, 
and ougunning 20 or 30 seconds each, on various 
variouspespects of the Oas is being planned. In addi- 
rth andftion to costing less to prepare, these spot 
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announcements will be more acceptable to 
the television stations, as many of the sta- 
tions are in somewhat straitened financial 
circumstances at present and unable to give 
much free time. 


SPECIAL SERVICES SECTION 


The work of the Special Services Section is 
largely contingent upon the activities of the 
Council and the Office of the Secretary Gen- 
eral. During the past year the section ar- 
ranged, or helped to arrange, 92 social events; 
sent some 75,000 invitations or announce- 
ments in connection with these events, 
and 25,000 admission tickets. The events 
were mainly concerts, exhibits, receptions, 
luncheons, motion picture showings, lectures, 
and meetings of various kinds. 

The section also compiled and prepared 
four issues of the OAS Directory, of which 
8,000 copies are distributed. Each issue con- 
tains approximately 1,900 items, including 
the names, addresses, telephone numbers, 
and office hours of the delegations. 


AMERICAS 


-—~- - 


In the year 1955-56, the eighth year of 
publication, Américas passed the 50,000 
paid circulation figure. When the new Secre- 
tary General took office, the magazine staff 
prepared a thorough report, complete with 
index, tables, and graphs, on its first seven 
years of publication. This was designed as a 
ready reference for anyone wishing facts 
about Américas’ (1) purpose; (2) editorial 
history; (3) circulation growth; (4) receipts 
and expenditures; and (5) as an analysis of 
whether Américas is fulfilling its purpose. 

The magazine published two special issues 
during the year: the annual travel issue and 
the issue commemorating the 1826 Congress 
of Panama. This last was distributed in 
advance to delegates who attended the meet- 
ing in Panama (July 1956). 

Some of the articles published during the 
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year were: a report on trade in the Western 
Hemisphere (by Henry F’. Holland, Assistant 
Secretary of State of the United States); 
industrialization in Mexico (by Antonio 
Carrillo Flores, Mexican Secretary of the 
Treasury) ; the world-wide campaign against 
malaria, the Oas up-to-date, a housing co- 
operative in Ecuador, the Rowe Fund, and 
a survey of cerebral palsy in the Hemisphere 
(all staff-written). 


GENERAL PUBLICATIONS SECTION 


As in previous years the work of this sec- 
tion fell into the following main categories: 
(1) production of ‘General Publications” for 
sale to the public; (2) production of material 
on the Organization, distributed free; and 
(3) participation in specific public relations 
projects. 

As part of its major responsibility for 
revising and periodically rewriting the 20 
booklets in the ‘‘American Nations” series, 
the section prepared completely new edi- 
tions of Guatemala, Nicaragua, and Chile 
(the old ones being entirely out of date) and 
revised more recent editions of Brazil and 
Mexico. Two new titles were added to the 
“Commodity” series (also prepared by the 
section): Bananas and Forest Products. A 
new and enlarged text was prepared to re- 
place The Americas: A Panoramic View; 
and also new material for Pan America in 
Poster Stamps. 

For Pan American Day the following four 
publications were prepared: (1) Pan Ameri- 
canism at Work; (2) How to Celebrate Pan 
American Day; (3) Introduction to the Twenty 
Latin American Nations (Bosquejos de las 
Repiblicas de la OFA); and (4) Photo Flashes 
of the 21 American Republics, including tables 
of the latest statistics on each country. 

Public relations projects in which one 
member of the staff participated were: (1) 
a nine-week, half-hour television program 
presented over station wMAL; (2) the Chicago 
convention of the National Association of 
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Radio and Television Broadcasters; (3) 
several tape recordings of special radio pro- 
grams and an ABC coast-to-coast program; 
and (4) a speech to wives of officers at the 
Army-Navy Country Club on the purposes 
and activities of the Oas. 


Group Liaison SECTION 


Publications completed by this section 
included the revision of the Organization of 
American States handbook, a directory of 
Pan American groups, Pan American So- 
cieties in the United States, a List, with sup. 
plementary lists of other organizations 
interested in inter-American affairs, in addi- 
tion to the monthly newsletter of Pan Ameri- 
can activities Pan American Union Briefs, 
Also, mailing lists were reviewed. 

New contacts were established for future 
cooperation with the following organizations: 
Foreign Policy Association, with affiliated 
local World Affairs Councils; National 
Federation of Catholic College Students; 
National Catholic Youth Council; Young 
Adult Council of the National Social Wel- 
fare Assembly; National Congress of Parents 
and Teachers (through the Council of 
National Organizations); Young Women’s 
Christian Association; and League of Women 
Voters. Collaboration was begun with the 
National Federation of Business and Pro- 
fessional Women’s Clubs, and its National 
Committee on Pan American Friendship. 
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Cooperation continued with the American 


Legion Auxiliary, the General Federation of 


Women’s Clubs, the National Council of 
Catholic Women, and Pan American s0- 
cieties of the United States. 

The Section cooperated with the Cincir- 
nati (Ohio) Council on World Affairs in 
planning a two-day institute on Pan Amer: 
can affairs in that city. 

A field trip to California afforded the Chief 
of the Section the opportunity to serve 4: 
consultant to an educational institute spon- 
sored by the National Council of Catholic 
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Women at Notre Dame College, Belmont, 
California, and to confer with officials of 
seven Pan American societies, as well as with 
International Hospitality Centers and World 
Affairs Councils and Chambers of Com- 
merce. 

Also, she attended, as a consultant, the 
United States Assembly of Youth at Oberlin 
College, Oberlin, Ohio, and made contacts 
with youth leaders and young people in 
national organizations of students, religious, 
farm, and employed groups, representing a 
broad cross-section of young people in- 
terested in international affairs. This trip 
also included a visit to Cleveland and meet- 
ing With a Spanish-conversational group of 
business and professional people in that city, 
and contacts with World Affairs Council 
and Chamber of Commerce officials. 

The Section Chief participated in the an- 
nual meeting of the Council of National 
Organizations (Adult Education Association) 
and was elected to its Nominating Commit- 
tee. She also represented the Pan American 
Union at the following meetings: Awards 
dinner at the annual meeting of the Foreign 
Policy Association and its World Affairs 
Council; Institute on Latin American Migra- 
tory Problems, sponsored by the Institute 
of Ibero-American Studies, The Catholic 
University of America; National Study Con- 
ference of Association for Childhood Educa- 
tion International; Educational Conference 
of the United Automobile Workers Interna- 





tional; D.C. Federation of Business and 
Professional Women’s Clubs—awards lunch- 
eon; Annual Meeting of D.C. Young Wo- 
men’s Christian Association; National Board 
reception for women in government given 
by the Federation of Business and Profes- 
sonal Women’s Clubs; and Reception for 
vomen in Congress, given by the President 
and Board of National Council of Negro 
Women. 

In collaboration with the Pav’s Division 
of Education, Columbus Memorial Library, 
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and Division of Labor and Social Affairs, 
the Group Liaison Section arranged special 
programs and briefing sessions for a num- 
ber of conferences and meetings. 

In connection with special events of Pan 
American Week, the Group Liaison Sec- 
tion arranged for attendance of local and 
nearby Pan American societies and student 
foreign-language clubs at one of the Pan 
American Union’s concerts of Music of the 
Americas, and for a special showing of the 
Oas film to representatives of national and 
local organizations and visual education 
specialists. 

In the field of miscellaneous services, the 
section supplied data on Pan American 
programs in secondary schools for an article 
compiled by Dr. Leonard Kenworthy 
(Brooklyn College, New York) on Co-cur- 
ricular Activities and International Under- 
standing for The Bulletin of the National 
Association of Secondary-school Principals 
(National Education Association). A mem- 
orandum on women’s organizations in 
Latin America was prepared in response to 
an inquiry from the office of a United States 
Congressman and was subsequently mimeo- 
graphed for more general distribution as 
requested. In response to a specific demand 
on the part of delegates to the conference 
of the Association for Childhood Education, 
a guide to services of the Pan American 
Union was compiled and reproduced for 
distribution. 


Office of Statistics 

Activities during the fiscal year 1955-56 
were centered principally around the con- 
tinuation of work in statistical organization, 
statistical education and science, demo- 
graphic and health, social, labor, agricul- 
tural, industrial, transportation, and inter- 
national trade statistics. Activities in the 
census field, particularly in connection with 
the Program of the 1960 Census of America, 
were initiated. The quarterly journal, 
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Estadistica was published regularly and 
requests for statistical data, materials and 
methods were filled. 

Progress was made in the field of statistical 
organization and steps were taken to broaden 
the degree of coordination with the Central 
American countries and Panama, the United 
Nations, and the Economic Commission for 
Latin America in matters related to statisti- 
cal integration in Central America. 

Concerning the field of statistical educa- 
tion, the activities of the second and last 
academic year of the Central American 
Course in Statistics (CcFE) were terminated 
in February 1956, bringing the total of 
graduates to 57 out of a total of 67 students. 
In compliance with the recommendation of 
the Third Inter-American Statistical Con- 
ference to the effect that similar courses be 
established in other geographic areas, 
negotiations were initiated for the transfer 
of the Ccrs to San José, Costa Rica, begin- 
ning in the first half of 1957. An agreement 
was also signed with the Government of the 
Dominican Republic for the installation of 
the Caribbean Statistical Training Center 
in Ciudad Trujillo in the last quarter of 1956. 
The following translations from the original 
English texts were published as a part of the 
Inter-American Textbook Series on Theoreti- 
cal and Applied Statistics: Introduccién 
ala Estadtstica Matemdtica by Paul G. Hoel; 
Lecciones sobre Ciclos Econémicos y Renta 
Nacional by Alvin H. Hansen and Richard 
V. Clemence; and Estadistica para Socidlogos 
by Margaret Jarman Hagood and Daniel 
O. Price. 

Two pilot projects—one on a system of 
demographic statistics in Venezuela and the 
other on a system of hospital statistics in 
Guatemala—were in their final stages at 
the close of the fiscal year. Reports on the 
results obtained will be distributed to the 
American countries and should serve as 
bases for future recommendations of an 
inter-American character on these subjects. 





Work in the field of social and labor sta. 
tistics was limited to consultation on the 
studies on family living conditions presently 
being undertaken in Costa Rica and Pan. 
ama which will be used as a basis for the 
determination of the salaries of the em. 
ployees of the banana companies. 

In relation to agricultural statistics, col- 
laboration was extended to the Food and 
Agricultural Organization of the United 
Nations (Fao) in the preparation of the 
Draft Program of the 1960 World Census of 
Agriculture. Also, by an understanding 
reached with the secretariat of the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council,f\yvas mad 
statistical consultation services were ex-Eeonsultat 
tended to the Special Committee on Bananas{fthe “D 
created by that Council. The office partic-Btions” fc 
ipated in the technical mission that visitedffof the U 
the banana-producing countries for the Populatic 
purpose of undertaking a study on theffihe Cens 
banana industry of Latin America. mittee or 

A survey was conducted on the programsf{ties) at i 
in industrial statistics of nine Latin Ameri-fton, D.C 
can countries including matters related tofthe analy 
current industrial statistics, systems olfyations wv 
industrial classification, index numbers off('X Stati 
industrial production, and industrial cen- 
suses and industrial directories. Experi- 
mental work was done in connection with 
the proposed publication of a Spanish coding 
manual for the application of the Interna-f J) ace 
tional Standard Industrial Classification offic), ey a 
All Economic Activities. | iran spec 

In relation to transportation statistics, afi, spec 
plan of coordination was developed withh cific a: 
the Inter-American Economic and Social tion, whe 
Council for the preparation of a program olf,,,4; ai 
maritime transportation statistics for the enatidbet: 
American nations. In the development o os Seal 
the plan, a preliminary inquiry was COMB), \hen 
ducted for the purpose of identifying thf. iders 
offices in charge of these statistics in thfritiative 
American countries and of obtaining infor- 
mation on the kind of data they process. 

An inquiry was also conducted for the 
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purpose of ascertaining the bases used in the 
American nations for the determination of 
(ir values in international trade statistics, 
the results of which were transmitted to 
interested countries and the United Nations. 
Preparatory work was done on the methods 
to be used to identify the causes of existing 
discrepancies in the statistical data on 
reciprocal trade of Costa Rica and Panama 
for guidance of these countries. The project 
on foreign trade statistical compilation was 
continued. 

The Program of the 1960 Census of Amer- 
ica Was begun during this year. A summary 
was made of the results of the preliminary 
consultation with the American countries on 
the “Draft International Recommenda- 
tions’ formulated by the Statistical Office 
of the United Nations for the 1960 World 
Population Census which was considered by 
the Census Subcommittee of Corns (Com- 
mittee on Improvement of National Statis- 
ties) at its Second Session held in Washing- 
ton, D.C., January-February 1956. From 
the analysis of this summary resulted obser- 
vations which were later transmitted to the 
UN Statistical Office as the regional point 














In accordance with Article 93 of the 
Charter of the Organization, the inter-Amer- 
ican specialized conferences meet to deal 
with special technical matters or to develop 
specific aspects of inter-American coopera- 
tion, when it is so decided by the Inter- 
American Conference or the Meeting of 
onsultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, 
then inter-American agreements so provide, 
or when the Council of the Organization 
considers it necessary, either on its own 
initiative or at the request of one of its 
organs or of one of the specialized organiza- 
ions, 

The following list covers only technical 
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of view. Besides the participation, previously 
mentioned, in the preparation of the draft 
program of the 1960 World Census of Agri- 
culture of Fao, the bases and calendar for 
the conduct of the regional consultation on 
this program were established in consulta- 
tion with that Organization. 

In addition to Estadistica with its four 
supplements to the September—December 
1955 issue containing the results of the 
June 1955 statistical meetings, the new 
translations in the Inter-American Textbook 
Series on Theoretical and Applied Statistics, 
the following were the principal publications 
issued: Costo de la Vida y Materias Afines: 
Insta de Referencias Bibliograficas Escogidas 
sobre Trabajos Metodolégicos; and Inter- 
national Statistical Standards: An Annotated 
Bibliography of the Statistical Recommenda- 
tions of International Conferences, Meetings, 
and Agencies (revised edition). 

Other regular functions, including direct 
consultation with national statistical offices, 
statistical aid to other offices of the Pan 
American Union, and training of Latin 
American statisticians in the Office of Sta- 
tistics, were carried on. 


Vill 
SPECIALIZED CONFERENCES AND OTHER INTER-AMERICAN MEETINGS 


-—- - 


meetings held during 1955-56 and open to 
participation by all member states of the 
Organization, including several which were 
primarily inter-American in character and 
whose programs followed closely that of the 
Organization. In this chronological list, the 
names of the inter-American specialized 
conferences are indicated by an asterisk. 


The list is followed by summaries of the 
various meetings whose results have been 
reported to the General Secretariat. These 
summaries are grouped under the headings 


“Inter-American specialized conferences’ 


and ‘Other inter-American meetings”’. 


1, Annual Meeting of the Directing Council of 








10. 


a1 


*12. 


13. 


*14. 


15. 


af WE 


18. 
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the American International Institute for the 
Protection of Childhood (Montevideo, Uru- 
guay, July 25-31, 1955) 


. Sixth Session of the United Nations Economic 


Commission for Latin America (Bogotd, Co- 
lombia, August 29-September 16, 1955) 


. Eighth Meeting of the Directing Council of 


the Pan American Sanitary Organization 
(Washington, D. C., September 9-21, 1955) 


. Ninth Pan American Congress of Architects 


(Caracas, Venezuela, September 19-28, 1955) 


. Fifth Session of the rao Latin American 


Forestry Commission (Caracas, Venezuela, 
October 4-15, 1955) 


. Seventh Congress of the Postal Union of the 


Americas and Spain (Bogoté, Colombia, 
October 12-November 9, 1955) 


. Seventh Meeting of the Permanent Inter- 


American Committee on Social Security 
(Mexico, D.F., November 27-December 5, 
1955) 


. American Regional Technical Meeting on 


Cooperatives (Mexico, D.F., December 7-17, 
1955) 


. Unesco Conference on the University Teach- 


ing of Social Sciences in South America (Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil, March 5-14, 1956) 

Third Meeting of the Inter-American Council 
of Jurists (Mexico, D.F., January 17-Febru- 
ary 4, 1956) 

First Meeting of the Technical Advisory 
Council of the Inter-American Institute of 
Agricultural Sciences (Turrialba, Costa Rica, 
March 8-11, 1956) 

Inter-American Specialized Conference on 
“Conservation of Natural Resources: The 
Continental Shelf and Marine Waters”’ (Ciu- 
dad Trujillo, Dominican Republic, March 
15-28, 1956) 

Third Icao Caribbean Regional Air Naviga- 
tion Meeting (Ciudad Trujillo, Dominican 
Republic, April 3-24, 1956) 

Sixth Inter-American Travel Congress (San 
José, Costa Rica, April 14-21, 1956) 
Unesco Conference on the Cultural Integra- 
tion of Immigrants (Havana, Cuba, April 
18-27, 1956) 


. Unesco Regional Conference on Free and 


Compulsory Education in Latin America 
(Lima, Peru, April 23-May 5, 1956) 

Inter-American Port and Harbor Conference 
(San José, Costa Rica, April 25-May 3, 1956) 
First Meeting of the Directing Council of the 
Pan American Institute of Geography and 
History (Mexico, D.F., May 28-June 2, 1956) 








*19. Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers subn 
of Education (Lima, Peru, May 3-9, 1956) outs! 
20. Second Meeting of the Inter-American Cul. a dey 
tural Council (Lima, Peru, May 3-12, 1956)f| wher 
21. Eleventh Assembly of the Inter-Americapf  2dmi 
Commission of Women (Ciudad Trujillo,f soure 
Dominican Republic, June 1-21, 1956) exclu 
its Jl 
Inter-American specialized conferences 2. 
state 
CONFERENCE ON THE CONTINENTAL SHELFE jurid 
AND MARINE WATERS said 
This conference, convoked by the Council = 
of the Oas in compliance with Resolutionf \yater 
LXxxIv of the Tenth Inter-American Con- 3. ( 
ference, was held in Ciudad Trujillo, Domin-— = =™ost 
ican Republic, from March 15 to 28, 1956,—  S'S* 
: A the hi 
All of the American republics except mais 
Bolivia sent delegations. Observers were 4, ( 
present from France, Norway, the Nether-§ _ living 
lands, the United Kingdom, the Pan Ameri-f = 2chiev 
can Institute of Geography and History,f “7°! 
: : ae resoul 
and the Inter-American Tropical ‘Tuna 5. I 
Commission. specia 
Among the five resolutions approved, oi of the 
particular significance was the first, thef cent t 
“Resolution of Ciudad Trujillo”, which Hi 
reads as follows: “ahs 
The Inter-American Specialized Conference on} specia 
“Conservation of Natural Resources: The Conti-§ how t 
nental Shelf and Marine Waters’’, such 
CONSIDERING: invoke 
That the Council of the Organization of Ameri-§ uating 
can States, in fulfillment of Resolution Lxxxiv (Pe 's 
of the Tenth Inter-American Conference held inf among 
Caracas in March 1954, convoked this Inter-Ameri-§ ence w 
can Specialized Conference ‘for the purpose oif torial s 
studying as a whole the different aspects of the 
juridical and economic system governing the sub- 
marine shelf, oceanic waters, and their natural Therefor 
resources in the light of present-day scientificg?Mon cor 


knowledge”’; and participatin 


That the Conference has carried out the con- _ has n 

prehensive study that was assigned to it, ‘ECOMMENI 

That the 

—I— rith the co 

RESOLVES: i paragrap 

To submit for consideration by the Americaljfew to rea 
states the following conclusions: 

. Another 


1. The sea-bed and subsoil of the continental ; 
shelf, continental and insular terrace, or othe ith the es 
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submarine areas, adjacent to the coastal state, 
outside the area of the territorial sea, and to 
a depth of 200 meters or, beyond that limit, to 
where the depth of the superjacent waters 
admits of the exploitation of the natural re- 
sources of the sea-bed and subsoil, appertain 
exclusively to that state and are subject to 
its jurisdiction and control. 

2. Agreement does not exist among the 
states here represented with respect to the 
juridical régime of the waters which cover the 
said submarine areas, nor with respect to the 
problem of whether certain living resources 
belong to the sea-bed or to the superjacent 
waters. 

3. Cooperation among states is of the ut- 
most desirability to achieve the optimum 
sustainable yield of the living resources of 
the high seas, bearing in mind the continued 
productivity of all species. 

4, Cooperation in the conservation of the 
living resources of the high seas may be 
achieved most effectively through agreements 
among the states directly interested in such 
resources. 

5. In any event, the coastal state has a 
special interest in the continued productivity 
of the living resources of the high seas adja- 
cent to its territorial sea. 

6. Agreement does not exist among the 
states represented at this Conference either 
with respect to the nature and scope of the 
special interest of the coastal state, or as to 
how the economic and social factors which 
such state or other interested states may 
invoke should be taken into account in eval- 
uating the purposes of conservation programs. 

7. There exists a diversity of positions 
among the states represented at this Confer- 
ence with respect to the breadth of the terri- 
torial sea. 


Therefore, this Conference does not express an 


opinion concerning the positions of the various 
participating states on the matters on which agree- 
ment has not been reached; and 

RECOMMENDS: 


That the American states continue diligently 


ith the consideration of the matters referred to 
lt paragraphs 2, 6, and 7 of this resolution with a 
ew to reaching adequate solutions. 


Another resolution deserving note dealt 


or othemith the establishment of an Inter-American 
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Oceanographic Institute devoted to scien- 
tific research, the Council of the Oas was 
requested to continue to study the matter. 


SrxtH INTER-AMERICAN TRAVEL CONGRESS 
The Sixth Inter-American Travel Con- 
gress met in San José, Costa Rica, April 14- 
21, 1956, in accordance with a resolution 
of the Fifth Congress (Panama, 1954) and 
the Organization Plan of the Inter-American 
Travel Congresses, approved by the Council 
of the Oas. The agenda and regulations were 
drawn up by the Permanent Executive 
Committee and approved by the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council. 

All the American nations except Canada, 
Paraguay, and Venezuela were represented. 
In addition to the Organization of American 
States, the following international agencies 
were represented: United Nations, Inter- 
American Association of Broadcasters, 
Inter-American Council of Commerce and 
Production, Inter-American Federation of 
Automobile Clubs, Inter-American Hotel 
Association, International Air Transport 
Association, International Civil Aviation 
Organization, International Road Federa- 
tion, and International Union of Official 
Travel Organizations. Observers were pres- 
ent from the following government and 
public institutions: Aruba Insular Govern- 
ment, Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
Curagéo Insular Government, Interna- 
tional Cooperation Administration of the 
United States, National Transport Corpora- 
tion of Cuba, and School of Public Adminis- 
tration of Central America. More than 40 
private institutions interested in tourist 
travel were also represented. 

There were 57 resolutions adopted by the 
Congress divided under the following chap- 
ters: Policy and Planning of Tourist Travel 
in the Inter-American Field; Research on 
and Organization of Tourist Travel; Facilita- 
tion of International Tourist Travel; Travel 
Plant; Tourist-travel Promotion; and Votes. 
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Resolutions of particular interest to the 
Oas were the following: Declaration on the 
Principles of Inter-American Tourist Travel 
(1); Amendments to the Organization Plan 
of the Inter-American Travel Congresses 
(11); Collective Affiliation of the Official 
National Travel Organizations of the Amer- 
icas with the International Union of Official 
Travel Organizations (111); Relations with 
Travel Organizations (Iv); Exchange of 
Personnel in the Field of Tourism (xiv); 
Bibliography on Tourism (xvi); Personal 
Travel Documents (xvi and xvi); Re- 
quirements Affecting the International 
Transportation of Passengers (xx); Sur- 
vey of the Hotel Industry (xxx); Minimum 
Sanitation Standards for Tourist Accommo- 
dations (xxx1); Control of Lodging Facilities 
(xxxiv); Hotel Training Schools: Uni- 
formity of Programs (xxxvul1); and Princi- 
ples Relative to Publicity for the Promotion 
of Tourism and for the Creation of Public 
Opinion Favorable to the Tourist Industry 
(xL). It was also decided that the Seventh 
Congress would meet in Montevideo, Uru- 
guay, in 1958. 


InTER-AMERICAN PortT AND HARBOR 


CONFERENCE 


Convoked by the Council of the Oas, the 
Inter-American Port and Harbor Confer- 
ence was held at San José, Costa Rica, from 
April 25 to May 3, 1956, pursuant to a 
resolution of the Meeting of Ministers of 
Finance or Economy as the Fourth Extra- 
ordinary Meeting of the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council (Rio de 
Janeiro, 1954). The regulations and agenda 
were drawn up by the Inter-American Eco- 
nomic and Social Council. 

All the member states of the Oas except 
Mexico, Paraguay, and Venezuela were 
represented by delegates or observers. Ger- 
many was represented by an observer. In- 
ternational organizations represented were: 
Oas, United Nations, International Labor 
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Organization, Pan American Institute oj 
Geography and History, Pan America 
Sanitary Bureau, Inter-American Council 
of Commerce and Production, and the Amer- 
ican Coffee Growers’ Federation. There 
were also various other organizations repre. 
sented such as the American Association oj 
Port Authorities, International Cargo Hand- 
ling Coordination Association, International 
House of New Orleans, and the National 
Academy of Sciences of the United States, 

The Conference adopted 22 resolutions, 
Of particular importance is Resolution 
xxI, the “Declaration of San José”, which 
sets forth certain recognized principles 
regarding the desirable goals in the field of 
development, administration, and oper- 
tion of ports in the Americas. Also of in- 
portance from an organizational point oi 
view is Resolution xv, which calls for the 
creation of a Permanent Technical Com- 
mittee to be attached to the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council. This com- 
mittee, with the assistance of the Pan 
American Union, will have the specific func- 
tion of promoting and implementing the 
resolutions of the Conference, which covered 
such topics as cargo-loss prevention, port 
practices and regulations, port rates and 
charges, statistics, storage and  cargo- 
handling operating efficiency, safety prac- 
tices, and other related matters. 


Seconp INTER-AMERICAN MEETING OF 
MINISTERS OF EDUCATION 


Convoked by the Council of the Oas, the 
Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers 
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of Education was held in Lima, Peru, from 
May 3 to 9, 1956. This Meeting was held 
concurrently with the Unesco Regional 
Conference on Free and Compulsory Eduea- 
tion in Latin America (April 23 to May 9) 
and the Second Meeting of the Inter 
American Cultural Council (May 3 to 12): 
The agenda and regulations of the Meetil! 
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of Ministers of Education were prepared 
and approved by the Council of the Oas. 

All the American republics sent official 
delegations and Canada sent an observer. 
In addition to the General Secretariat of 
the Oas, the following international organi- 
zations were represented: Inter-American 
Indian Institute, American International 
Institute for the Protection of Childhood, 
International Labor Organization, Pan 
American Sanitary Organization, United 
Nations, Unesco, and Unicer. A number of 
nongovernmental organizations were also 
represented. 

The Meeting adopted 20 resolutions. Of 
particular importance were those on the 
following topics: the extension of primary 
education and eradication of illiteracy; over- 
all planning and financing of education; 
responsibility for primary education; teacher 
training; school building plans; administra- 
tion of public education; plan for intensifying 
fundamental education in rural areas; the 
major project of UNEsco on extension of 
primary education in Latin America; Inter- 
American Rural Normal School; agenda 
items for the next Meeting of Ministers 
(evaluation of progress made in extension of 
primary and secondary education) ; methods, 
materials, and administrative structure for 
literacy and fundamental education cam- 
paigns or programs; training of personnel 
for literacy and fundamental education; and 
literacy of women. It was also decided that 
it was advisable to continue holding the 
Inter-American Meetings of Ministers of 
Education at intervals of three to four years 
and that the Third Meeting should be held 
in Bogota, Colombia, during 1959 or 1960. 


Other inter-American meetings 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE DIRECTING 
CouUNCIL OF THE INSTITUTE FOR 
THE PROTECTION OF CHILDHOOD 


This meeting was held in Montevideo, 
July 25-30, 1955. 
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Delegates attended from Brazil, Chile, 
Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, 
United States, and Uruguay. The Minister 
of Labor, Social Welfare and Health of 
Panama was also present, as was an observer 
from the Pan American Sanitary Bureau. 

The recommendations and proposals ap- 
proved at the Tenth Pan American Child 
Congress (Panama, 1955) were considered 
for appropriate action. The Directing Coun- 
cil adopted 24 conclusions on questions of 
administrative problems, child health, legis- 
lation, education, family social service, and 
statistical matters. 


SrxtTH SESSION oF EcLa 


The Sixth Session of the Economic Com- 
mission for Latin America was held in Bo- 
gota, Colombia, from August 29 to Septem- 
ber 16, 1955. 

All the American republics and the three 
European member nations of Ecua (France, 
Netherlands, and the United Kingdom) were 
represented. In addition, there were obser- 
vers representing Czechoslovakia, Italy, 
Poland, Sweden, Spain, and a number of 
international agencies including the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council, 
Pan American Union, Ino, Fao, Wuo, 
International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development, and International Monetary 
Fund. In all there were more than 300 dele- 
gates and observers. 

The commission approved 31 resolutions 
which covered such subject matter as: 
improvement of national statistics; pro- 
gramming; technical assistance; manpower; 
Central American Economic Cooperation 
Committee; intensification of inter-American 
trade; expansion of markets for Latin 
American export products; systematizing 
and centralizing information on customs, 
tariffs, and trade regulations; coffee prob- 
lems; increasing livestock output; produc- 


.tivity; agricultural commoditiés; exploitation 
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of resources of the Amazon area; promotion 
and selective expansion of agriculture; 
problems of agricultural surpluses and their 
effects upon international trade; Special 
Committee on Coffee of the Inter-American 
Economic and Social Council; iron and steel 
industries; chemical industry; and economic 
aspects of nuclear energy. The commission 
requested the secretariat to prepare a system- 
atic collection of resolutions of Ecua 
and I-A Ecosoc and suggested that member 
governments attempt to send their I-A 
Ecosoc representatives to the Ecia meet- 
ings. It was decided that the Seventh Ses- 
sion of the commission would be held in La 
Paz, Bolivia, not later than May 1957. 


E1gGHTH MEETING OF THE DIRECTING 
CounciIL oF Paso 


The Eighth Meeting of the Directing 
Council of the Pan American Sanitary 
Organization and the Seventh Meeting of 
the Regional Committee of the World Health 
Organization were held at Washington, D.C., 
from September 9 to 21, 1955. 

Representatives were present from Ar- 
gentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, 
Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El 
Salvador, France, Guatemala, Haiti, Hon- 
duras, Mexico, Netherlands, Nicaragua, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, United Kingdom, 
United States, and Venezuela, with ob- 
servers from Canada, Oas, UN, ILo, UNIcEr, 
and a number of nongovernmental organiza- 
tions. 

The Directing Council approved 25 
resolutions dealing with the various organ- 
izational and administrative matters of 
Paso. The most noteworthy are the fol- 
lowing: authorization of the Director to 
take appropriate measures so that the Pan 
American Zoonosis Center may receive 
funds required for its operations (vi1); 
approval of the program and budget for 1956 
with appropriations amounting to $2,200,000 
(x); recommendation that the Director 


request appropriate legal opinion on its 
Rules of Procedure with respect to the 
problem of the two-thirds majority vote and 
the voting procedures (xx); and the selec- 
tion of Guatemala as the place of the Ninth 
Meeting of the Directing Council and the 
Eighth Meeting of the Regional Committee 
of the World Health Organization for the 
Americas. 


Ninto Pan AMERICAN CONGRESS 
oF ARCHITECTS 


The Ninth Pan American Congress of 
Architects was held at Caracas, Venezuela, 
from September 19 to 28, 1955. 

There were delegations from Argentina, 
Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, 
Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, Puerto Rico, 
United States, and Venezuela, in addition 
to representatives from various organiza- 
tions, including the Oas. 

The conclusions of the Congress contain 
40 resolutions and recommendations. Among 
those topics recommending action by the 
governments of the American states are the 
following: recreational system; sanitary 
planning; and the creation of a private inter- 
American bank for housing of social interest. 


Frirru SESSION OF THE Fao LATIN AMERICAN 
ForEestry COMMISSION 


The Fifth Session of the Latin American 
Forestry Commission of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations was held at Caracas, Venezuela, 
from October 4 to 15, 1955. 

The following countries sent participants: 
Argentina, Bolivia, Colombia, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, France, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Netherlands, 
Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, United King- 
dom, United States, and Venezuela. Attend- 
ing as observers were representatives, from 
the Holy See, Fao, Oas, International Co- 
operation Administration of the United 
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States, and Wuo. In total there were 105 
participants. 

The topics concerning forestry policy, law 
and administration, received major atten- 
tion. The most significant proposal in the 
field of forestry policy was the resolution 
to create a working party charged with the 
elaboration of a long-term program for 
forestry in Latin America. The second point 
of major interest to the Oas was the final 
revision and acceptance of the plan for a 
Latin American organization for research 
and training in forestry within the structure 
of Fao. 


SEVENTH CONGRESS OF THE PostaL UNION 
OF THE AMERICAS AND SPAIN 


The Seventh Congress of the Postal Union 
of the Americas and Spain was held at 
Bogota, Colombia, from October 12 to 
November 9, 1955. 

The 21 American states and Spain were 
represented by official delegations. The 
Congress approved and signed a convention, 
several protocols and regulations, including 
agreements concerning parcel post and 
money orders. The convention provided for 
a new constitution, reorganization of the 
Union, headquarters privileges and immuni- 
ties, treaty agreements of the Union, modi- 
fication or interpretation of treaty agree- 
ments, legislation and subsidiary regula- 
tions, arbitration, postal officials, universal 
postal meetings, and regulations with re- 
spect to international postal services. 


SEVENTH MEETING OF THE PERMANENT 
INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON 
SoctAL SECURITY 


The Seventh Meeting of the Permanent 
Inter-American Committee on Social Se- 
curity was held in Mexico City, from 
November 27 to December 5, 1955. 

This committee is the executive body of 
the Inter-American Social Security Confer- 
ence and is composed of a representative of 
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each American nation designated by his 
government, a representative of the Director 
of ILo, three representatives of the Govern- 
ing Body of Ino, a representative from the 
Secretary General of the Oas, and a repre- 
sentative of the Pass. In addition to the 
Ino and Oas representatives, the partici- 
pants of this meeting included the repre- 
sentatives of the following countries: Colom- 
bia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, 
Panama, Paraguay, United States, Uruguay, 
and Venezuela. 

The committee accepted the offer of the 
Cuban Government proposing Havana as 
the site of the next conference in 1958; 
instructed the secretariat to prepare the 
tentative list of agenda topics, which should 
include social security for rural workers; 
authorized the President to arrange for 
reciprocal cooperation between the Perma- 
nent Inter-American Committee and the 
International Social Security Association; 
and agreed to a solution involving various 
internal administrative problems. 


AMERICAN REGIONAL TECHNICAL MEETING 
ON COOPERATIVES 


The American Technical Meeting on 
Cooperatives was held in Mexico City, 
from December 7 to 17, 1955, convoked by 
the ILo in accordance with a decision of its 
Governing Body. 

Representatives of the following American 
states participated: Bolivia, Canada, Chile, 
Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, 
Honduras, Mexico, Panama, United States, 
and Uruguay. Observers were present from 
Nicaragua, UN, Fao, Unesco, Oas, the 
International Cooperative Alliance, and the 
International Confederation of Free Trade 
Unions. 

The Meeting adopted 38 conclusions on 
the following topics: study of cooperative 
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countries; comparative study of cooperative 
legislation in America; and cooperative 
education and training. 

Among those conclusions of particular 
significance to the Oas were the following: 
the ILo, in collaboration with the Oas and 
other international organizations concerned, 
was encouraged to continue its research and 
operational activities in the Americas with a 
view to contributing to cooperative develop- 
ment; the possibility of establishing an inter- 
American cooperative organization was to 
be explored with a view to promoting closer 
inter-cooperative relations at the interna- 
tional level; and the Ito and other inter- 
national organizations concerned were asked 
to take appropriate measures looking to 
the preparation of a guide on cooperative 
legislation, for use on a regional and world- 
wide scale in assisting governments in draft- 
ing and amending their cooperative legisla- 
tion. 


Tuirp MEETING OF THE INTER-AMERICAN 
CouNCIL OF JURISTS 


Convoked by the Council of the Oas, the 
Third Meeting of the Inter-American Coun- 
cil of Jurists met in Mexico City, from 
January 17 to February 4, 1956. 

The Council approved 19 resolutions. Per- 
haps the most outstanding of these was the 
one entitled “Principles of Mexico on the 
Juridical Régime of the Sea”. For more 
details on this meeting see the separate 
chapter on the Inter-American Council of 
Jurists. 


First MEETING OF THE TECHNICAL 
ADVISORY COUNCIL OF 
TAIAS 


The First Meeting of the Technical Ad- 
visory Council of the Inter-American Insti- 
tute of Agricultural Sciences took place at 
Turrialba, Costa Rica, from March 8 to 11, 
1956, in accordance with the pertinent 
provisions of the Convention and a decision 
of the Board of Directors of the Institute. 


Representatives were present from the 
following countries: Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, E| 
Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, and United States. Observers 
were present from Argentina, Chile, and 
Fao. 

The 11 conclusions approved by the meet- 
ing dealt with such matters as the functions 
and regulations of the Technical Advisory 
Council; strengthening of the postgraduate 
school of the Institute; contact and rela- 
tions with the alumni; encouraging better 
relations and exchange of professional experi- 
ences with other faculties of agricultural 
sciences by means of inter-American meet- 
ings of the deans of the faculties of agron- 
omy; promotion of increased research and 
greater scientific exchange; a suggestion 
that the theme for the Fifth Inter-American 
Conference of Agriculture be “‘Programs and 
Plans for promoting Agricultural Develop- 
ment’’; and various suggestions with respect 
to the Program of Technical Cooperation of 
the Oas. 

TuirD Icao CARIBBEAN REGIONAL AIR 
NAVIGATION MEETING 


The Third Caribbean Regional Air 
Navigation Meeting of the International 
Civil Aviation Organization was held in 
Ciudad Trujillo, April 3-24, 1956. 

Fifteen contracting states were repre- 
sented at the meeting—Argentina, Canada, 
Colombia, Cuba, Dominican Republic, El 
Salvador, France, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Mexico, Netherlands, Nicaragua, United 
Kingdom, United States, and Venezuela. 
Two noncontracting states, Costa Rica and 
Panama, and such international organiza- 
tions as International Air Transport Asso- 
ciation, International Federation of Airline 
Pilots’ Associations, International Tele- 
communications Union, and World Meteoro- 
logical Organization were also represented. 

The meeting dealt with 10 principal 
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agenda items and numerous sub-items on 
operational, administrative, and technical 
matters. The meeting made recommenda- 
tions on such topics as operational require- 
ments, aeronautical informational services, 
aerodromes, air routes, communications, 
meterology, air traffic services, and air 
search and rescue. 


CONFERENCE ON THE CULTURAL 
INTEGRATION OF IMMIGRANTS 


This conference was convoked by UNEsco, 
and took place in Havana, Cuba, from April 
8 to 27, 1956. 

The participants included representatives 
of the following countries of immigration: 
Australia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, France, 
Israel, New Zealand, United States, and 
Venezuela. In addition, observers were 
present from Cuba, Mexico, and the Holy 
See and from the following countries of 
emigration: Federal Republic of Germany, 
Italy, Japan, Netherlands, and Spain. 
Finally, representatives of the Ino, Oas, and 
the Inter-governmental Committee for Eu- 


ropean Migration, as well as of nongovern- 
mental organizations specializing in migra- 
tion questions attended, as did a number of 
specialists acting as consultants to UNEsco. 

The conference was a meeting of special- 
ists, and the representatives of govern- 
ments which participated were not asked to 
commit their governments. At the conclu- 
sion of the conference the President pre- 
sented nine recommendations which were 
unanimously adopted. For the most part 
they were quite broad in scope, involving 
such matters as current practices in the re- 
ceiving countries; social and economic facts; 
humanitarian and psychological factors such 
as the importance of careful selection and 
preparation of immigrants; attitude of 
employer and fellow workers as vital factors, 
particularly in the initial stages; social 
welfare and the need for maximum reciproc- 
ity in regard to social security rights and 
benefits; importance of the family unit; 
language and education problems and ad- 
justments; special difficulties for groups and 
isolated settlements; and requirements and 
measures for becoming worthwhile citizens 
with full rights and duties. 


IX 


INTER-AMERICAN SPECIALIZED ORGANIZATIONS AND 
OTHER AGENCIES FORMING PART OF THE OAS 


Pan American Institute of Geography and 
History 


At the beginning of the fiscal year 1955-56, 
the Pan American Institute of Geography 
and History was engaged in preparatory 
work for its Sixth General Assembly, which 
was held in Mexico City from July 25 to 
August 6, 1955. The closing date of the 
Assembly marked the 25th anniversary of 
the founding of the Institute. The following 
meetings took place concurrently with the 
Assembly: Seventh Pan American Consul- 
tation on Cartography, Fourth Pan Ameri- 


can Consultation on Geography, and Third 
Pan American Consultation on History. 
Included among the activities of the Assem- 
bly were the Sixth Pan American Carto- 
graphic Exhibition, the Fourth Geographic 
Exhibition, and the Third Historical Ex- 
hibition. 

It is considered that the most noteworthy 
action of the Assembly was the adoption of 
the Institute’s new Statutes. These were 
later brought to the attention of the Oas, 
which indicated its approval. The text is 


contained in the Final Act of the Assembly, 
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which has been published by both the 
Preparatory Commission and the Pan Amer- 
ican Union. 

The following officers were elected by the 
Assembly: 


Pan AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF GEOGRAPHY AND 
History 


President: Gen. Ramén Cajfias Montalva 
(Chile) 

Vice President: Prof. Arthur P. Whitaker 
(United States) 

Alternate Vice President: Dr. Emilio Romero 
(Peru) 

Honorary President: Dr. Robert H. Randall 
(United States) 


Secretary General: Dr. André C. Simonpietri 


CoMMISSION ON CARTOGRAPHY 
President: Brig. Gen. Félix M. F. Renauld (Ar- 
gentina) 
Vice President: Dr. Robert H. Randall (United 
States) 

CoMMISSION ON GEOGRAPHY 
President: Prof. Fabio de Macedo Soares Guima- 
raes (Brazil) 
First Vice President: Prof. Federico A. Daus 
(Argentina) 
Second Vice President: Dr. Preston E. James 
(United States) 


CoMMISSION ON HIsToRY 
President: Dr. Silvio Zavala (Mexico) 
Vice President: Dr. Enrique Ortega Ricaurte 
(Colombia) 


COMMISSION ON CARTOGRAPHY 


General Renauld resigned from the 
Presidency in March 1956 and was succeeded 
by the Vice President, Dr. Robert H. Ran- 
dall, who decided to maintain the head- 
quarters of the Commission in Buenos 
Aires, retaining its current staff and direct- 
ing its activities from his office in Washing- 
ton. 

Activities undertaken by the Commission 
pursuant to various resolutions include the 
following: an inquiry to the Government of 
Guatemala regarding navigational safety 
off the shores of that country; a study of the 
soil charts of the Department of Suchi- 


tepéquez, Guatemala; consideration of a 
plan presented by the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Special Charts for a map of the 
highway network of the Americas; a report 
to the Government of Ecuador concerning 
the appointment of a committee of experts 
on geodetic and astronomical matters; co- 
operation with the Commission for the 
International Geophysical Year, consisting 
of the publication, in Information Bulletin 
No. 15, of the resolutions adopted by the 
Conference on the Antarctic (Paris, 1955) 
and of the programs for the determination of 
latitude and longitude; and appointment of 
officers of the committees under the juris- 
diction of the Commission. 

In the course of the year, the Commission 
on Cartography published numbers 2 and 3 
of the Revista Cartogrdfica and prepared 
number 4; converted the Boletin Informa- 
tivo to a quarterly and improved its technical 
quality in line with its purpose as a means of 
stimulating interest in cartographic and 
related studies; and published a provisional 
edition of the Atlas de América, as well as 
El primer mapa general de México elaborado 
por un mexicano, by Miguel A. Sanchez 
Lamego. The following publications are at 
the printers: Una contribucién al estudio del 
nivel medio del mar para fines geodésicos, by 
Estevan Horvat, and La geodesia y la provec- 
cién del sistema universal transversal de 
Mercator, by Floyd W. Hough. 


CoMMISSION ON GEOGRAPHY 


Dr. Fabio de Macedo Soares Guimaraes 
was elected President of this Commission at 
the Sixth General Assembly. Dr. Guimaraes 
and the other new officers have devoted the 
major part of their time to cooperating in the 
preparations for the Eighteenth Interna- 
tional Congress on Geography, scheduled to 
be held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in August 
1956. Other activities during the year in- 
cluded the appointment of several new na- 
tional members of the Commission; and 
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preparation of a proposed revision of the 
Regulations of the Commission. 

A meeting of national members of the 
Commission, alternate representatives, and 
chairmen of the committees and working 
groups has been called and will convene at 
the seat of the Commission in Rio de 
Janeiro next July. 

Publications of the Commission during 
the year included The Teaching of Geography 
in Canada, by Harold A. Wood; L’Enseigne- 
ment de la Géographie en Haiti, by Catts 
Pressoir and Hénock Trouillot; La Ensen- 
anza de la Geografia en el Estado Libre 
Asociado de Puerto Rico, by Maria T. Blanca 
de Califies; Resefia Geogrdfica de Costa Rica, 
by Federico Gutiérrez Braun; and Reswmen 
de la Geografia de Puerto Rico, by Rafael 
Picé and Zayda Buitrago de Santiago. 

Number 43 of the Revista Geogrdfica, 
covering the second quarter of 1955, was 
prepared, and the geographies for the follow- 
ing countries have been sent to the printers: 
Argentina (by Federico A. Daus), the 
United States (by Edwin Foscue), Bolivia 
(by Jorge Mufioz Reyes), Brazil (by James 
Braga Vieira da Fonseca), and Mexico (by 
Jorge A. Vivé). 


COMMISSION ON History 


The third meeting to examine the progress 
and present status of the Program of History 
of the Americas, organized by the Com- 
mission on History under the sponsorship of 
the United States Library of Congress and 
the Department of Cultural Affairs of the 
Pan American Union, was held in Washing- 
ton, D. C., from March 26 to 28, 1956. The 
Commission has made arrangements for a 
Seminar on the History of Ideas, to take 
place in Puerto Rico under the sponsorship 
of that Commonwealth. The Committee on 
Anthropology has arranged a meeting to 
make an integral study of the Caribbean 
area, 

A special program was prepared by the 


Commission on History for the Fourth Pan 
American Consultation, to meet in Cuenca, 
Keuador, early in 1957. An agenda has also 
been drafted for the Meeting of Experts on 
Historical and Archaeological Monuments, 
which will take place in the Dominican 
Republic. 

The Commission appointed Dr. Ricardo 
Donoso Novoa and Dr. Jorge Ignacio Rubio 
Maiié to conduct research in the Archives of 
the Old World, in cooperation with UNEsco, 
for the purpose of uncovering new material 
on the independence movement of America. 

The Commission published, or prepared 
for the printers, a considerable number of 
studies and monographs, including the 
following titles: America since 1763, A 
Survey of its History, by John B. Caughey; 
América del Sur: Peri, Bolivia, Paraguay, 
Argentina, Chile, by Eugenio Pereira Salas; 
Brasil, by Américo Jacobina Lacombe; five 
numbers in the series “Misiones en los 
Archivos Europeos’”—Argentina, by Rail 
Molina, Ecuador, by Fray José Maria 
Vargas, Nicaragua, by Carlos Molina Argiie- 
llo, Haiti, by Catts Pressoir, and the 
Dominican Republic, by Américo Lugo, 
Maximo Coiscou Henriquez, and Fray 
Cipriano de Utrera; four numbers in the 
series “‘Historiografia”—Ecuador, by Isaac 
J. Barrera, Paraguay, by Efraim Cardozo, 
Brazil in the Sixteenth Century, by José 
Honorio Rodrigues, and the British West 
Indies, by Elsa V. Goveia; Historia de las 
Ideas Contempordneas en el Uruguay, by 
Arturo Ardao; Historia del Pensamiento 
Boliviano Contempordneo, by Guillermo 
Francovich; Monumentos Histéricos y Arqu- 
eolégicos de el Salvador; and Monumentos 
Historicos y Arqueolégicos de Venezuela. 

The Commission also published numbers 
39 and 40 of the Revista de Historia de 
América; number XVII of the Boletin 


Bibliogrdfico de Antropologta Americana; 
and prepared special reports on Peru, El 
Salvador, Costa Rica, Bolivia, and Argen- 
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tina. Other publications were: Manual de 
Archivos; Ortgenes de la Independencia en 
Varios Patses; La Abolicion de la Esclavitud 
en América; Vol. IV of Los Archivos de la 
Historia de América; Historia de las Ideas en 
América, by Leopoldo Zea; and Manual de 
Técnicas Arqueolégicas, by the Permanent 
Council of the Committee on Anthropology. 


COMMITTEE ON OCEANOGRAPHY 


In July 1955 the Committee on Oceanog- 
raphy accelerated the preparation of the 
chapters on Alaska and Canada to be in- 
cluded in Appendix II of the report American 
Oceanography—The Economic Value of the 
Resources of the Sea, and by the end of 
September the English and Spanish versions 
had been completed. The chapter relating to 
the United States is taking somewhat longer 
to prepare, owing to the large amount of 
material to be compiled and the complexity 
of the various programs. 

The Secretary of the committee attended 
the Second Meeting of Experts in Marine 
Biology, held in Sao Paulo, October 17-18, 
1955, and presented a report on the com- 
mittee’s activities. On that occasion, he 
visited the oceanographic institutions of 
Brazil, Uruguay, Argentina, Chile, Peru, and 
Ecuador for the purpose of gathering infor- 
mation to be used in the corresponding chap- 
ters of Appendix II of the report on American 
oceanography, previously mentioned. These 
chapters were completed by the end of 
February 1956. 

A collection of working documents was 
prepared for the Specialized Conference on 
“Conservation of Natural Resources: The 
Continental Shelf and Marine Waters’, 
which met in Ciudad Trujillo in March 1956, 
as a technical aid for the scientific discus- 
sions. 

Pursuant to a resolution adopted at the 
afore-mentioned specialized _ conference, 


which requested the Institute of Geography 
and History to make a preliminary study of 
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the proposal for establishing an Inter-Ameri- 
can Oceanographic Institute in Ecuador, a 
report was prepared by the Directing 
Council at its First Meeting, held in Mexico 
City late in May 1956. At the same time, the 
Council unanimously decided to authorize 
the Committee on Oceanography to imple- 
ment this resolution through such arrange- 
ments as it considered appropriate. The 
Council of the Organization of American 
States has been requested to cooperate in 
this matter and this work is expected to enter 
its definitive stages in the course of the next 
few months. 
6 
Pan AMERICAN CENTER FOR THE 
EVALUATION OF NATURAL 
RESOURCES 


The 1955 courses were successfully com- 
pleted on October 31, 1955, and were fol- 
lowed by the Second Seminar on Natural 
Resources, consisting of specialized courses 
on soils, hydrology, forest resources, and 
geology, which ended in the second half of 
December 1955. Certificates were awarded 
to 37 students distributed by subjects as 
follows: soils, 15; hydrology, 10; forest re- 
sources, 10; and geology, 2. 

The 1956 courses began in April, with an 
attendance of 42 fellowship trainees. An im- 
portant feature of these courses was the 
emphasis placed on photographic interpre- 
tation and mapping of natural resources, 
including technical aspects of various re- 
lated fields and their application to the 
evaluation of natural resources. 

Publications issued by the center were the 
preliminary study on Brazil (Vol. VII of 
the report on natural resources) and_ the 
findings and recommendations of the Tech- 
nical Mission to the Caribbean Area (Vol. 
IX). The preliminary study on Argentina, 
Uruguay, Paraguay, Chile, Peru, Bolivia, 
and Ecuador (Vol. VIII) is in preparation. 
All of these publications are in Spanish. 
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Pan AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR THE 
INTERNATIONAL GEOPHYSICAL YEAR 


On the occasion of a visit to South 
America, the Secretary of the Committee on 
Oceanography called on a number of institu- 
tions interested in participating in the events 
for the International Geophysical Year. As 
a result, a report was prepared describing 
the outlook for the celebration of that Year 
in several of the South American countries. 
The Pan American Committee for the 
International Geophysical Year was formally 
established at the Institute’s headquarters 
toward the middle of January 1956, and 
immediately began to prepare material re- 
garding the preparations under way in the 
American countries. Several working docu- 
ments were prepared for the First Meeting 
of the Directing Council of the Institute 
(May 1956), and a report was submitted on 
the activities of the Pan American Com- 
mittee. At that meeting, the Secretary of 
the Pan American Committee was instructed 
to attend the Regional Conference for the 
Western Hemisphere on the International 
Geophysical Year, scheduled to meet in 
Rio de Janeiro in July 1956, as a first step 
toward stimulating and coordinating inter- 
American arrangements for the International 
Year. 


COMMITTEE ON VULCANOLOGY 


In cooperation with the University of 
Texas, the Secretary of the Committee on 
Vuleanology, Dr. Fred M. Bullard, con- 
tinued his research on the active volcanoes 
of El Salvador and Guatemala, involving a 
visit to those countries for the purpose of 
gathering field information. Assistance has 
been received in this work from the United 
Fruit Company, the University of Texas, 
the Inter-American Geodetic Services of El 
Salvador and Guatemala, and the Institute 
for Tropical Scientific Research of the 
University of El Salvador. A graduate stu- 
dent of the University of Texas has been 
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working on a geological map in El Salvador 
under the supervision of the Secretary of 
the committee, in an effort to clarify the 
relationship between the geological structure 
and the active volcanoes. 


INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES 


The Institute was represented at, and 
presented reports and studies to, the follow- 
ing conferences: the Inter-American Special- 
ized Conference on ‘“‘Conservation of Natural 
Resources: The Continental Shelf and 
Marine Waters” (Ciudad Trujillo, Domini- 
can Republic, March 1956); the Sixth Inter- 
American Travel Congress (San José, Costa 
Rica, April 1956); the Inter-American Port 
and Harbor Conference (San José, April— 
May 1956); and the Second Meeting of the 
Inter-American Cultural Council (Lima, 
May 1956). 


DtrREcTING CoUNCIL 


The First Meeting of the Directing 
Council took place at the Institute’s head- 
quarters from May 28 to June 2, 1956. At 
this meeting, the Council approved a budget 
in the amount of $132,500 and appointed the 
new Secretary General, Mr. Ignacio Mar- 
quina, who assumed his duties on June 30, 
1956. 

The Institute sustained an irreparable 
loss in the death of its Counselor, Mr. Pedro 
C. Sanchez, who was its Director from 1929 
to 1950. It was decided to dedicate various 
publications to his memory. 


PUBLICATIONS OF THE GENERAL 
SECRETARIAT 


In addition to the various studies and 
special reports that were submitted to the 
Second Meeting of the Inter-American Cul- 
tural Council and the Specialized Conference 
on ‘Conservation of Natural Resources: 
The Continental Shelf and Marine Waters’’, 
the following publications, among others, 
were issued: Bibliografia Geolégica de América 
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Central (Institute Publication No. 204); a 
revised edition of The Pan American Insti- 
tute of Geography and History: Its Creation, 
Development, and Current Program (Publica- 
tion No. 206); a facsimile edition of Hum- 
boldt’s work La Géographie des Plantes (No. 
200); Hl Territorio del Istmo de Panamd, en 
que se encuentra la Republica de Panamd, 
épertenece geogrdficamente a América Central 
o a América del Sur? (No. 201); and a revi- 
sion of the publications catalog of the Insti- 
tute. 

Also published were the monthly Boletines 
Aéreos for July 1955 to April 1956, inclusive. 


Inter-American Institute of Agricultural 
Sciences 


The following is a summary of the princi- 
pal activities and services carried out by the 
Institute during the fiscal year 1955-56, 
through its departments of Plant Industry, 
Animal Industry, Economics and Rural 
Life, its Scientific Communications Service, 
and the Library. The Institute also directs 
and administers Project 39 of the Program 
of Technical Cooperation of the Oas, 
“Technical Education for the Improvement 
of Agriculture and Rural Life’. Information 
on this project may be found in Chapter X. 


DEPARTMENT OF PLANT INDUSTRY 


The technical personnel of this depart- 
ment participated in several international 
conferences, including: the Second Meeting 
of Corn Breeders of Central and Northern 
South American countries, held in Turrialba, 
Costa Rica; the coffee specialists’ meeting 
of the American Coffee Federation, in 
Guatemala; the meeting of the International 
Regional Sanitation Organization for Plants 
and Animals, in San José, Costa Rica; the 
Sixth Meeting of the Inter-American Tech- 
nical Cacao Committee, in Salvador de 
Bahia, Brazil; the Conference on Plant Pro- 
tection in the Tropics, held in England; the 
inauguration of the International Coffee 
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Rust Center, in Portugal; and the meeting 
of the Caribbean Section of the American 
Society of Horticultural Sciences, which took 
place in Antigua, Guatemala. 

The department conducted research on 
coffee (cultural practices, selection, diseases, 
quality); cacao (diseases, cultural practices, 
farm rehabilitation); corn (breeding); rice 
(diseases); and vegetables, grasses, fruit 
trees, etc. (maintenance and increase of 
collections of types and varieties). A new line 
of study on native tropical crops was started 
with the economic support of the Rockefeller 
Foundation. 

The department continued its program of 
teaching for graduate students, giving 
special emphasis to corn breeding; rice in- 
vestigations (control of diseases); coffee 
(selection, disease and pest control, process- 
ing, mineral fertilizers, etc.); cacao (selec- 
tion, vegetative propagation, disease and 
pest control); economic plants; experimental 
designs; tropical grasses; herbicides; and 
plant physiology. 

The research of 10 graduate students and 
11 special students was directed by members 
of the staff. Two of these students completed 
their requirements for the degree of Magister 
Agriculturae. In addition, two courses were 
given under a contract with the United 
States International Cooperation Adminis- 
tration—one on coffee technology and the 
other on cacao technology. 

A large number of studies, theses, and 
monographs were published during the year, 
dealing with cultural practices for coffee and 
cacao and related scientific topics. 


DEPARTMENT OF ANIMAL INDUSTRY 


Milk production was increased consid- 
erably, reaching a high of 580 kilograms, 
daily and a total of more than 16,600 kilo- 
grams for June 1956, as compared with 
14,000 kilograms during June 1955. The 
Criollo dairy cattle project is progressing 
satisfactorily, and the first 7 heifers to com- 
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plete lactation had an average production 
of 1,956 kilograms in 305 days. The progeny 
testing of young bulls of the Criollo breed is 
continuing, as well as the testing of cattle 
from the Brangus, Santa Gertrudis, and 
Brahman breeds, especially in relation to 
their resistance to the torsalo. 

Studies have been continued on tropical 
forages and on utilization of sugarcane mo- 
lasses, bagasse, and rice bran as a fattening 
ration. Research also goes forward in the 
climatic chamber, consisting in the testing of 
various types of cattle at a temperature of 
105° F. 

Two studies on the torsalo (Dermatobia 
hominis) and a comparative study of two 
forage grasses, Axonopus compressus and 
Digitaria decumbens, were published in the 
course of the year. 


DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS 
AND RuRAL LIFE 


This department engaged in three main 
types of activities during the fiscal year: post- 
graduate training in the field of extension; 
the community-development program; and 
cooperative programs in Bolivia, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, and Mexico. 

Postgraduate training has received the 
major emphasis of the department, and early 
in June 1955 an extension specialist joined 
the staff to set up a program of studies in 
this field. After a careful revision, the pro- 
gram was put into operation in June 1956, 
and six students are already taking the 
course. The Government of Costa Rica and 
the Institute cooperate by making available 
to those students their respective facilities in 
the field of extension work. Studies have 
been undertaken on the professional needs of 
extension agents in Costa Rica, on the use- 
fulness of study circles in community devel- 
opment, and on problems relating to eco- 
nomic factors that influence the adoption of 
new practices in medium-size and small 
farms. 





departmental staff for 10 months. The head 


The community-development program 
consists of three main projects: education, 
evaluation, and development of skills in 
rural life. The education project, under the 
joint responsibility of the Ministry of Educa- 
tion of Costa Rica and the Institute, consists 
of direct work with a group of rural teachers 
in 12 villages of the Turrialba area, as well 
as training courses, seminars, and fellow- 
ships. The evaluation project is a study of 
the education project, carried out by the 
teaching staff in extension work. The project 
for the development of skills in rural life is 
primarily designed as a means of establishing 
vocational education in agriculture and other 
aspects of rural life. 

A Rural Education Center at La Suiza, 
Turrialba, was inaugurated in March 1955. 
It is operated by the department in coopera- 
tion with the Ministry of Education of 
Costa Rica. Here students are trained in 
mathematics and natural history, as applied 
to agriculture and rural life. 

A similar center has been established at 
La Florida, near the city of Popayan, 
Colombia, through an agreement with the 
Department of Education of Cauca Depart- 
ment, Colombia, and it is proposed to 
establish another at Tlatlaya, Mexico, for 
which purpose arrangements have been made 
with the Mexican authorities. 


CooPERATIVE PROGRAMS 


Progress continues in the experimental 
project on relocation of population groups 
from the Valleys of Cochabamba to the 
Santa Cruz area, carried out in cooperation 
with the Government of Bolivia. In July 
1956, some of the settlers will receive titles 
to the land. 

The United Nations Food and Agricul- 
ture Organization and the Department of 
Economics and Rural Life made it possible 
for an agricultural agronomist on sabbatical 
leave from Cornell University to join the 
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of the department attended the Ninth 
International Conference of Agricultural 
Economists, held at Helsinki, Finland, in 
August 1955, and presented a paper on 
technical change in Latin America. The 
department published this study and others 
relating to new agricultural practices, de- 
velopment of agriculture and the rural 
community, and the role of the rural teacher 
in extension work. 


ScIENTIFIC COMMUNICATIONS SERVICE 


In the course of the fiscal year, the Insti- 
tute continued its training activities in com- 
munications, photographic techniques, and 
multilith operation, as well as its orientation 
courses. Training in the preparation and use 
of visual aids by extension workers in Brazil, 
Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Para- 
guay was also conducted. 

A total of 38,461 pages of photocopies 
were sent in response to 1,712 orders from 
215 technicians and 51 institutions. This 
represented an increase of 7,379 photocopies 
during the year, as compared with the dis- 
tribution of 31,082 photocopies in the pre- 
vious year. Bibliographies on various sub- 
jects were also prepared. 

Volume 5 of the journal Turrialba and its 
Bibliographical Supplement for January— 
December 1955 were published in the course 
of the year. Thirty copies of the book Ad- 
ministracion rural, by John A. Hopkins, were 
sold. Distribution of the Spanish edition of 
the Information Bulletin increased from 
3,251 to 3,496 addresses and the English 
edition from 1,525 to 1,654. Two titles were 
added to the series “CCommunicaciones de 
Turrialba”, and seven to the “Reprint” 
series. 

Other publications of the Institute in- 
cluded: the Carta Aérea; binders containing 
general and technical information on agri- 
cultural-research developments in Latin 
America, which are sent to agricultural 
technicians in various Latin American 
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countries; and Extensién en las Américas, a 
bimonthly magazine whose first number was 
issued in March 1956. 


LIBRARY 


In addition to the regular activities of the 
Library, special mention should be made of 
a paper by the Librarian on problems of 
Latin American agricultural libraries and 
the proposed program of the Inter-American 
Association of Agricultural Librarians. 


TRAINING OF STUDENTS 


During the fiscal year, 207 students from 
24 countries received training at Turrialba. 
Five students were granted the degree of 
Magister Agriculturae. Students taking the 
course in tropical forestry made a one-month 
trip to the conifer forests of Honduras and 
Guatemala. They were accompanied by Mr. 
Jan Schreuder, a forestry specialist of the 
Food and Agriculture Organization. 


American International Institute for the 
Protection of Childhood 


WORKSHOPS ON CHILDREN’S SERVICES 


The first phase of a new international 
workshop was conducted in Montevideo from 
August 1 to September 10, 1955. The courses, 
which followed the general lines of previous 
workshops, dealt primarily with problems of 
the family and deserted children, with chief 
emphasis on the control of juvenile delin- 
quency. The workshop was attended by 
fellowship trainees from Brazil, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, Haiti, Nicaragua, Uruguay, and 
Venezuela. The classes attracted a large 
number of outstanding authorities and 
scholars in the field of child welfare, who 
gave lectures of high educational value to 
the trainees. At the close of the seminar, each 
trainee presented a paper, all of which have 
been published in the December 1955 issue 
of the Boletin (No. 115). 

These workshops are conducted as a part 
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of Project 32 of the Program of Technical 
Cooperation of the Oas, which is covered 
more fully in Chapter X. 

Teams of technicians were organized for 
the purpose of promoting national seminars 
in those countries that had sent trainees to 
the international workshop. The national 
courses yielded beneficial results in the field 
of child and family welfare and made for 
improvement in the services charged with 
this work. 


MEETING OF THE DIRECTING COUNCIL 


The Directing Council of the Institute met 
in Montevideo from July 25 to 30, 1955. His 
Excellency Dr. Sergio Gonzalez Ruiz, Minis- 
ter of Labor and Social Welfare of Panama, 
attended as guest of honor. At this meeting, 
the papers presented and resolutions adopted 
at the Tenth Pan American Child Congress 
were considered. The Council elected Mrs. 
Elisabeth S. Enochs, Technical Delegate of 
the United States, as its Chairman. 


REPRESENTATION AT CONFERENCES 
AND MEETINGS 


In line with its policy of being represented 
at all important meetings at which problems 
of children, health, education, and welfare 
are discussed, the Institute accepted invita- 
tions and was represented at: the First 
Central American Child Congress (San José, 
Costa Rica, August 1955) ; the Sixth General 
Assembly of the Pan American Institute of 
Geography and History (Mexico City, July- 
August 1955); the First Pediatric Congress 
of Vita del Mar (Vifia del Mar, Chile, 
November 1955) ; the Second Peruvian Medi- 
cal Congress (Lima, October 1955); and the 
Second Meeting of the Inter-American Cul- 
tural Council and Second Inter-American 
Meeting of Ministers of Education (Lima, 
May 1956). 


PUBLICATIONS 


In addition to the periodicals Boletin and 
Noticiario, which continued to appear regu- 
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larly, the Institute published reprints, spe- 
cialized bibliographies and a summary of 
the lectures delivered at the second phase of 
the first course of the international workshop 
for 1955. 

The reprints included two papers that 
were awarded first and second prize in the 
contest on social-welfare programs for 
strengthening the family, sponsored by the 
Institute. These papers are by Mr. Fernando 
Castro Mena, of Ecuador, and Miss Yolanda 
Sanguineti Vargas, of Chile. 


OTHER ACTIVITIES 


The Director General drew up a prelim- 
inary proposal for a program of training in 
the problems of physically handicapped 
children, to be submitted to the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council. 
The proposal is for a course for physicians 
and social workers that would be given at 
Montevideo and Buenos Aires in 1957. 

The final phase of Project 32, on Adminis- 
tration of Children’s Services, will be con- 
ducted in Montevideo from August 1 to 
September 10, 1956. The Directing Council 
of the Institute will convene in August 1956 
to fulfill a request from the Organization of 
American States, stemming from a resolu- 
tion of the Meeting of Presidents of the 
American Republics (Panama City, July 
1956), to the effect that it consider what 
technical services might be provided, within 
its particular field of endeavor, as part of an 
expanded program of the Organization. The 
Institute has a work plan, proposed by the 
Director General, comprising the following 
progressive stages: (a) development and 
internationalization of the library; (b) more 
travel by experts to the American countries; 
(c) holding of specialized seminars; and (d) 
inter-American technical cooperation in the 
organization, preparation, and training of 
personnel for child-welfare services. 

The Institute expanded its information 


activities by inaugurating a- microfilm ser- 
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vice in the library. The office has already 
acquired a projector for lectures and meet- 
ings and a microfilm-reading device. 

In the course of the fiscal year 1955-56, 
the headquarters building was enlarged by 
the addition of an annex to house the stacks 
and book catalogs. 


Inter-American Commission of Women 
ELEVENTH ASSEMBLY OF THE COMMISSION 


As its most important activity carried 
out in the year 1955-56, the Inter-American 
Commission of Women held its Eleventh 
Assembly in Ciudad Trujillo, from June 1 
to 21, 1956. 

Eighteen American republics were repre- 
sented by official delegates. The United 
Nations and UNEsco sent representatives in 
an advisory and informative capacity. Ob- 
servers of various organizations also at- 
tended the sessions. 

The agenda of this Assembly included the 
following items relating to civil and political 
rights of women: Inter-American Conven- 
tion on the Granting of Political Rights to 
Women; women in public office; civic educa- 
tion of women; consideration of the report 
on “Civil and Political Rights of Women of 
America”, presented by the Commission to 
the Tenth Inter-American Conference in 
1954; Inter-American Convention on the 
Granting of Civil Rights to Women; Con- 
vention on the Nationality of Women; 
family law; and matrimonial laws. 

The participating delegations presented 
reports on these subjects, as did the afore- 
mentioned representatives of the United 
Nations and Unesco; other reports included 
those of the Executive Committee and of 
the Executive Secretary of the Commission. 

The Assembly approved 26 resolutions, 
recommendations, votes, and motions. Reso- 
lution 11 provides for inclusion in the 1960 
Census of the Americas of statistical data on 
the status of women. Resolution 11 favors 
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the organization of a Latin American 
seminar on the participation of women in 
the public life of their countries, taking into 
consideration various resolutions of the 
United Nations. Other resolutions recom- 
mend to the governments of the American 
republics the necessity for broader and more 
intensive programs of civic education; 
reiterate the request that those governments 
that have not yet done so, ratify the three 
inter-American conventions to assure equal- 
ity of nationality, civil and political rights 
to women; and also recommend a considera- 
tion of possible reforms to existing legisla- 
tion toward this end. Resolution rx requests 
the secretariat to prepare a study on progress 
achieved in civil and political rights of 
women in America since the Tenth Inter- 
American Conference. This study to be pre- 
sented to an Assembly of the Commission 
before it is submitted to the Eleventh Inter- 
American Conference in 1959. 

The Eleventh Assembly resolved through 
Resolution x11 to consider in the Twelfth 
Assembly suggestions that might be pre- 
sented by the delegates for a revision of the 
Organic Statute of the Commission. By 
virtue of Resolution xvi it was decided to 
hold the Twelfth Assembly at the seat of 
the Commission in Washington, D. C. 
Resolution xvu accepts the invitation of the 
Government of Cuba to hold the Thirteenth 
Assembly in Havana. 


SPECIAL PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 


Resolutions xt and xu of the Tenth 
Assembly (1955) reiterate the recommenda- 
tion of previous Assemblies of the Commis- 
sion, for the carrying out of two special 
activities, namely: a continental campaign 
in behalf of the principle of equal remunera- 
tion for men and women workers for work of 
equal value and a meeting of technical 
experts and administrative heads of women’ 
labor bureaus, to be undertaken in coopera- 
tion with the International Labor Office. 
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The Executive Committee and the secre- 
tariat of the Commission prepared prelim- 
inary programs and documentation for both 
activities. ‘ 


MEETINGS 


During 1955-56 the Inter-American Com- 
mission of Women was represented at the 
Sixth General Assembly of the Pan Ameri- 
can Institute of Geography and History; 
Latin American Conference of the General 
Federation of Women’s Clubs of the United 
States; Fifth Congress of the Pan American 
Medical Women’s Alliance; Tenth Session 
of the United Nations Commission on the 
Status of Women; Second Inter-American 
Meeting of Ministers of Education; and 
Second Meeting of the Inter-American Cul- 
tural Council. 


PUBLICATIONS AND DOCUMENTS 


During the year 1955-56, the secretariat 
of the Inter-American Commission of 
Women prepared, published, and dis- 
tributed 30 documents (in Spanish and 
English), including the Final Act and Special 
Bulletin of the Tenth Assembly (1955), the 
News Bulletin, published in Spanish and 
English three times a year, the annual 
report presented to the United Nations 
Commission on the Status of Women, work- 
ing documents for the Eleventh Assembly 
(1956), maps, informative pamphlets, etc., 
in addition to 21 resumés, one for each 
American republic, of the study on the 
“Economic Status of Working Women in 
the American Republics”, which were also 
distributed to the governments, delegates, 
and specified organizations, for their con- 
sideration and observations. 


FAVORABLE CHANGES IN THE POLITICAL 
Ricuts oF AMERICAN WOMEN 


Women now have full national suffrage 
in 19 American republics, and in Haiti they 
have municipal suffrage. Paraguay has not 
yet granted suffrage to women. 
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As of this time, 12 countries have ratified 
the Convention on Nationality of Women 
(1933); 10 have ratified the Inter-American 
Convention on the Granting of Political 
Rights to Women (1948); and 11 have 
ratified the Convention on the Granting of 
Civil Rights to Women (1948). 


Pan American Sanitary Organization’ 


During 1955 the Pan American Sanitary 
Bureau, executive organ of the Pan Ameri- 
can Sanitary Organization, continued to 
fulfill its role of cooperating with govern- 
ments throughout the Americas in helping 
to combat disease and promote the physical 
and mental health of the people. From its 
headquarters in Washington and through 
its zone and field offices, established in 
Mexico City, Guatemala City, Kingston, 
Lima, Rio de Janeiro, and Buenos Aires, 
the Bureau lends its assistance in national 
health programs. By the terms of an agree- 
ment, the Bureau functions also as the Re- 
gional Office for the Americas of the World 
Health Organization. In carrying out its 
tasks, the Bureau works in close harmony 
with the United States International Coop- 
eration Administration, Fao, Unicrr, and, 
naturally, with the Oas. 


COMMUNICABLE DISEASES 


Efforts in the field of communicable dis- 
eases have been directed primarily toward 
eradicating malaria and related problems, 
yellow fever, treponematoses, tuberculosis, 
leprosy, influenza, poliomyelitis, and diar- 
rheas. 

In 1955 there were 13 active projects 
dealing with malaria and insect control: 3 of 
these deal with malaria eradication; 6 were 
combined projects dealing with malaria 
and Aédes aegypti eradication; and 4 dealt 
exclusively with Aédes aegypti eradication. 

The campaigns against malaria were par- 


3The Pan American Sanitary Organization prepares its an- 
nual report on the calendar year rather than the fiscal year. 
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ticularly successful in Mexico, Paraguay, the 
Dominican Republic, and Honduras. In the 
last named republic the Congress has passed 
a model law as a first important step to con- 
version from control to eradication. In 
Argentina malaria is as good as eradicated 
and in Uruguay the eradication campaign 
has continued successfully. It is thought that 
both Paraguay and Uruguay are now free 
of the aegypti mosquito, and official declara- 
tions of eradication will probably be made 
in 1956. 

During the year 38 cases of jungle yellow 
fever were reported in the Americas, in con- 
trast with 78 cases in 1954. 

In the field of the treponematoses—which 
embraces a wide variety of diseases, includ- 
ing syphilis and yaws—there is in some coun- 
tries a great deal of concern about the pres- 
ent tendency of syphilis to show an increase. 
Endemic yaws, in this continent, affects 
millions of people, especially in Brazil, 
Colombia, Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador, Vene- 
zuela, Costa Rica, Panama, the Guianas, and 
a number of the Caribbean islands. Pinta, 
a disease with profound social consequences, 
is prevalent in Mexico and Colombia and 
also exists in Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador, 
Panama, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, El Salva- 
dor, Guatemala, and Cuba. 

The treponematoses have this in common: 
that they can easily be cured by the use of 
penicillin, which interrupts the chain of 
transmission and prevents the disease from 
spreading to healthy persons. Eradication is 
therefore feasible. The attainment of this 
objective is more an administrative problem 
than a technical one. The efforts of the 
Bureau are at present directed toward the 
eradication of yaws. The campaign continues 
in Haiti (practically as a “mopping-up” 
operation), in the West Indies, and the 
Dominican Republic. 

Preliminary plans have been made to ini- 
tiate a yaws-eradication campaign in Brazil. 
Since 1952 the Government of Paraguay has 
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been making steady gains in the control of 
venereal diseases. One important phase of 
this program assisted by the Bureau has been 
the organization and development of the 
Central Serology Laboratory for diagnosis 
of cases. The aim of the Paraguayan Govern- 
ment is to examine very individual over 15 
years of age for syphilis and to treat all 
positive cases, thus eliminating this disease. 

The International Treponematosis Center, 
functioning in Johns Hopkins University, 
has continued its operations as a project of 
the World Health Organization. 

The Pan American Sanitary Bureau has 
continued its projects against smallpox, 
tuberculosis, schistosomiasis (mainly in 
Brazil), rabies (especially in Mexico), lep- 
rosy (particularly in the Lesser Antilles), 
typhus, plague, whooping cough, influenza, 
hydatidosis, poliomyelitis, diarrheas, and 
zoonoses. The most important development 
of the year in poliomyelitis was the public 
presentation on April 12 of the report on the 
evaluation of the field trial on poliomyelitis 
vaccine prepared by the technique developed 
by Dr. Jonas Salk. In regard to the zoonoses, 
lack of funds has prevented initiation of the 
Pan American Zoonosis Center, authorized 
by the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council in 1953, although the Argentine 
Government has offered to provide head- 
quarters and personnel for the center. In 
December 1955 the project was submitted 
to the World Health Organization in an 
effort to secure financial support from the 
United Nations Expanded Technical Assist- 
ance Program. 


Pusuic HEALTH ADMINISTRATION 


During the year definite progress was 
made in the integration of health statistics 
into the projects of the Bureau, in the im- 
provement of the basic data, in the dissem- 
ination of statistical information, and in the 
utilization of such data in program planning. 
Initial emphasis was on the incorporation of 
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vital and health statistics into maternal and 
child health projects in Zones IT and III. 

Marked improvement has occurred in the 
reporting of quarantinable and other com- 
municable diseases. The quarterly publication 
Health Statistics provides data on commun- 
icable disease incidence as well as reports 
in English and Spanish on conferences, semi- 
nars, and other matters of interest. 

The Bureau maintains a communication 
system whereby reports of venereal disease 
cases and contacts are forwarded to the 
member countries. Efforts are being made to 
improve this system so as to eliminate de- 
lays in the receipt of reports. An 18-page 
booklet containing instructions for the ex- 
change of reports on venereal disease cases 
and contacts has been prepared. 

Courses in biostatistics were offered in 
Haiti, the Dominican Republic, Guatemala, 
and Cuba, as well as at the University of 
Sio Paulo, Brazil. The Inter-American 
Center of Biostatistics conducted its third 
annual course, which was attended by a 
more homogeneous and better trained group 
f{ students than any of the previous courses. 

An interesting development in health 
statistics was the establishment in the 
Ministry of Health and Social Welfare of 
Venezuela of a Latin American Center for 
Classification of Diseases. The purpose of 
he center is to improve the completeness, 
ccuracy, and comparability of mortality 
tatistics in the Americas. It operates in close 
ordination with the Bureau and the World 
Health Organization. 

The Bureau also obtained worthwhile 
results in its work on maternal and child 
health services, environmental sanitation, 
lutrition, and public health laboratories. 


EDUCATIONAL AND PUBLICATION ACTIVITIES 


The Bureau gave considerable attention 
1 1955 to the strengthening of basic educa- 
ional institutions in Latin America, prin- 
‘ipally the schools of medicine and the 
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schools of nursing. These activities were 
conducted primarily through two projects. 
The first of these was a seminar for the teach- 
ing of preventive medicine divided into two 
parts, one for 8 South American countries, 
held in Vifia del Mar in 1955, and the other 
for 11 Latin American countries to be held 
in Mexico in 1956. The second project con- 
centrated on the field of pediatrics, a key 
point in medical education for combining 
preventive and clinical concepts. This proj- 
ect has been developed in close collaboration 
with the International Pediatric Association 
and the American Academy of Pediatrics. 

Other activities in 1955 included provision 
of visiting professors for schools and uni- 
versities of Latin America; studies on nursing 
education; plans for the Fourth Regional 
Nursing Congress, to meet in Mexico in 
September 1956; and, as in previous years, 
the awarding of numerous fellowships. 

During the year the Pan American Sani- 
tary Bureau released and distributed a con- 
siderable number of scientific publications 
and official documents of meetings, con- 
ferences, and seminars. 


Inter-American Indian Institute 


PARTICIPATION IN MEETINGS 
AND CONFERENCES 


During the fiscal year 1955-56, the Inter- 
American Indian Institute participated ac- 
tively in the following meetings and confer- 
ences: Central American Indian Seminar; 
Sixth National Congress on Sociology 
(Mexico); Indian Seminar sponsored by the 
Circle for Mexican Studies; First Indian 
Congress of Panama; Second Inter-American 
Meeting of Ministers of Education; Second 
Meeting of the Inter-American Cultural 
Council; Unresco Regional Conference on 
Free and Compulsory Education in Latin 
America; and Seminar on Social Integration. 
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PERIODICAL AND SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS 


The two quarterly publications of the 
Institute, América Indtgena and Boletin 
Indigenista were issued regularly throughout 
the year. Total circulation for the period 
was 36,000. 

Special studies published included: Pro- 
gramas de salud en la situaci6n intercultural, 
by Gonzalo Aguirre Beltran; a report on the 
Central American Indian seminar held in 
San Salvador; Legislacién indigenista de 
Chile, compiled by Alvaro Jara; and La 
filosofia néhuatl, estudiada en sus fuentes, 
by Miguel Leén Portilla. 


PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 


Field work on the Cuna Indians of 
Panama was completed, and considerable 
progress was made on the studies relating to 
Indian women of Peru and the Otomi In- 
dians of Mexico. The studies on the Indian 
women of Panama will begin to appear in a 
forthcoming issue of América Indtgena. 

The Institute cooperated with the Mexi- 
can Ministry of Labor in _ preliminary 
arrangements for the International Labor 
Office meeting on living and working condi- 
tions of Indian populations, and also con- 
tributed several reports and documents for 
that meeting. 

Pursuant to an agreement, the Institute 
and the Government of Panama organized 
an exhibit of arts and crafts of the Cuna 
Indians for the purpose of disseminating 
information on the present degree of accul- 
turation attained by that tribe. 

The October 1955 number of América 
Indigena contains the results of the field 
investigations among the Huichol Indians, 
conducted by Dr. Evan Z. Vogt, of Harvard 
University, in close cooperation with the 
Institute. 

The Institute continued to collaborate 
with the Patrimonio Indigena of the Mezqui- 
tal Valley and delivered to the Executive 
Secretary of the Patrimonio a number of 
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technological, economic, and social studies 
carried out under the Institute’s auspices. 

Other important activities included the 
training program for rural midwives—a new 
edition of Dr. Leo Eloesser’s manual was 
published; linguistic studies and _ research 
conducted by anthropologist Anselmo Ma- 
rino Flores under the Institute’s general 
direction; and research into pre-Columbian 
intellectual achievements, the results of 
which have been published in the report 
entitled La filosofia néhuatl, estudiada en sus 
fuentes. 

On the occasion of a special visit received 
from the Director of UNrsco’s Regional 
Center for the Western Hemisphere, it was 
decided to conclude an agreement for coop- 
eration between UNEsco and the Institute 
in the implementation of Resolution xu 
of the Third Inter-American Indian Con- 
ference, particularly as it relates to dissem- 
ination of the two agencies’ publications. 
Close liaison was also maintained with the 
affiliates of the Institute in Mexico, Guate- 
mala, Peru, Bolivia, Ecuador, Chile, and 
Nicaragua and with the principal Indian 
organizations of the American countries. 
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members of the Inter American Statisticalfalso con 
Institute (Iasi), the new agreement beétweenfnote shx 
the Council of the Organization of Americanfjointly 
States and [asi was signed on October 27,§America) 
1955, at the Pan American Union and§coordina 
entered immediately into effect. As decidedfaration o 
by the Executive Committee at its Four-ftion stat 
teenth Session, held in October 1955, various§ The P 
proposals for amending the Statutes of thefAmericas 
Institute were circulated among all theffvear and 
members for consideration and commentfmainly j 
4A more detailed explanation of the special projects and 8 populatic 
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The Statutes will be revised in accordance 
with the comments received and amend- 
ments called for by approval and signature 
of the new agreement between the Oas and 
[AsI. 


MEETINGS 


The Executive Committee of Iasi and 
the Census Subcommittee of the Committee 
on Improvement of National Statistics each 
held a meeting during the year just ended. 
The latter meeting dealt mainly with ques- 
tions relating to the Program for the 1960 
Census of the Americas, which includes 
preparation of an analytical report consider- 
ing, from a regional viewpoint, the Proposed 
International Recommendations for the 
World Population Census of 1960. This 
document is to be transmitted to the United 
Nations Statistical Office. Iast also par- 
ticipated during 1955-56, either through 
members of its secretariat or through con- 
stituent members, in a number of technical 
conferences and meetings on inter-American 
statistical activities. 


TECHNICAL PROJECTS 


Technical activities in statistical organiza- 
tion, statistical education and _ science, 
demographic and health statistics, agricul- 
tural statistics, industrial and transportation 
statistics, and international-trade statistics 
also continued throughout the year. Special 
note should be taken of a plan developed 
jointly by the Institute and the Inter- 
American Economic and Social Council for 
coordination of their activities in the prep- 
aration of a program of maritime-transporta- 
tion statistics for the American states. 

The Program for the 1960 Census of the 
Americas was initiated in the course of the 
rear and work was begun on various aspects, 
mainly in regard to the agricultural and 
population censuses. Progress was made in 
he preparation of the documentation for 
he Fourth Session of the Committee on 
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Improvement of National Statistics, to be 
held in October 1956, which will deal with 
population and housing censuses and with 
census planning, organization, and manage- 
ment. 

Negotiations were started for transferring 
the Central American Course in Statistical 
Training from El Salvador to Costa Rica 
and for establishing the Caribbean Course in 
Statistical Training in the Dominican Re- 
public during the last quarter of 1956. The 
Inter-American Training Center for Eco- 
nomic and Financial Statistics, which is one 
of the projects of the Program of Technical 
Cooperation of the Oas and is also sponsored 
by the Institute, has continued its opera- 
tions. 


PUBLICATIONS 


The principal publications issued in 1955- 
56 were the following: the quarterly journal 
Estadistica, with four supplements to the 
September-December 1955 number, con- 
taining the results of the statistical meetings 
held in Brazil in June 1955; An Annotated 
Bibliography of the Statistical Recommenda- 
tions of International Conferences, Meetings 
and Agencies (revised edition); Costo de la 
Vida y Materias Afines: Lista de Referencias 
Bibliogrdficas Escogidas sobre Trabajos Me- 
todolégicos; and the following translations in 
the Inter-American Textbook Series on 
Theoretical and Applied Statistics: Intro- 
duccién a la Estadistica Matemdtica; Lec- 
ciones sobre Ciclos Econémicos y Renta 
Nacional; and Estadisticas para Socidlogos. 


Inter-American Defense Board 


GENERAL MILITARY PLAN AND 
RELATED PROJECTS 


During 1955-56, the 14th year of its 
existence as a military planning agency for 
the collective defense of the Western Hemis- 
phere, the Inter-American Defense Board 
continued its studies and deliberations on 
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perfecting the “General Military Plan for 
the Defense of the American Continent”’. In 
addition, the staff revised completely the 
Staff Planning Manual; completed the 
Estimate of the Situation; completed the 
second part of the Glossary of Terms and 
Expressions used in Documents of the Inter- 
American Defense Board; initiated explora- 
tory study of the General Military Plan to 
ascertain changes to be made in the future; 
commenced preparation of an orientation 
guide for the use of new members of the 
Board; and began work on the Staff Regula- 
tions. 


PERSONNEL DEVELOPMENTS 


The following changes took place during 
the year: General Lemuel C. Shepherd, Jr., 
USMC, succeeded Vice Admiral Edmond T. 
Wooldridge, USN, as Chairman of the 
Inter-American Defense Board (the first 
time that a full-time Chairman has been 
appointed). Rear Admiral Alfredo Aguiar, 
Uruguay, succeeded Brigadier General Al- 
fonso Quinteros, Bolivia, as Vice Chairman; 
and Admiral Aguiar, in turn, was succeeded 
by Major General José A. Cortese, also of 
Uruguay. Brigadier General Thomas C. 
Darcy, USAF, succeeded Bigadier General 
L. B. Cresswell, USMC, as Director of the 
Staff. Brigadier General Rubén Ortiz, Para- 
guay, succeeded Colonel Ramén M. Barquin, 
Cuba, as Vice Director of the Staff. Captain 
William H. Kirvan, USN, succeeded Colonel 
Hal Randall, USA, as Secretary of the 


TECHNICAL COOPERATION 


Inter-American Economic and Social Coun- 
cil 


The Committee on Technical Cooperation 
of the Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council held 42 meetings during the fiscal 
year 1955-56 during which it was occupied 
exclusively with items related to the Pro- 





Board, and Lt. Colonel Antonio Ramirez 
Barrera, Mexico, succeeded Colonel César 
A. Pando, Peru, as Vice Secretary. 
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VISITS 


The members of the Board made several 
trips to military posts and industrial organ- 
izations, as well as schools of the Armed 
Forces of the United States, as follows: 
Marine Corps Tactical Concepts at Marine 
Corps School, Quantico, Virginia; Assault 
Landing of Lantphibex 1-55, Camp Lejeune, 
North Carolina; Fairchild Engine and Air- 
craft Corporation, Hagerstown, Maryland; 
National War College, Washington, D. C.; 
“C” Battery of 71st Army Anti-Aircraft 
Missile Battalion, Lorton, Virginia; dem- 
onstration of varied naval operations in the 
vicinity of Norfolk, Virginia, with a trip 
aboard Aircraft Carrier Tarawa. 


SESSIONS AND ASSEMBLIES 


The Board continued to hold bimonthly 
sessions of the Council of Delegates, daily 
committee meetings of the Staff, meetings oi 
the different permanent and temporary com- 
missions of the Council of Delegates, and 
assemblies in honor of dignitaries of member 
nations. During the year, assemblies honored 
Ministers of Defense and Commanders i mendat; 
the Armed Forces from the following coun-f 4, rie 
tries: United States, Haiti, Uruguay, Domin-F¢enera) 
ican Republic, Paraguay, Ecuador, Bolivia 
and Venezuela. 
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Organization of American States. As in pre; ight of 1 
vious years the committee concerned itsélifrears of 
with the execution of the projects of théito assure 
Program and compliance with the directivetbperation 
of I-A Ecosoc included in its approval ofthe purp 
the Program. The committee made a ¢d¢ftions on 





tailed study of the proposed Program for 
1956 submitted to the Council for considera- 
tion by the Coordinating Committee on 
Technical Assistance on August 4, 1955. The 
proposed Program included the same seven 
projects which had made up the Program of 
the previous year. The budget proposed by 
the Coordinating Committee for the 1956 
Program, including administrative expenses, 
totaled $1,674,277. Taking into consideration 
the experience of previous years as well as 
the financial prospects for 1956, the Com- 
mittee on Technical Cooperation submitted 
to the Council a Program with a total budget 
of $1,613,760 which was approved on Octo- 
ber 24, 1955. At that time, however, the 
Council authorized the committee to review 
the fiscal situation in the light of the pledges 
made to the Program during the Special 
Annual Meeting or subsequently and to 
present any pertinent recommendations 
prior to December 31, 1955. Subsequent to 
that date, however, it became apparent 
that the usable funds of the Program in 1956 
would not be sufficient to support the budget 
as originally approved. Therefore, the com- 
mittee recommended that the Council re- 
strict the budgets of the projects of the Pro- 
gram to 95 per cent of the levels originally 
approved. The Council approved this recom- 
mendation in a resolution of March 8, 1956. 

As indicated in the report of the Secretary 
General for the previous year, the Com- 
mittee on Technical Cooperation had ini- 
lated a complete review of the Council 
resolution of April 10, 1950, as amended, 
hich created the Program of Technical 
cooperation. This review had as its purpose 
0 include in a basic resolution the amend- 
ents which appeared to be indicated in the 
ight of the experience acquired in the five 
ears Of operation of the Program in order 
0 assure a more efficient organization and 
directivepperation. Also taken into consideration for 
proval ofthe purposes of this study were the resolu- 
de a deftions on the Program which had been 
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adopted by the Council and by the Tenth 
Inter-American Conference subsequent to 
approval of the resolution of April 10, 1950. 
After a careful and detailed study of all 
the factors indicated above, the commit- 
tee presented for the approval of the Council 
a document to replace the former resolution, 
entitled “Bases for the Program of Technical 
Cooperation of the Organization of American 
States”. This document was first presented 
for consideration of the Council May 4, 
1956. At its meeting of July 2, the Council 
requested that the committee prepare a re- 
vised text of the document taking into ac- 
count the observations made during the 
meeting by the governments and by the 
cooperating agencies of the Program. The 
committee prepared a revised text and re- 
submitted it for the Council’s consideration. 
It was expected that the new Bases of the 
Program would be approved in the early 
part of the next fiscal year. 

By virtue of Resolution 58/54 of the 
Fourth Extraordinary Meeting of the Coun- 
cil, held in Petrépolis, Brazil, the committee 
also undertook the study of a system of 
financing of the Program in connection with 
its study of the 1956 Program, for the pur- 
pose of establishing a percentage scale of 
contributions which would permit a more 
equitable distribution among the govern- 
ments of the costs of the Program. As‘a re- 
sult of this study the committee proposed to 
the Council the adoption ofa method of 
financing and a scale which were considered 
in the Council meeting of June 16, 1955. 
The Council on that date resolved to trans- 
mit to the governments the document pre- 
sented by the committee requesting that 
they present their observations on it not 
later than August 16, 1955. On March 8, 
1956, the Council postponed the considera- 
tion of this matter to June 1, 1956. The docu- 
ment presented by the committee was again 
considered by the Council on July 24, 1956. 
However, since the governments had not 
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indicated their definite position with regard 
to the adoption of this method of financing 
and of the proposed scale, the Council de- 
cided again to return this matter to the 
committee for further study. 

The committee also prepared the section 
on ‘Activities in the Field of Technical 
Cooperation” for the work program of the 
Council for 1957-58. This section referred 
not only to the Program of Technical Co- 
operation, but also to the direct technical- 
assistance activities of the Organization of 
American States and to technical services 
in the field of public administration. Also 
included were a study and evaluation of the 
technical-assistance facilities available in 
the Americas as well as a study of the needs 
and problems of industrial technological 
training and research. 

As indicated in the last report of the 
Secretary General, at the end of the last 
fiscal year the Committee on Technical 
Cooperation together with the Committee 
on Social Cooperation initiated a study re- 
lated to the application of Resolution xxxv 
of the Tenth Inter-American Conference 
conferring permanent status on the Inter- 
American Housing Center. For this purpose 
a joint working group was formed. The study 
of the group resulted in a report which is 
currently under consideration by the Com- 
mittee on Technical Cooperation, which will 
report on the matter to the Council. 


Coordinating Committee on _ Technical 


Assistance 


The Coordinating Committee on Techni- 
cal Assistance is composed of the representa- 
tives of the seven inter-American organiza- 
tions which participate in the Program of 
Technical Cooperation—the cooperating 
agencies. The Secretary General of the Or- 
ganization of American States is its Chair- 
man. The committee is charged with the 
preparation of an annual Program and with 
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formulation of the rules and regulations 
which are necessary for the operation of the 
Program within the policy and directives 
laid down by the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council. The cooperating agen- 
cies are charged with the administration and 
operation of the projects assigned to them by 
the Council. 

No meeting of the Coordinating Com- 
mittee was held in the fiscal year 1955-56, 
This is due to the fact that the twenty. 
seventh meeting was held in June 1955 while 
the twenty-eighth was held in August 1956, 

The Coordinating Committee dealt with 
all of the details related to the current opera- 
tion of the projects, presenting periodic fiscal 
and substantive reports to the Council 
dealing with the operations of the projects 
during the year. The Coordinating Com- 
mittee also prepared the proposed Program 
for 1957, which was discussed in its twenty- 
eighth meeting and submitted to the Council 
for approval. 

During the fiscal year 1955-56, the Execu- 
tive Secretariat of the Committee carried on 
its normal coordinating function, allocated 
funds, controlled the finances of the Pro- 
gram, consolidated periodic reports _pre- 
sented by the agencies, and engaged in a 
public information program. In this latter 
activity there should be mentioned the bining 
preparation of the publication Programa d eitige 
Cooperacién Técnica de la Organizacio6n de los eae 
Estados Americanos—1956, a 32-page illus. a a 
trated booklet with a foreword by the Chair ‘om 
man of the Council containing a description Bi Re 
not only of activities for 1956 but also a sun- 1 
mary of the work of the Program since its 
beginning. 

As in previous years, the Executive Sect fon mit: 
tariat continued to serve the Committee ol Program 
Technical Cooperation, preparing the docu S1,613,7 
mentation required by the committee anlBpenses of 
furnishing complete technical and adminitfprojects, 
trative secretariat services in the course Oi Projec: 
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the 42 meetings held by the committee. The 
secretariat also, as in previous years, con- 
tinued to maintain liaison with the Ex- 
panded Program of Technical Assistance of 
the United Nations and with the bilateral 
program of technical cooperation of the 
Government of the United States. 


The Program of Technical Cooperation 


The Program of Technical Cooperation of 
the Organization of American States is fi- 
nanced by voluntary contributions pledged 
each year by the member states to a Special 
Account for Technical Assistance. In addi- 
tion to these contributions the governments 
of the host countries of the projects of the 
Program make substantial direct contribu- 
tions in cash, services, and facilities. 

From its beginning the Program has con- 
fined itself to the establishment of inter- 
American advanced training centers with 
student bodies made up of trainees on Pro- 
gram fellowships from all of the American 
nations. These students receive instruction 
from faculties made up of recognized authori- 
ties recruited on an international basis. The 
curricula are based upon the specific nature 
of the problems in the Americas and the 
instruction is in the native language of the 
majority of the trainees. In addition to 
training, the centers also engage in research 












whose results are incorporated into the cur- 
ticulum, and they also offer consultant ser- 
vices to the member states of the Organiza- 
tion. 
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By Resolution 26/55 of October 24, 1955, 


I-A Ecosoc approved the Program for 1956, 
prepared by the Coordinating Committee on 
Technical Assistance and reviewed by the 
Committee on Technical Cooperation. This 
Program, with an approved budget of 
81,613,760, 
penses of $83,423, covers the following seven 
projects. 


including administrative ex- 


Project 10, Inter-American Training Cen- 
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ter for Economic and Financial Statistics 
(Cooperating Agency, Inter American Statis- 
tical Institute; 1956, budget, $174,960). 
This project, located in Santiago, Chile, 
offers each year a postgraduate-level course 
in economic and financial statistics. It has 
for its purpose the training of producers of 
derived statistics and technicians capable of 
the analysis of economic statistical data in 
the fields most closely related to economic 
planning and development. The disciplines 
studied include, among others, domestic 
commerce statistics, price and production 
statistics, balance of payments and public 
finance, basic mathematics for statisticians, 
and national income. 

The Program each year offers a fellowship 
to each of the American nations for the com- 
plete annual course of the project. Students 
may also attend the school to take elective 
courses on a part-time basis. Up to the pres- 
ent 134 students have graduated from the 
center: 48 in 1953, 43 in 1954, and 43 in 
1955. Fifty students are currently in 
attendance at the 1956 course, 25 of them in 
the full course and the rest taking elective 
courses. 

Project 22, Inter-American Housing Cen- 
ter (Cooperating Agency, Pan American 
Union; 1956 budget, $223,395). This center, 
in Bogota, Colombia, offers a full academic 
year of postgraduate-level training in the 
technical, economic, and sociological prob- 
lems of low-cost housing, both urban and 
rural. The center also carries out a research 
program, studying materials used in con- 
struction of housing, with special emphasis 
on the use of indigenous materials, with a 
view to their more efficient and economical 
uses. The program also includes the drawing 
up of experimental designs of low-cost 
houses. The center negotiates research 
contracts with other housing institutions 
and assigns to them the study of important 
aspects of the housing problem. In such 
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cases the center assumes part of the cost of 
the study as well as the responsibility for 
publishing the results. Among these research 
contracts was one with the Banco Nacional 
Hipotecario y Urbano de Obras Ptblicas de 
México, which resulted in the publication 
of the important Housing Handbook, giving 
practical and simple instructions for the 
construction of houses, particularly for rural 
use, which forms a valuable guide to farmers 
interested in the construction of their own 
houses. The Handbook, which was finished 
in 1955-56, will be distributed at moderate 
prices. 

Finally, the center furnishes advisory 
services on housing problems to the various 
American nations and maintains an informa- 
tion service in housing matters insofar as its 
budget will allow. 

The Program annually offers a year’s 
fellowship to each of the member states of the 
Organization for study at the center. As in 
the other projects, the center also receives, 
where possible, students sponsored by other 
sources of fellowships. A total of 92 students 
have attended the courses of the center: 21 
in 1952, 19 in 1953, 26 in 1954, and 26 in 
1955. Thirty-three students are currently 
in attendance. 

Project 26, Inter-American Rural Normal 
School (Cooperating Agency, Pan American 
Union; 1956 budget, $195,050). This project, 
in Rubio, Venezuela, offers a two-year course 
at a postgraduate-level for the purpose of 
preparing teams of educators who will form 
the nucleus of the faculty of rural normal 
schools in their respective countries. Fellow- 
ships were offered to 10 countries (5 to each) 
for the first course (1954-55) and to 11 
countries for the second course (1956-57). 
Other students supported by other programs 
have also attended the courses. Seventy-two 
teachers graduated from the first course and 
70 are currently in attendance. 

Project 29, Inter-American Training Cen- 
ter for the Evaluation of Natural Resources 








(Cooperating Agency, Pan American Insti- frith t 
tute of Geography and History; 1956 bud- jn the 
get, $155,290). This project, located at the kent b 
Universidade Rural, near Rio de Janeiro, Fellow 
Brazil, offers a full academic year of post- frar we 
graduate training for the study of the most {E] Sal 
modern techniques of resource evaluation, Panan 
offering specialization in the fields of geology, pnd U. 
hydrology, soils, and forestry. have ¢ 
The Program offers two fellowships an- [3 in 
nually to each of the member states of the §n 195: 
Organization. Up to the present time a total} Proj 
of 82 students have graduated from the fprovem 
center: 45 in 1954 and 37 in 1955. Thirty-(Coope 
eight students are presently in attendance,ftute of 
It should be noted that in 1952 and 1953 B475,0 
two teams of experts from the Pan Americanffo the 
Institute of Geography and History, as affor the 
part of the project, visited each of the mem-gricul 
ber states, the Canal Zone, and Puerto Ricofthe pro 
in order to make an evaluation of the exist-poth in 
ing data on natural resources in the Ameri-Bspects 
cas. This study resulted in the publication offects a 
a seven-volume work, Estudio sobre Recursosftome e 
Naturales en las Américas. The experiencefuent, g 
and the data obtained from this study servedfiural e: 
to orient the content of the courses planned§ Also, 
for the center. bostgra 
Project 32, Workshops on Administration{ntensiv 
of Children’s Services (Cooperating Agency,ppr at a1 
American International Institute for theflnited 
Protection of Childhood; 1956 budget,fCommit 
$32, 366). This project, with headquarterf-A Kc 
in Montevideo, Uruguay, offers each yearguthorit 
two types of seminars: international andj train 
national. In each of these there are studiedgtome m 
and discussed basic matters related to theBtself. 
welfare of the child and the family. The§ The 
international seminars are of six to eightflo a lir 
weeks’ duration and are held in Montevideofthem th 
Following these, national seminars are heldffheir spe 
in the countries from which the trainees ilfion of 
the international seminars come. Thesfechnici 
latter seminars are under the supervision offontinuc 
the technicians of the country who haiftration 
attended the international seminar, togetheevelop 














an Insti-Wwith the technical delegate of the Institute 
956 bud-§n the country and a team of technicians 
2d at the kent by the Institute as a part of the project. 
Janeiro, Fellowships for the 1956 international semi- 
of post- far were offered to Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, 
the most fl Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, 
aluation, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, the United States, 
f geology, pnd Uruguay. Up to the present 58 students 
have attended the international seminars: 
ships an-13 in 1952, 16 in 1953, 15 in 1954, and 14 
es of the §n 1955. 
ne a totalf Project 39, Technical Training for the Im- 
from thefprovement of Agriculture and Rural Life 
. Thirty- Cooperating Agency, Inter-American Insti- 
tendance,fute of Agricultural Sciences; 1956 budget 
and 1953§475,000). This project is primarily directed 
0 the training of the necessary technicians 
or the development and improvement of 
riculture in the Americas. For this purpose 
he project offers intensive advanced courses, 
both international and national, on various 
1e Ameri-Bspects of agriculture, including such sub- 
ication offects as forestry, agricultural engineering, 
, Recursosftome economics, pasture and range manage- 
xperiencegment, grain storage and drying, and agricul- 
dy servedftural extension. 
s plannedf Also, in the case of outstanding students, 
postgraduate fellowships are offered for 
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br at another educational institution in the 
» for theflnited States or in Latin America. The 
budget,fommittee on Technical Cooperation of 
dquartesfl-A Ecosoc has given instructions to the 
2ach yealputhorities of the project to limit this type 
‘onal andgif training to professionals destined to be- 
‘e studied{fome members of the staff of the project 
ed to thepitself. 
nily. The§ The project also offers in-service training 
to eight{o a limited number of fellows, affording 
mtevideofttem the opportunity to do field work in 
; are heldgheir specialty under the guidance and direc- 
rainees ilgtion of a technician of the project. The 
e. Thesfechnicians of the project also carry on a 
rvision dffontinuous program of research in demon- 
who had@tration areas of the project in order to 
, togethelevelop new agricultural techniques, which 























tensive studies either at the Institute itself 
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are then incorporated into the teaching 
program of the project. 

Finally, insofar as its resources will per- 
mit, the project furnishes advisory services 
on request from the member states. 

Since its initiation 2,623 students have 
participated in the courses offered by the 
project: 30 in 1951, 436 in 1952, 356 in 1953, 
736 in 1954, 779 in 1955, and 286 so far in 
1956. It should be noted that for administra- 
tive and technical reasons the project is 
divided into three zones: Northern in 
Havana, Cuba; Andean in Lima, Peru; and 
Southern in Montevideo, Uruguay. 

Project 77, Pan American Foot-and-M outh 
Disease Center (Cooperating Agency, Pan 
American Sanitary Bureau; 1956 budget, 
$274,276). The program of this project, 
whose objective is to prevent, control and, 
insofar as possible, eradicate foot-and- 
mouth disease in the Continent, includes rapid 
and complete diagnostic services for sus- 
pected outbreaks as well as advisory ser- 
vices to the American countries in all aspects 
of prevention and control of the disease. In 
view of the nature of the disease and of the 
great need for increased knowledge on the 
subject, the center has devoted much of its 
effort to an intensive program of research 
directed to investigating the nature of the 
virus and that of other similar diseases; im- 
proving present diagnostic procedures; and 
preparing new and improved vaccine at 
lower costs. 

Finally, the center offers intensive training 
courses at a postgraduate level affording 
technicians from all over the Americas the 
opportunity to study the most modern tech- 
niques employed in the prevention and con- 
trol of the disease. Students on fellowships of 
the Program, as well as some sponsored by 
other sources of funds, participate in these 
courses. Seven courses have so far been 
offered with a total of 115 students, as fol- 
lows: 15 in 1953, 39 in 1954, 51 in 1955, and 
10 so far in 1956. 
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REPORT AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
OF THE PAN AMERICAN UNION 


For THE Fiscat YEAR 1955-56 


Quota assessments to the member coun- 
tries of the Organization of American States 
for the maintenence of the Pan American 
Union during the fiscal year 1955-56 
amounted to $3,535,320, as compared to 
$3,159,941 for each of the two preceding 
years. Of the amount assessed $2,767,999, 
or 78.3 per cent, has been collected, leaving 
an unpaid balance of $767,321. The total of 
unpaid quota assessments as of June 30, 
1956, amounted to $1,000,523 and according 
to years were as follows: 1952-53, $33,459; 
1953-54, $89,921; 1954-55, $109,822; 1955- 
56, $767,321. 

The Pan American Union budget for the 
fiscal year 1955-56 was originally approved 
by the Council of the Oas in the amount of 
$3,565,320. During the year this amount 
was increased to $3,575,313. 

As of June 30, 1956, the Working Capital 
Fund amounted to $757,897.68, an increase 
for the year of $226,283.19. Of this amount 
$126,687.38 represents miscellaneous income 





derived, principally, from sales of publica 
tions and motion pictures, interest on de 
posits, compensation for services rendered td 
the Inter-American Institute of Agricultura 
Sciences, and sales of wastepaper. 

In future years it is the intent of the Coun 
cil of the Oas that the amount available iy 
the Working Capital Fund shall be at the 
level of 25 per cent of the amount appro, 
priated for the applicable year. As of Jun 
30, 1956, this amount was 21.2 per cent 0 
the 1955-56 appropriations. 

The accounts for the Program of Techni 
cal Cooperation of the Organization 0 
American States and for the technical assist 
ance projects administered by the Pa 
American Union are maintained on a cal 
endar year basis and there is a separat 
annual report thereon. There is also a sep 
arate report on the Leo S. Rowe Pan Ameri 
can Fund, owing to the special nature of th 
fund. 

The financial statements of the Pa 
American Union for the fiscal year 1955-5 
are printed in the following pages. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL 


EXHIBIT II 
CHANGES IN THE WORKING CAPITAL FUND 
during the fiscal year 1955-1956 





RalanceassOk Wuly 1, VOGK << ccs cc te ccna sceeeiaveee aes $531,614.49 
Additions : | 

Miscellaneous income 

Sales of publications:.... ..:.....00.i.00 ccssesns Seaseees $128,731.49 

Compensation for administrative services rendered 

to the Inter-American Institute of Agricultural 


ICICH GEN. os Sota coke ates oferta weer errr a ere can 1,248.00 
Interest from short-term investments.............. 21,793.15 
Other miscellaneous income....................... 4,914.74 | $156, 687.38 


Reimbursement for funds advanced to Inter-American 
Institute of Agricultural Sciences (amount equal to 
collections of the Institute’s quotas during year)..... 7,500.00 

Transfers from General Fund: 

Reimbursement for amounts advanced in prior 
years for extraordinary expenses................. $ 25,873.00 
Unexpended 1955-56 appropriations................ 66, 678.87 92,551.87 

Transfer from accounts payable of unexpended balance 

of obligated funds as of June 30, 1955................ 13, 260.01 


MOUAAACIGIONS:s.< 5...62% noice ante 5 roo ae eens 269, 999.26 


$801, 613.75 
Deductions: 


Transfer of miscellaneous income to General Fund..... $ 30,000.00 
Funeral expenses for the late Secretary General........ 1,716.07 
Grant to the late Secretary General’s widow........... 12,000.00 
Potal- deductions... . 6... 0.5 6 occce cosseeeedee 43,716.07 





= as of June 30, 1956 (Exhibit I).................... $757 , 897 .68 
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ANNALS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 


CHANGES IN THE GENERAL FUND 


during the fiscal year 1955-1956 


EXHIBIT I] 





Balance (deficit) as of July 1, 1955................. 
Additions: 


Deductions: 


Balance (deficit) as of June 30, 1956............... 


Collections of quotas 
DIQOMOBB GIG oo cocdsted aise nites eh edew aad andanee 
MOPPVIOL VETS so ews) eeda won ea seawater 


Transfer of portion of miscellaneous income 
from Working Capital Fund................. 
Transfer of balances appropriated in prior years 
Third Meeting of the Inter-American 
Council of Jurists...................045. 
Second Meeting of the Inter-American 
Cultural’ Couwnell...... «sic ccc asin e's cece 


Total AAGItIONS 3.60... 6.6 ce eee ees 


Expenditures for the year (Exhibit V)......... 

Transfers to the Working Capital Fund for 

amounts advanced in prior years for extraor- 
dinary expenses 

)xpenses of the Oas Council Representa- 

tive to the Ninth Assembly of the Inter- 

American Commission of Women, in 

abs ee ee ec Aa oe Ber canee sete a seit e $ 

Supplemental pension paid to the former 

Secretary General, August 1, 1954 to June 


Expenses of the Fourth Extraordinary 
Meeting of the Inter-American Economic 
and Social Council, in 1954-55........... 


Transfers to special funds of unexpended ap- 
propriations for publication of La Educacién 
FOG LCC) (02) eo: 12: eae ne 

Transfer to Working Capital Fund of unex- 
pended appropriations for 1955-56........... 


Total deductions...................... 





$2, 767,999.36! 
592, 686.02 


3,500.00 


6,493.38 








| $3,469, 188.96 


| 
| 
| 
| 
4,675.00 | 
| 


2,948.00 


18,250.00 | 





| 
| 


$3, 360, 685.38 


$ (106,236.75) 


30,000.00 


9,993.38 
3,400, 678.38 


$3, 294, 442.76 


25,873.00 


13,572.55 
66, 678.87 


3, 575,313.38 








$ (280,871.37) 








1 This amount includes $16,473.14 collected prior to July 1, 1955. 


2 Covered by an advance from the Working Capital Fund which was repaid after the collection of quota assessments in Ju! 


1956. 


EXHIBIT Iv 


QUOTA ASSESSMENTS, COLLECTIONS, AND BALANCES 
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